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'' s otn.-n j udgment Is the ground ot writing well; 

And when philo ophy ilirects your choice 
To proper subject£! rightly understood, 
Words from the pen will naturally ftow.'' 

-Horace. 

WE are all fond of saying that the 
marking system is a dismal failure, 

that we care nothing for position in the 
class, and much more to u similar effect. 
But just notice the mun who is foremost 
in cxpresl:!ing his utter contempt for the 
whole system, as be breaks the seal of 
his envelope and draws forth the paper 
which bears his murk. The expectant 
gleam in his eye, as he eagerly scans the 
sheet, and the quick flash of sat isfaction 
or disappointment gives place a moment 
later to an expression of supreme indif
ference. But the story bas been told. 

The indiffe rence is assumed. Say what 
we will, we would all like to enter that 
charmed circle, the "first six." And 
this is a most commendable ambition, 
for a position at the head of the class 
means faithful application and mental 
ability. But there is no necessity of 
diluting upon this theme, for success 
always meets with abundant recognition. 
It is far more profitable to turn our at
tention to the "htst six." Such consid
emtion bus at least the charm of novelty. 
Our work at the Institute is of a very 
practical nature, and much of it is of 
value for its own sake, and yet tho dis
cipline of hurd work and accumte think
ing far outweigh~:~ the actual knowledge 
gained. One man glides through the 
course, gt·usping things, as it were, lty in
tuition. Another is obliged to fight his 
way through, step by step. Each day's 
work presents difficulties 'vhich must be 
met with unwavering courage and in
domitable resolution. The former bas, 
on graduation, a store of knowledge 
which, as his outlook broadens, will ap
penr more and more insignificant. The 
lntter has developed, during the three 
year ' struggle with a slow intellect, a 
strength of cbarncter which will enable 
him, as he goes forth into the world, to 
"stand, self-poised, on .Munbood's t:Jolid 
earth." There is something higher 
and better than mere intellectual bril
liancy ,-a symmetrically developed char
acter. And this, the more precious 



62 THEW PI . 

jewel, will be found in the keeping of 
those who grace the " last six;• more 
often than those to whom a superficial 
judgment U$signs the position of honor. 
Considering this we can well aflord to 
feel in reality that superiority to marks 
which we nre prone to assume. Self 
applause, iu its true t sense, is, after all, 
the only thing worth striving for, and if 
haply we are conscious of that, we may 
look upon our marks with complacency, 
even if they should consign us to the 
"last six." 

AT a time when there is such an open 
field for usefuJ invention we fail to 

see how men can afford to waste their 
time and energies in trying to circum
vent nature; in striving to perfect 
machinery according to principles con
trary to the simplest laws of physics. 
And yet not long since, Keeley's great 
corporation met, and listened, with seem
ing entire confidence in the ability of 
their leader, to a report wherein ho 
promised a speedy completion of his 
machine. And he was not only urged 
on to further effort, but more funds were 
voted him from the company's treasury 
for that purpose. The nearest approxi
mation to a perpetual motion machine, 
or an apparatus for producing its own 
energy, is a clock in Germany, which, 
when nearly run down, releases powerful 
fans which are set in motion by the 
wind, the weights being raised thereby 
and the machine running on again. Thus 
it has been run for many years. But 
how foolish to continue this battle 
against nature I We hear also of a 
great Russian scientist who claims to 
have discovered an explosive which 

exert.r; p?·essu?·e in one di1·ection only. 
" 1hut an immense advantage this would 
be to armies ! I t would relieve them of 
much of their impedimenta and at the 
t::ame time make them as effective as if 
accompanied by u htrge battery. Hollow 
logs could be loaded, held by two men 
during the discharge, and then left 
behind, if retreat became necessary, with
out any loss to the army. But as we hear 

I 

of all these wonderful things we are led 
to wonder why it is that men cannot be 
satisfied with using their abilities in a 
legitimate direction, anu not waste them 
entirely by attempting impossibilities. 

LAST winter after the first snow fell 
the path up Tech hill was most 

wretchedly ~'l.ken cnre of. In many in
stances no attempt wns made to clear it 
till noon, and even then a narrow fifteen
inch path which stopped ~bort at the 
bottom of the hill was the most that was 
given us. Now, when we are so fre
quently warned to "be careful and not 
get our feet wet," we think that it 
would be an exceedingly proper thing 
for the Institute authorities to do all in 
their power to assist us in preserving 
our health. And when at 10 A. M. we 
are compelled to wade through a small 
snow-drift in order to get up to 
Chapel we think something should be 
done. We hope that these remarks are 
entirely unnecessary, and that the walk 
will be properly cleared this winter. 
And if the Institute is too poor to pay a 
man to shovel a path clear out to Boyn
ton Street, we believe that a notice to 
the school to that effect would bring in 
sufficient contributions to warrant its 
being done. 
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JS there not some way to get more heat 
into the shop these cold mornings? 

