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CHAPTER 'fl-IE FOR'fY-SIXTH. 

T was the poor schoolmaster. No other than the poor 
schoolmaster. Scarcely less moved and surprised by the 
sight of the child than she had been on recognising him, he 
stood for a moment silent and confounded by this unex­
pected apparition, without even the presence of mind to 
raise her from the ground. 

But quickly recovering his self-possession, he threw down 
his stick and book, and dropping on one knee beside her, endeavoured by such 
simple means as occurred to him, to restore her to herself; while her grand­
father, standing idly by, wrung his hands, and implored her with many endear­
ing expressions to speak to him, were it only a word. 

"She is quite exhausted," said the schoolmaster, glancing upward into his 
face. "You have taxed her powers too far, friend." 

" She is perishing of want," rejoined the old man. " I never thought how 
weak and ill she was, till now." 

Cn,sting a look upon him, half-reproachful and half-compassionate, the 
schoolmaster took the child in his arms, and bidding the old man gather up 
her little basket and follow him directly, bore her away at his utmost speed. 

There was a small inn within sight, to which it would seem he had been 
directing his steps when so unexpectedly overtaken. Towards this place he 

YOL. II.-31. F 



MASTER HUMPHREY'S CLOCK, 

hurried with his unconscious burden, and rushing into the kitchen, and calling 
upon the company there assembled to make way for God's sake, deposited it 

on a chair before the fire. 
The company, who rose in confusion upon tho schoolmaster's entrance, did 

as people usually do under such circumstances. Everybody called for his ur 
her favourite remedy, which nobody brought; each cried for more air, at the 
same time carefully excluding what air there was, by closing round the object 
of sympathy; and all wondered why somebody else didn't do, what it never 
appeared to occur to them might be done by themselves. 

The landlady, however, who possessed more readiness and activity than 
any of them, and who had withal a quicker perception of the merits of the 
case, soon came running in with a little hot brandy and water; followed by her 
servant-girl, carrying vinegar, hartshorn, smelling-salts, and such other restora­
tives; which, being duly administered, recovered the child so far as to enable 
her to thank them in a faint voice, and to extend her hand to the poor school­
master, who stood with an anxious face, hard by. \Vithout suffering her to 
speak another word, or so much as to stir a finger any more, the women 
straightway carried her off to bed; and having covered her up warm, bathed 
her cold feet, and wrapped them in flannel, they despatched a messenger for 

the doctor. 
The doctor, who was a red-nosed gentleman with a great bunch of seals 

dangling below a waistcoat of ribbed black satin, arrived with all speed, and 
taking his seat by the bedside of poor Nell, drew out his watch, and felt her 
pulse. Then he looked at her tongue, then he felt her pulse again, and while 
he did so, he eyed the half-emptied wine-glass as if in profound abstraction. 

" I should give her-" said the doctor at length, "A tea-spoonful every now 
and then, of hot brandy and water." 

" ,vhy, that's exactly what we've clone, sir ! " said the delighted landlady. 
" I should also," observed tho doctor, who had passed the foot-bath on the 

stairs, " I should also," said the doctor, in the voice of an oracle, " put her 
feet in hot water, and wrap them up in flannel. I should likewise," said the 
doctor, with increased solemnity, " give her something light for supper-the 
wing of a roasted fowl now-" 

'• vVhy goodness gracious me sir, it's cooking at the kitchen fire this 
instant!" cried the landla,cly. And so indeed it was, for the schoolmaster had 
ordered it to be put clown, and it was gott.ing on so well that the doctor might 
have smelt it if he had tried-perhaps he did. 

" You may then," said tho doctor, rising gr:woly, '' give her a glass of hot 
mulleJ port wino, if she likes wine-" 

" And a toast, sir?" suggested the landlady. 
" Ay," said the doctor, in the tone of a man who makes a dignified con­

cession. " And a toast-of bread. But be very particular to make it of 
bread, if you please ma'am.'' 

With which parting injunction, slowly and portentously delivered, the 
doctor departed, leaving the whole house in admiration of that wisdom which 
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tallied so closely with their own. Everybody said he was a very shrewd 

doctor indeed, and knew perfectly what people's constitutions were ; which 

there appears some reason to suppose he did. 

While her supper was preparing, the child fell into a refreshing sleep, from 

which they were obliged to rouse her when it was ready. As she evinced 

extraordinary uneasiness on loaming that her grandfather was below stairs, 

and was greatly troubled at the thought of their being apart, he took his 

supper with her. Finding her still very restless on this head, they made him 

up a bed in an inner room, to which he presently retired. The key of this 

chamber happened by good fortune to be on that side of the door which was 

in Nell's room; she turned it on him when the landlady had withdrawn, and 

crept to bed again with a thankful heart. 

