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Urban Nature Parks Have Many Benefits
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Văcărești Natural Park is Located 4km 
from the City Center



Băneasa Forest is Located 14km 
from the City Center
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Văcărești Natural Park Association 
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Outline a mobile application to 
educate the residents of 
Bucharest about Văcărești 

Natural Park and Băneasa Forest

Project Goal



Objectives

Determine the 
knowledge and 

opinions of 
Bucharest 
residents 
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Determine 
public 

interest 
for the 

app 
outline

1 2 3 4

Design 
features for 
the app from 
survey results

Identify 
existing park 

apps and 
their 

education 
elements



Văcărești 
Natural Park
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Văcărești Natural 
Park was 

Founded in 2016

1988
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Văcărești Natural 
Park was 

Founded in 2016

2016



There are approximately 330 Species of Plants 
in the Park in 11 Different Habitats

11



There are approximately 330 Species of Plants 
in the Park in 11 Different Habitats

12



There are approximately 330 Species of Plants 
in the Park in 11 Different Habitats

13



There are approximately 330 Species of Plants 
in the Park in 11 Different Habitats
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56 of the 135 Species 
of Insects and 172 of 

the 176 Species of 
Birds in the Park are 

on the IUCN Red List



Băneasa 
Forest
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A Fraction of 
Băneasa Forest 

Remains Accessible 
to the Public
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The Forest is Home to a 
Large Number of 

Amphibians and Birds, 
Many of Which are on 

the IUCN Red List



Methods
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16 Nature Park Apps were Analyzed for 
Key Features

22



23

Survey Results were Compared 
with App Features



Mockups were Created and Feedback 
was Collected
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Initial Impressions Proposed Features

Overall Layout Areas of 
Improvement
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Results



What do Participants Know?
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VNP



What do Participants Know?
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BF



What do Participants Like?
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VNP



What do Participants Like?
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VNP

“The fact that nature has 
returned, the new 

ecosystems, a breath of 
fresh air for the city. 
Variety of plants and 

animals”



BF

What do Participants Like?
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BF

What do Participants Like?
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“It is the perfect 
place to relax and 

connect with 
nature”



What Suggestions do Participants Have?
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VNP



What Suggestions do Participants Have?
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VNP

“To be guarded. 
Do not set fire to 
the vegetation”



BF

What Suggestions do Participants Have?
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BF

What Suggestions do Participants Have?
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“It must be 
respected, clean, 

supported, admired”  



VNP

What do Participants do?
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What do Participants do?

 

37

BF
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What do Participants want to Learn?



Let’s take a 
look at the 

app proposal
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https://www.figma.com/proto/zXRasbafQiPMioho9UCf6c/VParks-App-Design---English-Version?node-id=1-46&starting-point-node-id=1%3A46&mode=design&t=ePa6bSQyj0mNsXYx-1
https://www.figma.com/proto/zXRasbafQiPMioho9UCf6c/VParks-App-Design---English-Version?node-id=1-46&starting-point-node-id=1%3A46&mode=design&t=ePa6bSQyj0mNsXYx-1
https://www.figma.com/proto/zXRasbafQiPMioho9UCf6c/VParks-App-Design---English-Version?node-id=1-46&starting-point-node-id=1%3A46&mode=design&t=ePa6bSQyj0mNsXYx-1
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Recommendations



Support 
picking up 
trash using 
badges
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Future Stylistic and Content Suggestions 

Using a link 
to the 
iNaturalist 
database

Make the 
Scavenger 
Hunt detect 
seasons



Special Thank You
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Questions?
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