During the recent vacation many morn
ings it was quite uncomfortable in the 
shop even with coat and vest on. And 
the manner in which the wood-room is 
heated makes it almost impossible and 
very imprudent for one to work there in 
cold weather. One of the students has 
recently been through a severe illness 
resulting from a cold tuken in the wood
room, ann we have heard of a considera
b le number of severe colds which arose 
from the same cause. It seems to us 
poor policy not to hire a watchman at 
least during the winter months, so that 
the steam may be turned on earlier than 
at present. When the health of our 
students is threatened by such an omis
sion, it becomes economy to make a 
little greater outlay to prevent such an 
occurrence. 

I N our November issue we published a 
short editorial in reference to the 

fund which is being established by the 
Alumni in memory of Dr. Charles 0 . 
Thompson. Since that time a few pro
posed plans for the placing of the fund 
have come to us, and we think they may 
be of interest here. Of course any plans 
which are made must of necessity be 
very indefinite at present, for it will 
doubtless take a term of yea.rs perhaps 
to collect the fund. But yet, plans for 
such nn object are by no means air 
castles, and, it seems to us, are always 
in order. It has been proposed to erect 

·a memorial building to be devoted to 
such purposes as will be of direct benefit 
and advantage to the students at the 
Institute as a whole. For instance, a 

ren.ding-room would doubtless be one of 
the leading features. This especially 
would at once commend itself to every 
one as a most desirable feature, for it 
seems as if in no place more than an 
Institute like ours is reference to the 
papers of the day an actual necessity. 
To be sure we have our city library, but 
how much more easy of access a reading
room of our own. Also a room is pro
posed to be used for the purpose of 
social gatherings, lectures, etc. A room 
would doubtless be provided for the 
meetings of the Y. M. C. A., the same 
to be used also by the societies of the 
Institute. To say that a gymnasium is 
a most important part of the project is 
scarcely necessary. All plans, as previ
ously stated, are of course very indefinite, 
yet the centr.1l idea of the Alunmi is 
clearly to be seen as a desire to furnish 
a bui lding for the Institute which will 
be of common benefit to the students. 
In this we think they show :1 most wise 
conception of the needs of their Alma 
·Mater. For what do we need more than 
a building for just such a purpose? A 
place where we can all meet on common 
ground nnd promote a general school 
feeling, which, we are sorry to say, bas 
always been one of the failing points in 
the society of the Tech. 'V'hen we as 
students do not throughout the course 
meet together a single time for the pur
pose of sociability and enjoyment, can it 
be expected that there is any chance for 
a common interest in each other's wel
fare to grow up amongst us? In a 
school of 150 students, when 70 per 
cent., yes, 80 per cent. of the Junior 
class are without any acquaintance at all 
with the Senior class, it seems to us that 
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an outluy in the direction suggested 
could not he better placed. 

We presume that the Alumni have 
also in mind the propriety of having a 
room for the exclusive use of the '' W P 
I." If they have not we suggest it as 
modestly as poSl:iible for their considera
tion. It is a matter of much regret to 
us that our exchanges ( und we have a 
large and good list of them) cannot be 
made accessible to all the students. As 
college students ourselves we all cannot 
fail to be interested in the doings of other 
colleges, and much interesting news is 
to be found in the various college 
journals. Nearly every college has a 
room for this purpose, and we would 
most earnestly suggest the desil'l~biHty 

of such at our Institute. 

I N less than two weeks the class of '91 
will make its appearance at tho Tech. 

We a wait with interest the first g limpse 
of the gallant company of "Preps." 
'Yi1l they be tull or short, bold or timid, 
strong or weak? They wm he "ver
dant" of course. "'rho ever saw a 
''Prep" that wasn't ! We have all been 
there ourselves. Just take a look back 
for a moment, and repress a smile, if you 
can, at our simple innocence. Do you 
remember how dignified we were when 
we each took our turn at shifting belts? 
And when we climbed the golden stairs 
and squirted "nasty, greasy oil " upon 
the counter-shaft bearing till the drip 
cup overflowed, we thought ourselves 
prepared for almost anything in the line 
of mechanics. And then we twisted 
hand-screws till our little arms ached, 
and we had to sit down and rest. But 
when we went home to dinner that first 

day we walked erect, and ' 'I'm a Tech •• 
stuck out all over us. 0 those were 
balmy days ! It is almost painful now 
to recall them. Oh, to be a "Prep" 
once more in all our youthful innocence ! 
To live in an atmosphere devoid of the 
suffocating odor of theses, and free from 
the dense fumes of Applied Mechanics 1 
'Twould be bliss indeed. 