The schoolmaster sat for a long time smoking his pipe by the kitchen fire, 

which was now deserted, thinking, with a very happy face, on the fortunate 

chance which had brought him so opportunely to the child's assistance, and 

parrying, as well as in his simple way he could, the inquisitive cross-examina­

tion of the landlady, who had a great curiosity to be made acquainted with 

every particular of Nell's . life and history. The poor schoolmaster was so 

open-hearted, and so little versed in the most ordinary cunning or deceit, that 

she could not have failed to succeed in the first five minutes, but that he 

happened to be unacquainted with what she wished to know; and so he told 

her. -The landlady, by no means satisfied with this assurance, which she con­

sidei·ed an ingenious -evasion of the question, rejoined that he had his reasons 

of course. Heaven forbid that she should wish to pry into the affairs of her 

customers, which indeed were no business of hers, who had so many of her 

own. She had merely asked a civil question, and to be sure she knew it would 

meet with a civil answer. She was quite satisfied-quite. She had rather 

perhaps that he would have said at once that he didn't choose to be communi­

cative, because that would have been plain and intelligible. However, she had 

no right to be offended of course. He was the best judge, and had a perfect right 

to say what he pleased; nobody could dispute that, for a moment. Oh dear, no! 

" I assure you, my good lady," said the mild schoolmaster, "that I have 

told you the plain truth-as I hope to be saved, I have told you the truth." 

" ,vhy then, I do believe you are in earnest," rejoined the landlady, with 

ready good-humour, "and I'm very sorry I have teazed you. But curiosity 

you know is the curse of our sex, and that's the fact." 

The landlord scratched his head, as if he thought the curse sometimes in­

volved the other sex likewise; but he was prevented from making any remark 

to that effect, if he had it in contemplation to do so, by the schoolmaster's 

rejoinder. 
" You should question me for half-a-dozen hours at a sitting, and welcome, 

and I would answer you patiently for the kindness of heart you have shown 

to-night, if I could," he said. " As it is, please to take care of her in the 

mcrning, and let me know early how she is ; and to understand that I am pay­

master for the three." 
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o, prting with them on most friendly terms, not tho less cordial perhaps 
for this last direction, the schoolmaster went to his bed, and the host and 
hostess to theirs. 

The report in the morning was, that the child was better, but was extremely 
weak, and would at least require :1 nay's rest, and careful nursing, before she 
coul,I proceed upon her journey. Tho schoolmaster received this communica­
tion with perfect cheerfulness, observing that he had a day to spare-two days 
for that matter-and could very well afford to wait. As the patient was to sit 
up in the evening, he appointed to visit her in her room at a certain hour, and 
rambling out with his book, did not return until the hour arrived. 

Nell could not help weeping when they were left alone; whereat, and at 
sight of her pale face and wasted figure, the simple schoolmaster shed a few 
tears himself, at tho same time showing in very energetic language how foolish 
it was to do so, and how very easily it could be avoided, if one tried. 

" It makes me unhappy even in the midst of all this kindness" said the 
child, " to think that we should be a burden upon you. How can I ever 
thank you i If I had not met you so far from home, I must have died, and he 
would have been left alone." 

",i\T e'll not talk about dying" said the schoolmaster; "and as to burdens, 
I have made my fortune since you slept at my cottage." 

'' Indeed ! ., cried the child joyfully. 
'' Oh yes" returned her friend. " I have been appointed clerk and school­

master to a village a long way from here-and a long way from the old 
one as you may suppose-at five-and-thirty pounds a year. Five-and-thirty 
pounds!" 

"I am very glad" said the child-'' so very, very, glad." 
" I am on my way there now" resumed the schoolmaster. "They allowed 

me tho stage-coach-hire-outside stage-coach-hire all the way. Bless you, 
they grudge me nothing. But as the time at which I am exp11cted there, left 
me ample leisure, I determined to walk instead. How glad I am, to think 
I did so!" 

'' How glad should we be ! " 
" Yes, yes" said the schoolmaster, moving restlessly in his chair, "certainly, 

that's very true. But you-where arc you going, where are you coming from, 
what have you been doing since you left me, what had you been doing before ~ 
Now, tell me-do tell me. I know very little of the world, and perhaps you 
are better fitted to advise me in its affairs than I am qualified to give advice 
to you ; but I am very sincere, and I have a reason (you have not forgotten 
it) for loving you. I have felt since that time as if my love for him who died, 
had been transferred to you who stood beside his bed. If this" he added, 
looking upwards, " is the beautiful creation that springs from ashes, let its 
peace prosper with mo, as I deal tenderly arnl compassionately by this young 
child!" 

The plain, frank kindness of the honest schoolmaster, tho affectionate 
earnestness of his speech and manner, the truth which was stamped upon his 
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every word and look, gave the child a confidence in him, which the utmost arts 

of treachery and dissimulation could never have awakened in her breast. 

She told him all-that they had no friend or relative-that she had fled 

with the old man, to save him from a madhouse and all the miseries he dreaded 

-that she was flying now, to save him from himself-and that she sought an 

asylum in some remote and primitive place, where the temptation before 

which he fell would never enter, and her late sorrows and distresses could 

have no place. 
The schoolmaster heard her with astonishment. '' This child ! " he thought 

-" Has tliis child heroically persevered under all doubts and dangers, strug­

gled with poverty and suffering, upheld and sustained by strong affection and 

the consciousness of rectitude alone ! And yet the world is full of such heroism. 

