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How to get started 
space 

PLANNING

BUILDING

MAINTENANCE

 

This manual will go into detail on all of these topics so you 

can have a better composting toilet experience! 

 

PLAN BUILD MAINTAIN 

 

  



5 
 

The Basics: How they work 
(Space) 

A dry composting toilet is a type of toilet that treats both solid and 

liquid human waste through composting without the use of water. 
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How they work: A system diagram 
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The Basics: Preparing your space 
(Space) 

 

 

You’ve decided you want a composting toilet…now 

what? 

Helpful tip: 
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The Basics: Obtaining the materials 
( ) space 

Quantity Material 
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Design Option 
Space 
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Design: Composting Bin 
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Cross-sectional View of the Composting Bin 

 

 

 

  

Alternate View of 

the Composting Bin 
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Design: Ventilation System 
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Elbow and Connector Portion of the Ventilation System 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top part with mesh segment                Fan segment  
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How to Install a Composting Toilet 
Space 

Set up the pedestal 
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Set up the ventilation system 

 

 

Top                                                                                Middle 
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Set up the ventilation system (continued)
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Set up the composting bin 
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Putting it all together 
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How to Maintain a Composting Toilet 
Space 

  

System updates Composting 

Additives Emptying the bin 
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Additives  
Space 

Recommended Additives: 
 Sawdust 

o 

 Dry leaves 
o 

 Wood or Bark Chips 
o 

Disclaimer: 

 Lime 
o 

 Food Waste 
o 
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How to Empty the Bin 
Space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Helpful Tips: 

 Don’t reattach a completely empty compost bin. 

Your compost needs microorganisms and organic 

material to get started again. 

 

 Always detach the ventilation pipes, leaching tubes, 

and chute before trying to move the compost bin! 
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Compost Use 
Space 

 

Here’s a few ideas to get you started: 
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Trial and Error 
Space 

Vermicomposting 

 

Urine diverter in the seat 

 

Compost stirrer 
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Multiple Bins 
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Troubleshooting 
Space 

My composting toilet smells bad! 
 

 

 

 

 

There are flies. 
 

 

 

 

 

My fan broke. 
 

 

 

There’s too much liquid in my compost. 
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FAQs 

Space 

What if my composting toilet smells? 

 

Will it be more expensive? 

 

Will it require more maintenance than my flushing toilet? 

Are composting toilets sanitary? 
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FAQs 
Space 

Can I put toilet paper in? 

 

How long will it take to fill the barrel? 

 

How does the composting process work? 

How do I know when the compost is ready to use? 
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Resources 
Space 
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