Boys, don't give the" Preps" the cold 
shoul<ler. Let's give them a hearty 
welcome and make their interests our 
own as far as possible. Don't wait for 
an introduction, but make them feel that 
all Techs aTe united by a common bond 

of friendship. 

THE COLLEGE-BRED GIRL. 

IT is a common resource of all writers 
for the college press to fall buck 

upon a discussion of our collegians. 
Their merits are noted ; their follies are 
deplored; their Unes of influence after 
graduation are marked out; their intel
lectual abiliUes are extolled. Included 
in this great class is the co1lege-brcd 
girl, and yet our college writers ap
parently are indifferent to her existence. 
Is she so withdrawn, so secluded from 
the world about her as to preclude a11 
our attempts to form an estimate of her 
ch:u··acter? Or are we perhaps awed by 
the too great complexity of the subject 
for analysis? I must confess that, as I 
contemplate the fertility of the field he
fore me for the forming of many mis
judged opinions, and the consequent mis
representation of facts,-! must confess 
that I nm not a little abashed at my own 
temerity. And, therefore, should some 
fnir reader find any of my statements 
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misleading or incorrect, I most earnestly 
hope that she will pardon the unintended 
error, and confer a favor by a correction 
founded upon the authority of her own 
experience. 

The world is too apt in these days to 
jump to general conclusions from special 
cases which, through chnnce alone, are 
brought to their attention. It is the 
nature of many persons, perhaps it is 
human nature, upon meeting with but a 
single individual of a class , to announce 
their judgment of the class as a whole, 
and firmly stick to that judgment as 
well-founded and indisput.able. It is 
human nature again, for them to find 
and deplore all the unpleasant qualities 
which may reside in this individual 
nature, and, with not a glance at the 
brighter and more favorable traits, judge 
accordingly of the wbole class. Now lt 
is a common idea, founded upon the 
above-named principles ( if such tbey 
de~:~erve to be called) that the college 
girl is a fancy production, a false crea
tion of art, a figure-heacl with brains full 
of high-toned notions and msthetic ideas. 
In tbc same manner comes the opinion 
that female colleges are but training 
schools for the 1·ich man's daughter, that 
their educational systems are compatible 
only with the exalted and airy position 
of a wealthy girl, whose time, if not 
otherwise employed, would be a burden 
on her hands. The jokes about the 
slang of the Vassar girl , and the aristo
cratic nose of the student at "\'V ellesley 
are to l)e found in every newspaper's 
funny column. They ridicule every 
period of the co1lege girl's existence, 
and become more distorted as they grow 
more prevalent. 

Are these correct ideas? Have they 
proper foundation? Does Vassar or 
Wellesley cultivate a girl of ordinary 
means, of ordinary ideas, and of ordina
ry ability beyond her sphere of useful
ness? Here is a chance for some un
known fair college friend to sustain me 
when I answer, "No." Such estimates 
of the co11ege girl's character, it seems 
to me, can result only from a narrow
minded view of the subject, and are not 
wat-ranted by any general knowledge of 
the fllcts . 

" Wh:1t is a colJege-bred girl good 
for ?" is a plain and matter-of-fact way 
of stnting the question. It is almost 
self-evident that the inte11ectual activity 
of a country is directly proportional to 
tho number of institutions of learning 
which it supports. Can we draw the 
line between V a.ssar and Hnrvtu·d and 
say that tho former does not contribute 
bet· full proportionate sbnro ? I have 
talked with college-bred g irls ; I have 
been entertained by their brightness and 
vivucity; I have been ulmost shamed 
into silence by their able discussion of 
the topics of the day, both in business 
and politics ; I have sat on the rustic 
seats at Wellesley, and, looking at the 
large fleet of boats out upon the Jittle 
lake below, I have wondered if an esti
mate could be formed of the physical, 
mental, and moral attainments which 
must of necessity be acquired in a term 
of y.ears spent amidst the beauties of 
that charming spot. The mere associa
tion with nature is enough to gunrantee 
a development of the most obdurate 
temperaments. I have watched a com
pany of college girls as they boarded 
the train at the commencement of their 
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Cbristmaa holidttys, aml I have failed to 
find in any case the common usage of 
the disugreeahle language which our 
newspapers o deplore. Now to answer 
the question which be~an this paragraph, 
I would say, the college-bred g irl is 
strong hecuusc of her influence. H er 
education is an ennobling qual ity, and 
especially is its intluence fe lt where her 
power is strongest, in her own house
hold. Sbc h:1s been trnined in t.he laws 
attendnnt upon physica l, mental, and 
mornl cxcellen<:e, and thh; training inva
riably shows itself, and b tl its efiect; 
and this ettcct, under the circumstances 
named cannot be otherwise than benefi
cial. 