Have I yet to learn that the hardest and best-borne trials are those which 

are never chronicled in any earthly record, and are suffered every day ! And 

should I be surprised to hear the story of this child ! " 

\Vhat more he thought or said, matters not. It was concluded that Nell 

and her grandfather should accompany him to the village whither he was 

bound, and that he should endeavour to find them some humble occupation 

by which they could subsist. " \Ve shall be sure to succeed," said the school­

master, heartily. "The cause is too good a one to fail." 

They arranged to proceed upon their journey next evening, as a stage­

waggon, which travelled for some distance on the same road as they must take, 

would stop at the inn to change horses, and the driver for a small gratuity 

would give Nell a place inside. A bargain was soon struck when the waggon 

came; and in due time it rolled away; with the child comfortably bestowed 

among the softer packages, her grandfather and the schoolmaster walking on 

beside the driver, and the landlady and all the good folks of the inn screaming 

out their good wishes and farewells. 

What a soothing, luxurious, drowsy way of travelling, to lie inside that 

slowly-moving mountain, listening to the tinkling of the horses' bells, the occa­

sional smacking of the carter's whip, the smooth rolling of the great broad 

wheels, the rattle of the harness, the cheery good-nights of passing travellers 

jogging past on little short-stepped horses-all made pleasantly indistinct by 

the thick awning, which seemed made for lazy listening under, till one fell 

asleep! The very going to sleep, still with an indistinct idea, as the head 

jogged to and fro upon the pillow, of moving onward with no trouble or fatigue, 

and hearing all these sounds like dreamy music, lulling to the senses-and the 

slow waking up, and finding one's self staring out through the breezy curtain 

half-opened in the front, far up into the cold bright sky with its countless 

stars, and downward at the driver's lantern dancing on like its namesake 

Jack of the swamps and marshes, and sideways at the dark grim trees, and 

forward at the long bare road rising up, up, up, until it stopped abruptly at a 

sharp high ridge as if there were no more road, and all beyond was sky-and 

the stopping at the inn to bait, and being helped out, and going into a room 

with fire :wd candles, and winking very much, and being agreeably reminderl 
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th, thQ ni.!ht wa cold, and anxiou for very comfort's sake to think it colder 
than it wa !-"'hat a deliciou journey was that journey in tho waggou. 

Then the iroin" on auain-so fresh at first, and shortly afterwards so sleepy. 
The w: kintr from a sound nap a the mail came dashing past like a highway 
comet. with trleaming lamps and rattling hoofs, and visions of a guard behind, 
tan ling up to keep his feet warm, and of a gentleman in a fur cap opening 

hi, eyrs and looking wild and stupefied-the stopping at the turnpike where 
tlw man wa gone to bed, and knocking at tho door until he answered with a 
~motlH'red ::ahout from under the bedclothes in tho little room aborn, where the 
faint light wa burning, and presently came down, night-capped and shivering, 
to throw the gate wide open, and ,vish all waggons off the road except by day. 
The cold 8harp in ten-al between night and morning-tho distnnt streak of light 
"idl•ning and spreading, and turning from grey to white, and from white to 
Yl !low, and from yellow to burning rrd-tho presence of day, with all its 
chccrfulne1<s and life-men and horses at the plough-birds in tho trees and 
hedge!', and boy in solitary field8, frightening them away with rattles. The 
coming to a town-people busy in the market; light carts and clmises round 
the tavern yard; tradesmen standing at their doors; men running horses up 
and down the street for ,:ale; pigs plun~ing and grunting in the dirty distance, 
getting off with long strings at their legs, running into clean chemists' shops 
and being <li~lodgcd with brooms by 'prrntices; the night coach changing 
horses- the passengers chc rless, cold, ugly, and discontented, with three 
months' growth of hair in one night-the coachman fresh as from a bandbox, 
and exquisitely beautiful by conlra t :-so much bustle, so many things in 
motion, uch a rnriety of incidents-when was there a journey with so many 
delights as that journey in the waggon ! 

omet ime walking for a mile or two while her grandfather rode in1<ide, and 
sometime e,·en prerniling upon the schoolmaster to take her place and lie 
clown to rest, :Xcll travelled on very happily until they came to ,t large town, 
where the waggon stopped, and whore they spent a night. They passed a 
largo church; and in tho streets were a number of old houses, built of tt kind 
of earth or pla tcr, crossed and re-crossed in a great many directions wit,h 
blade beams, which ga,·e them a remarkable and very ancient look. The doors, 
too, were arched and low, some with oaken portals and quaint benches, where 
the former inhabitants had sat on summer evenings. The windows were 
latticed in little diamond panes, that seemed to wink and blink upon the 
pa~~l·ngcr a if they were dim of sight. They had long since got clear of the 
smoke and furnaces, except in one or two solitary instances, where a factory 
planted among fields withered the space about it, like a burning mountain. 
\\'hen they had pa sod through thi town, they entel'ld again upon the country, 
and b gan to draw near their place of de tination. 

l t was not o near, however, but that they spent another night upon the 
roacl ; not that their doing o \\ a~ <1uite an act of necessity, but that the 
choolma~ti r, "hen they approached within a few miles of his village, had a 

fid;;dy ,cn,c <Jf hi dignity as th,_• new 1.·ltrk, and was unwilling to make his 
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entry in dusty shoes, and tra.vel-disordered dress. It was a fine, clear, autumn 
morning, when they camo upon the scene of his promotion, and stopped to 

contemplate its beauties. 
" See-here's the church !" cried the delighted schoolmaster, in a low voice ; 

'' and that old building close beside it, is tho school-house, I'll be sworn. 
Five-and-thirty pounds a year in this beautiful place ! " 

They admired everything-the old grey porch, tho mullioned windows, the 
vcnornblo grave-stones dotting tho green church-yard, tho ancient tower, tho 
very weathercock ; tho brown thatched roofs of cottage, barn, and home­
stead, peeping from among the t ree ; tho stream that rippled by tho distant 
watermill; tho bluo \Velch mountains far away. It was for uch a spot the 
child had wearied in the dcn~e, dark, miserable haun ts of labour. Upon her 
bed of ashes, and amidst tho squalid hon ors through which they had forced 
t heir way, visions of such scenes-beau tiful indeed, but not more beautiful 
than this sweet reali ty- had been always present to her mind. They had 
seemed to melt into a dim and airy distance, as the prospect of ever behold­
ing them again grew fainter ; but, as they receded, sho had loved and panted 
for them more. 

" I must leave you somewhere for a few minutes," Ertid tho schoolmaster, at 
length breaking tho silence into which they had fall en in their gladness. 
" I have a Jetter to present, and in<iuirics to make, you know. \Vhoro sh:ill 
I take you ? To tho little inn yonder ?" 

"Lot us wait hero," rejoined Noll. " Tho gate is open. \Ve will sit in 
the church porch till you come back." 
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" A good place too," said the schoolmaster, leading the way towards it, dis­
encumbering himself of his portmanteau, and placing it on the stone seat. 
"Be sure that I come back with good news, and am not long gone.'' 

So, the happy schoolmaster put on a bran-new pair of gloves which he had 
carried in a little parcel in his pocket all the way, and hurried off, full of ardour 
and excitement. 

Tho child watched him from the porch until tho intervening foliage hid him 
from her view, and then stopped softly out into the old church-yard-so solemn 
and quiet, that every rustle of her dress upon the fallen loaves, which strewed 
the path and made her footsteps noiseless, seemed an invasion of its silence. 
It was a very aged, ghostly place: the church had been built many hundreds 
of years ago, and had once had a convent or monastery attaclied; for arches in 
ruins, remains of oriel windows, and fragments of blackened walls, wore yet 
standing; while other portions of the old building, which had crumbled away 
and fallen down, were mingled with the church-yard earth and overgrown with 
grass, as if they too claimed a burying-phco and sought to mix their ashes with 
the dust of men. Hard by these gravestones of dead years, and forming a 
part of the ruin which some pains had been taken to render habitable in 
modern times, were two small dwellings with sunken windows and oaken 
doors, fast hastening to decay, empty and desolate. 

Upon these tenements, tho attention of the child became exciusiYely 
riveted. She knew not why. The church, the ruin, the antiquated graves, 
had equal claims at least upon a stranger's thoughts, but from the moment 
when her eyes first rested on these two cl well in gs, she could turn to nothing 
else. Even when she had made the circuit of the inelosuro, and, returning to 
the porch, sat pensively waiting for their friend, she took her station where she 
could still look upon them, and felt as if fascinated towards that spot. 

CHAPTER 'l'HE FOR'rY-SEVENTH. 

K.JT's mother and tho single gentleman-upon whose track it is expedient 
to follow with hurried steps, lest this history should be chargeable with incon­
stancy, and the offence of leaving its characters in situations of uncerta.inty and 
doubt-Kit's mother and the single gentleman, speeding onward in tho post­
chaise-and-four whose departure from the Notary's door we ha.ve already 
witnessed, soon left the tuwn behind thorn, and struck fire from the flints of 
the broad highway. 

Tlie good woman, being not a little ombarrasseJ by the novelty of her 
situation, and certain maternal a.pprohensions that perhaps by this time little 
Jacob, or the baby, or both, had fallen into the fire, or tumbled down stairs, 
or had been squeezed behind doors, or had scalded their windpipes in endea­
vouring lo allay their thirst at the spouts of tea-kettles, preserved an uneasy 
silence; and meeting from the window the eyes of turnpike-men, omnibus­
drivers, and others, felt in the now dignity of her position like a mourner at a 
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funeral, who, not being greatly afflicted by the loss of the departed, recognizes 

his every-day acquaintance from the window of the mourning-coach, but is 

constrained to preserve a decent solemnity, and the appearance of being 

indifferent to all external objects. 