The collcae-hred ai rl is muster of her 
" 0 

eituaticm, howe,·er trying it mny be. 
She lms thnt dig nity of he:wing wruch 
makes hl'r position an independent one. 
Xot e\·ery girl who attends college 
s tudies for a definite end. Indeed, I 
am incl ined to think that, aside from 
tho. c who study for a tea<:her's position, 
the end aimed aL is ' imply to gain as 
hroad an education a · po · ihle :mel 
directed townrd no special ohject. And 
this, indeed, is purpose enough . I hold 
( :md hero agnin I would call upon some
ODe to :-;ustuin or dis;tpprovo my opin
ion) thnt senrce ly a girl ontero college 
with tho expectation of being always 
dcpendnnt upon her own resom·ces. 
W oman was de ·igned as a. companion 
for man. After mttrdage man's f::teulties 
tend to develop faster than woman's 
owing to acti\'ity in husiness. If then 
the collcge-hred g irl has obtained her 
brmtd education, will her companionslliJ'> 
not on ly be worth more and command 
a greater respect , but will it not result 

in a much more refined sense of enjoy
ment for her companion and herself? 

I believe in the college-bred girl. I 
admire her good qualities, in the pres
ence of which I would forget her less 
attractive traits. I place her on the 
same plane as the college-IJred young 
man, and I respect her position as much. 
Honor and respect to the high-school 
girl, but for tho college-bred g irl I re
serve a reverence :tkiu to adoration. 

ALL AROUND NEW YORK. 

I. 

NEW YORK iR a peculiar city in 
l. many respects, and perhaps one of 
the most striking things about it is that 
scurcelx anyone owu the bou e be lives 
in. This is owing to the high cost of 
land. The increase in land values has 
been almost incredible. As is well 
known, the ent ire is land was once ..;old 
for $~4 ; uut to-day there is an acre of 
land on '"all street that alone is worth 
$3 '000' 000. 

This high valuation of land bas given 
the city a peculiar stylo of architecture. 
In Baltimore and \Vu:;hington there are 
n not:.lble number of two-:::tory :m1l three
story l•ui ldings, but in New York, build
ings of trus style huve g iven place to 
those of ix, seven, eight, ten and even 
twelve stories . Near Central Park there 
are numerous very lofty ap:wtment build
inga, and someone has aptly said that if 
higher ones arc ever built, a groove 
mu t be left in the top for the moon to 
pass through. 

In such very high buildings the press
ure on the foundations is immense, and 
the walls must be made exceedingly 
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thick to withstand it. A well-known 
architect, who bas had a large experi
ence in mattero of this kind, proposes to 
erect steel pillars and suspend the differ
ent Boors from these by means of truss
work, so that the strains will be distrib
uted ve~y much as they are in an apple 
tree loaded with heavy fruit. This is a 
most radical departure from the estab
lished notions of builders, yet there is 
nothing impossible about it, and the 
inventor claims that it is not even im
practicable; he is willing to undertake 
the construction of :fifteen or even 
eighteen-story buildings on this plan, 
guaranteeing satisfac~tory results. The 
great ohject in having such high build
ings is, of course, to enclose as much 
space as is possible with a given expend
iture for land. 

The practical impossibility of anyone 
owning a house here, unles3 he is very 
wealthy indeed, will be understood from 
what rulS been said, and the fact that 
nearly everyone rents his house, suite 
or room, will be apprecinted. From this 
anangement it follows that the average 
New-Yorker does not take the same 
interest in his home that the staid New
Englander does in his. He is living in 
somebody's else house, and he may have 
to move next year, next week. or to-mor
row. The inhabitants feel mobile. The 
young men are perpetually at the club, 
the theatre, the concert hall or the 
saloon, and the others, instead of enjoy
ing life, are continually getting ready to 
do so. 

:Many of the business men have their 
homes in some one of the neighboring 
towns, preferring the discomfort of two 
rides on a grimy railroad train or 

crowded ferryboat to a night in the City 
of Unrest. Hoboken, Jersey City, 
Brooklyn, Staten Island, Long Island 
City and Weehawken, all of which are 
reached by ferries, are populous with 
such men ; Harlem is overftowing with 
them, and every Jersey, Connecticut 
and Long Island town within a. radius of 
forty miles or more has its proper share. 