To have been indifferent to the companionship of the single gentleman 

would have been tantamount to being gifted with nerves of steel. Never did 

chaise inclose, or horses draw, such a restless gentleman as he. He never sat 

in the same position for two minutes together, but was perpetually tossing his 

arms and legs about, pulling up the sashes and letting them violently down, 

or thrusting his head out of one window to draw it in again and thrust it, out 

of another. He carried in his pocket, too, a fire-box of mysterious and 

unknown construction; and as sure as ever Kit's mother closed her eyes, so 

surely-whisk, rattle, fizz-there was the single gentleman consulting his watch 

by a flame of fire, and letting the sparks fall down among the stra~v as if there 

were no such thing as a possibility of himself and Kit's mother being roasted 

alive before the boys could stop their horses. ·whenever they halted to 

change, there he was-out of the c..'trriage without letting down the steps, 

bursting about the inn yard like a lighted cracker, pulling out his watch by 

lamplight and forgetting to look at it before he put it up again, and in short 

committing so many extravagancies that Kit's mother was quite afraid of 

him. Then, when the horses were to, in he came like a Hfl.rlequin, and before 

they had gone a mile, out came the watch and the fire-box together, and 

Kit's mother was wide awake again, with no hope of a wink of sleep for 

that stage. 
" Are you comfortable?" the single gentleman would say after one of these 

exploits, turning sharply round. 

" Quite, sir, thank you." 

" Are you sure? An't you cold !'' 

"It is a little chilly, sir," Kit's mother would reply. 

'' I knew it !" cried the single gentleman, letting down one of the front 

glasses. " She wants some brandy and water ! Of course she does. How 

could I forget it? Hallo ! Stop at the next inn, and call out for a glass of hot 

brandy and water." 

It was in vain for Kit's mother to protest that she stood in need of nothing 

of the kind. The single gentleman was inexorable; and whenever he had 

exhausted all other modes and fashions of restlessness, it invariably occurred to 

him that Kit's mother wanted brandy and water. 

1n this way they travelled on until near midnight, when they stopped to 

supper, for which meal the single gentleman ordered everything eatable that 

the house contained; and because Kit's mother didn't eat everything at once, 

and eat it all, ho took it into his head that she must be ill. 

" You're faint," said the single gentleman, who did nothing himself but 

walk about the room. " I see what's the matter with you, ma'am. You're 

faint." 
" Thank you, sir, I'm not indeed." 
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" I know you are. I'm sure of it. I drag this poor woman from the bosom 
of her family at a minute's notice, and she goes on getting fainter and fainter 
before my eyes. I'm a pretty fellow ! How many children have you got 
ma'am?" 

" Two sir, besides Kit." 
" Boys, ma'am ?" 
" Y cs, sir." 
" Aro they christened?" 
" Only half baptised as yet, sir." 
" I'm godfather to both of 'em. Hcmcmbor that, if you please ma'am. 

You had better have some mulled wine." 
" I couldn't touch a drop indeed si1·." 
" You must," said the single gentleman. " I sec you want it. l ought to 

have thought of it before." 
Immediately flying to the bell, and calling for mulled wine as impetuously 

as if it had been wanted for instant use in the recovery of some person ap­
parently drowned, the single gentleman made Kit's mother swallow a bumper 
of it at such a high temperature that the tears ran down her face, and then 
hustled her off to the chaise again, where-not impossibly from the effects of 
this agreeable sedative- she soon became insensible to his restlessness, and fell 
fast asleep. Nor were the happy effects of this prescription of a transitory 
nature, as, notwithstanding that the distance was greater, and the journey 
longer, than the single gentleman had anticipated, she did not awake until it 
was broad day, and they were clattering over the pavement of a town. 

" This is the place !'' cried her companion, letting down all the glasses. 
"Drive to tho wax-work!" 

The boy on the wheeler touched his hat, and setting spurs to his horse, to 
the end that they might go in brilliantly, all four broke into a smart canter, 
and dashed through the streets with a noise that brought the good folks won­
dering to their doors and windows, and drowned the sober voices of the town­
clocks as they chimed out half-past eight. They drove up to a door round 
which a crowd of persons were collected, and there stopped. 

" What's this?" said tho single gentleman thrusting out his head. " Is 
anything the matter here ?" 

"A wedding sir, a wedding!" cried several voices. "Hurrah!" 
The single gentleman, rather bewildered by finding himself the centro of this 

noisy throng, alighted with the assistance of one of the postilions, and handed 
out Kit's mother, at sight of whom the populace cried out, " H ere's another 
wedding!" and roared and leaped for joy. 

"The world has gone mad, I think," said tho single gentleman, pressing 
through the concourse with his supposed bride. " Stand back here, will you, 
and let me knock." 

Anything that makes a noise is satisfactory to a crowd. A score of dirty 
hands wcare raised directly to knock for him, and seldom has a knocker of 
equal poweri. been made to produce more deafening sounds than this particular 
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engine on the occasion in question. Having rendered these voluntary services, 

the throng modestly retired a little, preferring that the single gentleman should 

bear their consequences alone. 

"Now sir, what do you want?" said a man with a large white bow at his 

button-hole, opening the door, and confronting him with a very stoical 

aspect. 
" Who has been married here, my friend?" said the single gentleman. 

" I have." 
" You ! and to whom in the devil's name?" 

" vVhat right have you to ask?'' returned the bridegroom, eyeing him from 

top to toe. 
" vVhat right! " cried the single gentleman, drawing the arm of Kit's 

mother more tightly through his own, for that goo<l woman evidently had it 

in contemplation to run away. "A right you little dream of. Mind, good 

people, if this fellow has been marrying a minor-tut, tut, that can't be. 

,vhere is the child you have here, my good fellow. You call her Nell. 

vVhere is she ~ " 
As he propounded this question, which Kit's mother echoed, somebody in a 

room near at hand, uttered a great shriek, and a stout lady in a white dress 

came running to the door, and supported herself upon the bridegroom's arm. 

" Where is she?" cried this lady. " ,vhat news have you brought me? 

What has become of her ? " 

The single gentleman started back, and gazed upon the face of the late 

Mrs. J arley (that morning wedded to the philosophic George, to the eternal 

wrath and despair of Mr. Slum the poet.), with looks of conflicting apprehen­

sion, disappointment, and incredulity. At length he stammered out, 

" I ask you where she is? vVhat do you mean?" 

" Oh sir ! " cried the bride, " If you have come here to do her any good, 

why weren't you here a week ago?" 

" She is not-not dead? '' said the person to whom she addressed her11elf, 

turning very pale. 

" No, not so bad as that." 

"I thank God," cried the single gentleman feebly. " Let me come in." 

They drew back to admit him, and when he had entered, closed the door. 

" You see in me, good people," he said, turning to the newly-married 

couple, " one to whom life itself is not dearer than the two persons whom I 

seek. They would not know me. My features are strange to them, but if 

they or either of them are here, take this good woman with you, and let them 

see her first, for her they both know. If you deny them from any mistaken 

regard or fear for them, judge of my intentions by their recognition of this 

person as their old humble friend." 

" I always said it!" cried the bride, "I knew she was not a common child! 

Alas sir! we have no power to help you, for all that we could do, has been tried 

in vain." 
With that, they related to him without disguise or concealment, all that 
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they knew of Nell and her grandfather, from their first meeting with them, 
down to the time of their sudden disappearance; adding (which was quite 
true) that they had made every possible effort to trace them, but without 
success; having been at first in great alarm for their safety, as well as on 
account of the suspicions to which they themselves might one day be exposed 
in consequence of their abrupt departure. They dwelt upon the old man's 
imbecility of mind, upon the uneasiness the child had always testified when he 
was absent, upon the company he had been supposed to keep, and upon the 
increased depression which had gradually crept over her and changed her 
both in health and spirits. ,vhether she bad missed the old man in the 
night, and, lmowing or conjecturing whither he had bent his steps, had gone 
in pursuit, or whether they had left the house together, they ha.d no means of 
determining. Certain they considered it, that there was but slender prospect 
left of hearing of them again, and that whether their flight originated with 
the old man, or with the child, there was now no hope of their return, 

To all this, the single gentleman listened with the air of a man quite borne 
down by grief and disappointment. H e shed tears when they spoke of the 
grandfather, and appeared in deep affiiction. 

Not to protract this portion of our narrative, and to make short work of a 
long story, let it be briefly written that before the interview came to a close, 
the single gentleman deemed he had sufficient evidence of having been told the 
truth, and that he endeavoured to force upon the bride and bridegroom an 
acknowledgment of their kindness to the unfriended child, which, however, 
they steadily declined accepting. In the end, the happy couple jolted away 
in the caravan to spend their honeymoon in a country excursion ; and the 
single gentleman and Kit's mother stood ruefully before their carriage-door. 

" Whore shall we drive you sir ?" said the post-boy. 
"You may drive mo," said the single gentleman, "to the-" H e was not 

going to add " inn," but he added it for the sake of Kit's mother; and io tho 
inn they went. 

Rumours had already got abroad that the little girl who used to show the 
wax-work, was the child of great people who had been stolen from her parents 
in infancy, and had only just boon traced. Opinion was divided whether she 
was the daughter of a prince, a duke, an earl, a viscount, or a baron, but all 
agreed upon the main fact, and that the single gentleman was her father; and 
all bent forward to catch a glimpse, though it were only of the tip of his noble 
nose, as lie rode away, desponding, in his four-horse chaise. 

, v hat would he have given to know, and what sorrow would have been 
saved if he had only known, that at that moment both child and grandfather 
were seated in the old church porch, patiently a,waiting tho schoolmaster's 
return! 
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AD\ ' EfiTISnrnN'l'S. 