What a chance for the study of char
acter in the men of New York. We find 
them from every State in the Union and 
from every country on earth ; they 
trade with every nation ; they speak 
every language ; they are of all colors, 
have every conceivable religion, and are 
engaged in every imaginable variety of 
business. There is the Italian who raises 
revenue from the pelts of derelict cats; 
het·e is he who buys and sells vast rail
roads as the shop-girl deals in buttons. 
Here is the thief and the preacher ; the 
ragpicker and the artist ; the profess
iomtl politician and the dude. Each con
tributes his portion to the ceaseless bus
tle and activity of the great city. 

n. 
Mr. Henry Irving ha.s been playing 

"Faust" in this city, and out of curiosity 
I paid one dollar for the privilege of see
ing this man who has risen to his pre~ent 
eminence, not, like Booth, through any 
inherent aptness, but by dint of patient 
study. Since Mr. Irving appears as 
Mephistopheles, I may truthfully say 
that throughout the whole drama he acts 
like the devil. Admirers of Mr. Irving 
will please read this one way and the 
rest of mankind may take it the other. 

Mr. Irving is a genius, so far as stage 
management and the designing of s~..ge 
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effectg are concerned; but. in my opinion 
he is not. a truly great actor. In seeing 
"Faust" it is easy to hocome so capti
vated with the management of the scen
ery and the stage effects us to gather the 
impression that the acting, also, is of the 
sam e high order; but the thoughtful and 
ob ·on•ant person, who hns seen Salvini 
as " Othello," or Booth as "Richelieu," 
will ndmit that Irving has not the fire of 
one of these. Booth and Salvini are 
mighty , in that they can thrill their au
diences with pity, love or foar, and can 
dntw teat'S of sympathy from the eyes of 
stem men withont one of the accessory 
effect~ that bold Irving in the front rank 
of ~he actors of to-day. Considered in 
bim elf he is a good actor, but not a 
great one, and I, for one, bad rather see 
J eOersoo as "Rip Van \Vinkle," or 
Florence's "Captain Cuttle." 

AD PRO I''ESSOREM LING U .. l!: GKRM.A.NlCiE. 

Q WilY now c;prechen Sie Deutsch? 
\Vbut plea..,ure say can . lc baben? 

You cannot imagine bow mucb 
You bothe r uafortunute Knoben. 

Llcb~tcr Freund! give bes.,er work, 
Nicht so hard, ein kurtzerer ie&on, 

0 then we will not try to shirk, 
Und un er will gabcn Sic blesscn I 

0 OQk Ill! nkht now to decline 
·• }J I•ine.~ Bruders grossere IJiiuHer "; 

"Die lo'o,.~c r " of "olt rother 'Vein" 
Cun give us no possible joy, sir. 

Die :\Hiller muy t.Tagen ein Rock, 
E 11 t schwiiriz Brod nod dem Kiise. 

Die Guns muy be hiingcn on bocb, 
But whnt can it matter to me, sir I 

Return zu Ihr own native tongue, 
Leave Deutsch und Sauer Kraut to the Dutchmen; 

And seek not to teaeh to t he young 
The prucbe belonging to such men. 

Uml now 'liil my solemn belief 
That it you nicbt grant this petition, 

Sle must scbreiben meio Vater eio Brie!, 
To su.y tbat icb bttb eio "Condition.'' 

-Ein Armer Schuler In Yale Courant. 

MY ENCOUNTER WITH A DEER. 

pROBABLY all of us at some time 
during our lives have reason to be 

thankful for deliverance from some great 
danger, and although the incident which 
I am ahout to relate happened several 
years ago, yet even now, as I think of 
it, I cannot but feel that it was a piece 
of exceedingly good fortune that the 
termination was not more serious . On 
one other occasion only did I have so 
narrow un escape from serious injury. 
I once absent-mindedly walked in front 
of an approaching express train, and 
was only brought t.o my senses with the 
train scarcely twenty feet away, by 
being struck by the gates as the wind 
gently rocked them to and fro. Had 
my uhstractiou continued a moment 
longer the chances are thut I should have 
received ttn obituary notice in the next 
momiog's paper. 