:Now publilhing in J,fon/h/!f P art,, price One Shilling , 

EACH PART CONTAINING FOUR PLATES, 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASTER HUMPHREY'S CLOCK. 
BY T. SIBSON. 

The f ollowing are ,elected from numerous favourable Notices : 
0 T hec;e Jllnstra tioos have m uch merit. 0 - Cour t Journal, 

u H ighly creditable to th e Artist ."-Era . 
u Mr. Sibs(m·, Qui Ip , Swh·eller, and Co., stand before us boldly, 

and we had nlmo!,t ~ni<l bodily, in a separate form. The work is 
well gut up.''-Satiri1t • 

"The spirit and freedom of these Sketches do Mr. Sihson great 
credit; th ey are vastlr superior to the general nm nf the illu-.tr ,. 
tions of these ephemeral publications, and are likely to atl \·ance the 
reputation o f Master Humphrey's Clock. 'Podgcr's catchi1 g a 
Witch,' 1 Kit' s \Vritiog Lesson/ and 'Q11il p scparajng the Com­
batant!',' are very supenor de5igns."- Age. 

.. Thcc;c Illu~trations a re clever . " ~e actually quai l before th e "These ,,cry spirited Etchings do ju~tice not only to t ho humou r, 
pictorial rcall:to.tion of Quilp. T he scene between hi~ and his b11t to the character, costume, and expression of the nuthor.''­
mothcr -ln law 1s terribtr r<'al. The t wo Welle rs a re capital. Mr. Atlas. 
Sibson haa exhi bit ed great ta.lent. "-Sunday T ime,. 

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS TO VOLUME I. 
M £ ASU Rl :SG TH E SWORDS . L I TTLE NELL AND T HE O LD M AN A T TH E CoTTAGER's. 

THE PUN CH AND J UDY S CENE AT TRE I NN . J oE T ooo YHI GH' s CooL RECEPT ION, 
T1-1 r. Il.\RDER R E r.ATING THE HI STORY OF TII& DEAF LITTLE NELL S E LLI NG FLOWEUS ON T HE RA CECOU RiR. 

Gi,;:--:TLE.\IAN'S P I PE . 

" H E CA M E, HE SA lD, T O CO NQU ER OR TO DIE / ' 

P ooGE n's CA TC H IN G A WIT CH. 

J\l n. P 1CKWI CK's I ,,-TROD UCTI0'1 TO TH E CLUB. 
K IT'S \Ynt T IN G L ESSO N. 
Q u 11. P A-:.. o 111 S ~I OTHER·lX-LAW. 

S wtVELLER DR E AKING O F F WITH ~fI S S S. WACKL'ES, 

T HE 01.D i\hN IMPLORI NG Q u lLP TO !,(AKE F URTHER 
ADYANCE • 

KIT'S LIBERALITY UNDE R THE I NFLUESCE O F HI! 

NEw CLOTHES. 
SCEN ES A T THE ScHOOLMASTEn.' s: . 

MR. SLUM'S UNEXPECTED APP~A R ANCJ,; . 

NELL A:SD T HE OLD MAN RESTt:<G. 
THE Qr.o 1'!A~ COUNTING 1 H E MOSEY STOLEN FROi\f 

NELL. 

1-hss MONFLA.THERS DAMAGIXG T HE H EAR T S o:r 
MlDDLE - AGED GENTLEMEN, 

'
1 SA MIVEL, I MIST R U ST THAT 

B AR BE R . '' 
' E R E DECE I TFUL MR. 8WIVELLER OPEN I NG A NEW WO RLD TO HIS 

FELLOW - CLERK. 
QU ILP SE PARATING THE COMIJATANTS, 

LONDON: ROBERT TYAS, PAT ERNOSTER ROW. 

On the 1st November will be published, price Is., 

PART XI . O F CORNER'S HISTORICAL LIBRARY, 
Forming Part II., a nd being the Completion of 

THE HISTORY OF SCOTLAND, 
Embellishc<l wi t h a beautiful H is tor ical Engraving on Steel, and an accurate Map. 

Four voliJm<'s of these autr.entic, cheap, and beautifully-illustrated Histories, peculiar1r adapted fo r Schools and for :Family Readin.r, 
a rc now publi!,hed, and mar be obtai ned of every Bookseller i n the United Kingdom; viz.-

THE HISTORY OF ENCLAND AND W A L ES, 
To J une 18-1 0 : with Fi ve splendid E ngra,·in gs on Steel, and new Map. 3&. 6rl . bound. 

T HE H IST ORY OF IRELAND, 
T o September 18 40: wi th Three splendid E ngravings on Steel, and an accurate Map. 2.T . 6cl. hound . 

T HE HISTORY OF SPAIN AND PORTUCAL, 
To t he Year 16..a 0 : wit h T hree n.ne En~ravings on Steel, and a Map. 2,. 6d. bound . 