My encounter with the deer wus a 
scarcely less thrilling experience. First, 
however, let me explain for the benefit 
of any who may hear this and do not see 
it, that it wus a d-e-e-r and not a d-e-a-r 
which I encountered, else thoy will get 
a wrong impression of me and my 
nu.turnlly retiring disposition. It wus 
in the full of '84, when I was employed 
as rodman, under my older brother, on 
a topographical survey in the g reat State 
of Pennsylvania. During my jow·ney
ings in this cnpacjty I had encountered 
innumerable bull dogs and other fero
cious beasts of prey, but had always 
come off victor after a skilful use of my 
trusty rod and whatever missiles hap
pened to be lying near. But up to this 
time I had never met a deer, and proba-
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bly it was because of my lack of experi
ence in this direction that I got into 
such a scrape. 

It was afternoon, and we had just been 
celebrating that festival of eating and re
pose, which is vulgarly called noon, at the 
nearest respectable farm-house, but were 
now at work once more, and were gradual
ly approaching a large estltte owned by one 
of the richest men of the town. On one 
side of the house was a large field, and 
in this field, peacefully resting after his 
noon-day meal, Jay u. fine fat buck with 
a good head of horns, supported on a 
body about four feet by three, side ele
vation. When we cnme to this field my 
brother set up his instrument outside of 
the fence, not because he was scared nt 
all, but just to insnre the safety of the 
transit, and told me to mark several 
points in the field, and to hold on the 
last one till he got a new position farther 
on. I bad noticed the fine proportions 
of the young buck, but, nothing daunted, 
I leaped the fence nnd ventured slowly 
toward the beast which had arisen at my 
entrance, and was now approaching to 
give me, as I then supposed, a warm 
and affectionate greeting. As I said 
before, I wns unacquninte1l with the ways 
of four-legged deers, and, footing lest 
he would begin at once to devour me, I 
offered him the core of an apple which 
I had just been eating, trusting it would 
appease his appetite, at least for a time. 
But I did the gentle creltture wrong, for 
he proved a most affectionate being, 
fo llowing me very closely wherever I 
went and trying to help me work the 
rod whenever I held it on a point. 
Everything went well till I came to the 
last point, when, apparently sorry that 

I must leave so soon. he did all in his 
power to hinder me. My brother, 
meanwhile, had set up his instrument on 
the further side of a little knoll, so that 
all we could see of each other was the 
tops of our bends, and when he was 
ready he gave me a signal and I rnised 
the rod. That is to say, I tried to raise 
it, but I never succeeded as the deer 
persisted in knocking it over with its 
horns as often as I made the attempt. 
This happened three or four times, until, 
becoming impatient at my f3ilures to 
n.nswer his signals, my brother appeared 
at the top of the knoll and wanted to 
know what was the matter. 

"Nothing," said I, rather ashamed of 
myself, and resolving to do or die. 

" Well," su.id he, " if nothing is the 
matter I whsh you would hurry up und 
hold that rod still and not keep me look
ing through this telescope aU dn.y for 
nothing." 

Again I tried, nnd again the deer got 
the uest of me. Seeing my trouble a 
carpenter, who was working near by, 
cried out, "Hit him. He often bothers 
us that way und we have to drive him 
off with a stick. Hit him hard." 

I thnnked him and at once followed 
his advice by giving the deer several 
sharp blows with the rod. But alas I 
instead of running away, the beast took 
a few steps bl\ckwards, lowered hiR grace
ful heRd in mock reverence, and started 
for me. I saw the crisis b:td come, and, 
dropping tho rod, I gmbbod him by each 
born, hoping in this way to keep him 
from pricking me with them. And then 
the fun began. Up and down we went, 
pushing and pulling each other till I, 
for one, was pretty well tired of it, and 
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would have been g lad to get out of the 
conte t. At this point my brother ap
peared on the scene again. He was 

evidently all ready to blow me up again, 
but, seeing my predicament, his brow 
softened, his mouth broadened into a 
grin, nnd be stood there gazing at us in 
great amusement. This was too much, 
and I yelled, half out of breath, "Say, 
why don't you come over here and help 
a fellow . I can't stand this racket much 
longer." 

At last over he came, and after much 
pulling and tugging we managed to get 
the bea:st to the feuce. Tbeu we threw 
over the rod, and after di enO'aO'iDO' his 0 0 0 

horns from my coat, which was pierced 
in sen.-ral places, we hade the deeT 
adieu. Thus wa:; my precious life saved 
to the world a second time, perhaps 
more mimculously than the first. 

I think the moral of thi tale should 
be imprc.'ised upon every Tech's mind, 
especially if be i::; a civil. Never be 
content witb the position of rod or 
chain man, but be sure you have charge 
of the instrument; thus you may avoid 
danger hy putting tho instrument in a 
safe place and then keeping near it. 

''He that knoweth not that which be 
oogbt to know is n. brute benst among men; 
he that knoweth no more than he hath need 
of is a mao among brute beasts ; and be 
that knoweth all that may be known is as a 
god amongst men."-Pythagoras. 

"There's buL the twinkling of a star 
Between a man (lf peace and war; 
A thief and ju~tlce, tool and l.'llave, 
A buffin~ olf'cer and a !'lave; 
A crafty lawyer and a pickpocket, 
A great J,lbilo opber and a blockhead; 
A formnl preacher and a player, 
A lcarn'd t>bysiciao and a man-slayer!' 

-Buaer. 

THE Q. T.V. 

A_ LMOST every school supports one 
or more debating societies. Io the 

preparatory schools, these are generally 
non-secret, while io the colleges are the 
well-known Greek-letter fmternities, 
most of which, estnblished Ion()' a()'o, are 

0 0 

now in a most tlouriobing cooditiou. 
One of tbe W. P. I. societies is already 
known to tbe school and the public, but 
the second has thus far heen known of 
by only n. few of the students. Some
thing more than a year ago, the Worces
ter chapter of tho Q. T. V. frnternity was 
organized. Tbis fraternity exists only 
in scientific and agriculturnl colleges. 
Hence its chapters are not as numerous 
ll.$ those of the Greek-letter societies 
which may oxi t in any college; bot yet 
those which have been oraanized are now 

0 

quite prosperous and with a good outlook 
for the future. One of the chapters is 
erecting a bui lding in which to hold its 
meetings. Anothet· venture has just been 
started, in the issuing of a quarterly de
voted to the intere:i!ts of the fraternity. 
The Worcester chapter is ut present 
growing at a very grati(yin~ rate, and 
the interest in the meetin()'s is also 

0 

increasing . Regular meeting::; arc l~eld 
semi-monthly at the club-room when a 
regular literary progn1mme is carded out. 

The benefit derived from collc()'c secret 
0 

societies bas been so much questioned 
that much debate has arisen upon the 
subject. The mo:St serious objection 
appear" to be to the secrecy attendingthe 
initiations and various otbet· doinQ'S of 
the society. This objection is ho,~ever 
rather superficial, for it is only neces
sary to study the general influence 
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brought to bear upon the students at 
some of our large colleges to see that 
few evil effects follow from this cause. 
It is indisputable that a closer bond of 
union is formed between the students 
through friendships formed in the socie
ties, and it is true that this continues 
also beyond their college course. 

THE TECH SOCIAL. 

ON the evening of the 20th of Decem
ber, the last day of the fall term, the 

first of a possible series of select socials 
was inaugurated under the direction of 
an efficient corps of managers, wearing 
the colors of" staid old Madame Tech," 
as someone has seen fit to call our insti
tution. "Madame Tech" must indeed 
have quaffed freely of the " spring of 
youth," for the parlor of Continental 
hall has seldom, if ever, presented a 
more attractive appearance than upon 
the evening in question, as each couple 
entered, and were received by the chap
erones . Ancl beyond in the brilliantly 
Hghted hall the scene was even more 
lively . As the time for the grand march 
approached, and one costume after anoth
er added beauty and variety to the scene, 
the attractiveness of the picture im
pressed itself more and more upon the 
spectator in the gallery. Everyone 
seemed full of animation and in a spirit 
to enjoy the occasion to the utmost. 
The grand march was begun soon after 
8 o'clock, and was followed by an orJer 
of twenty dances with one extra waltz. 
The first half paS~sed off very smoothly, 
after which, Zahonyi's cream and cake 
received their full share of attention. 
Dancing was resumed at 11 o'clock, and 

it continued until 1.05 A. M., when the 
last waltz was called. Everyone seemed 
highly pleased with the evening's enjoy
ment, aud at the close, the committee 
wet·e almost overwhelmed with congrat
ulations on their success. 