THE HI STO RY OF FRANCE, 
To the Year 19 ..ao ; wi th Three bea utiful Engra vings on Steel, and a Map. 2,. 6cl. bonnrl. 

A liberal allownnc p to Schools; and a Prospectus of the work will be sent, upon application, to any part of the country, posta1:e free . 

Et1Ff::f~~;~ ~~~~~~ ~~ie:~i.:~~~:~ie';~'.rcadncedle-strcct, Lon don . Ireland :-MACHK:,.r and Co ., Dublin. Stotland :-J. Mss-z1ss, 

fflalle wit h out 
t roub(r, 

tlrunh lllith out 
regnr. 

P roduces s•ro11J:, clear thi, lnvrn tion may be 
aad Aromatic Coffee , Ly usr.d by all Clt.1ssc11 

a beau tiful scie.otllic a ud will prove a 
procen, lh:tlsavcs 1\\1 powerfu l aux il iary 

t roubl , unJ preseots i l to the cause of 
source of dally amu~c. ~ ;:i'.~~~ T empc.ra.uce. 

mcnt, while, from Sold by all lroo. 
it Che:,p:1c-.s, ~==.Jo._;: mon ~c-n . 

PL I\TO\V' S PATENT COFFEE URN , 

N EWSPAPERS ON CREDIT.-Not soiled, 
and forward ed from London on the day they are published. 

Per Quarter £1 ss ; if paid for in advance £1 3.'I' . Times. Morni ng 
Chron icle, Herald, and Post.-1\Jessrs. P oll ard and Son, News 
Agents , 17 1 Duke-street, West Smilhficld, London . 

H UNTING & RIDING WHIPS. Tho 
la rgest Stock in the world of the real Malacca Can e> H unt­

ing Crops, so celebrated for lightness and durahil il}', from 6.'i . each. 
Ditto with German Silver Hammers, from tos. A SJ)lcndid as­
sortment of Riding Whips , from 1~. Ditto, w ith Solid Silver 
Mounts, and best make, from 6s. 6d. Ditto, handsomelr clla.sed 
Silver, from g&. At the Manufactory, Golden Pcrcil 1 5-.!, Stran~. 
J . C1 11:-: 1-; K , Proprietor.-N.ll. Country dealers supplied. 

DAX G EH. _\.YOID E D.- As winter ap- NATIONAL BREWINC ASSOCIATION, 
duce,t P~t'~~~·~sll~~t~:.u;0~ti~;11 ~sc~f1~~~t~~lt~i~~es i ~~·e~~t~g L~t~~ B y th e Quu n', Ro.11ul Lellt:ra Patent. 
CLOTH, &c .• thoroughly D t PER.\" IOL""R to the hea,·iest RAI N, CAPlTAL £ 200,000, in 20,000 Shares of ..£10 each . 
,,.;u,,,ut con~,ung ,,,,.,piratiun, or imparting any objectionable T HE object of this Association is to supply the 
propcrtr whatc,·er. The hil?;"hlr succc~sful experience of above Public wit h J AR.Vi s's PATJ-:NT CoNCKNTRATKD .l!:XTRACT 011 
two }"Cars, and the m0;-,tcon,·incing testimonials, have completely )lAJ,T a nd II o r s, for m akiog Genuine ALE and PORTE R to any 
c.~tah!L.~hed the merit.. of this valuable and llnexpensh·e discovery. ex tent a nd s trength required, without the usual requisite of brew­
The <.:OORI S"(,TO:\" FROCK is a much-apvro,·ed water.proof gar- ing utensils, or t he tedious proces~ of brewing-. 
Ttll'nt , mMe to mca urc Ill the bc~t manner, from a new and much Applications for Prospectui es or Shares, on which 11. deposit 
ar.tmirM l1("nt woo,\en mater,al. re-,einbling cloth, is gcutlcmanly is required to be ,aid t o the Ba nkers of the A~soc1ation 1 the Union 
a_n,t ,_1 1_1r~ _>le, ."atcr pro,11 ~110 JTl~(i J AC K E:J~, CLOAK· , Hauk of London , Moorgatc-s trect, City, mu~t be forthwith made 
L_.\ Pt-:~. '. RU.\\ :-.EH._:-;, 1.1-.:bG I ;,.;c;.s, Pl LOT and Li t:.-\ \' ~ R COAT ::,, I at t he o ffi cci; of the Associa1ion , N o .• _17, ~cw liriclgc-&trect, Black. 
kc.~ a~ Cl.O.\KS, "1th H OODS, <.:APE.S , &c. for \. ad1c!).- friar1>;orto \ \'. H La mm ir• ,EM1.,Sohc itor, s ,Joh n strcct,Adclphi. 
\\ .\Lt Eh. lll::H.Uue, T.\ILUK, bg , COH._!li H ILL (north su.le. N. ll .-Man i.ifacturing Prenuses in,mcdiately wanted. 

::rnADlll."R.Y .-\:'\O t.,"A~i;, Pnr.rn:m,, \\UI T Jo: Jl' RI A k S . 
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