The march was led by 
lfr. Ueorge E. Camp and Miss A.llce Belding, and 

tollow1ng were-
Mr • .Ernest G ilman - Miss Carrie Smith. 
Mr. Albert Gilbert - J\fiss Alice Bbeutan. 
Mr.lsaae Rheutan - Miss Gertrude Everett. 
Mr. Harry Allen - Mi~s Ellie Rbeutan. 
:Mr. W. E. H11rtwell - Mill Annie .Milliken. 
llr. J. B. Chittenden - 'ML>il 'rracy. 
Mr. Irwin Gardner - Mil's Annie Davis. 
:Mr.llodger Gardner - Miss ~lnry Davis. 
Mr. ,Jnm~>s Baylis - Miss Perry. 
Mr. Stanley Rood - J\rtss Nellie Rood. 
Mr. l''r;mk' Richardsou - Miss Hobbins. 
~lr. John Nelson - :M ill~ Wheeler . 
. Mr.£, fl. F1tirbanlo:s - MISII Julla Davenport. 
Mr 1<' . Penniman - MiS8 Lanell. 
Mr. Puul Davi:i - Mi-s Brigham. 
)lr. Clarence Prince - Miaa Warren. 
Mr. Blood - Miss Waite. 
Mr. White - Min McCready. 
J\lr. Oakes - Miss Prince. 
Mr. Curter - .Miss H11rtwell. 
J\Ir. Lord - .Mrs. M~tltoon. 
llr. Howland - .Miss Howland. 
llr. Smith - Miss Clara Rood. 
Mr. Mulliken - Mit<il Mulliken. 
Mr. Goodell - )!ills Greene. 

Tbe dance order was on a double card, 
and read us follows :-

"B)' ~>ports Uke t.bese are all our cares beguiled." 

liarch and Circle. 
Quadrille .... . .. .... .. .............. Tbe Eleven. 
Polka .. . ............. .... ... ... . ... .... " A Toi." 
LBociers . .. .. .. • .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. • arat~. 
\Valtz .. ....... .. ............... . ..... First K1ss. 
Quadrille .... ............ .... . ... ......... Polka. 
, cbottlscbe .............................. . lt6.00. 
'V•Itz ........................... " Tackle Low." 
Contra. .. .. ......... . ................ Tech's .Reel. 
Waltz ............................ ... Infatuation. 

L.'ITEH~UBSJON. 

Waltz ............. ... .... ....... .... The Ladies. 
Quadrille ... ................ .......... c.tedouia. 
l'olka Redowa .. ... . ........ .......... The Nine. 
Laociers .. .. ... ..................... . Centennial. 
\Valtz ......... ................. Now you're otr." 
Contra . .. . ... . .................. Portland Fancy. 
Quadrille ............. .... ........ .... .... 'Valtz. 
Polka .. .................... .. . ........ Jo'llrtatioo. 
Lauciers ..................... .. ... . •• Line Up." 
Waltz .............. Homeward Bound, Pllg(l 396. 

Mr. George E. Camp was t1oor man
ager. Aids :-Mr. Hat·ry Allen, .Mr. 
Albert Gilbert, Mr. I saac Rhentan and 
Mr. Ernest Gilman. 
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[ We have received the following com
munication, a soliloquy rivaled, we think, 
only by Hamlet»s ftlmous soliloquy "To 
be or not to be,, etc. We assure our 
friend of our sincerest sympathy and 
only hope that his frenzy may not con
tinue to a disastrous termination.-Ens. J 

A ' JlAKESPEARE STUDY. 

In sooth, I know full well why I am sad; 
Jt wearies you, you llay, good faith It wearies me 

as well; 
And bow to catch lt, clinch It, bold It fast, 
What stutf 'tis mat.lo ot, wherefore It is born, 
I nm to leurn : 
A. hopeless ta.~k. 
God help mo tbut I keep my temper fast, 
Or else some moment may o•ercome my 110ul; 
A.nd tbe Professor, who tbL! part hath set 
}'or me to learn. 
Will be ln that uoguarued hour consigned 
To-. 

·• MERCRAST OF VENUS!' 

To THE EotTOR OF TnE \V P I : 
Why wouldn't it be a good plan to elect 

now the hase-bnll cnptuin for this year? 
At all the college the captains· have 
been chosen, and candidates for the nine 
are in active training. Of course such 
training woulu he out of the question 
with us, but the captain would have a 
chance to find out the men who intend 
to try for positions, nod when spring 
opens everything wouldn't be in the 
chaotic state it always has been every 
year. And, by the way, the captain 
should be a man who can play ball him
self, and he ought not to be hampered by 
the re trictions which a manager would 
place on him. The business of the 
manager is to nrrange games and look 
out for lhe nine generally on its travels, 
that is aU. Tho foot-hull eleven had 
splendid success hy adhering to these 
principles nod it i not unreasonable to 
expect the arne of the nine . There is 
plenty of good material in the school for 

a first-cia s nine, and somebody ought to 
be getting it into shape about this time. 

BASE BALL ClUNK. 

A DELUSION. 

HE was a student bold, 
Who climbed the steep "Tech" hlll, 

Three ::nloutea late for chapel, 
He was left-the day waa cbJII. 

With four marks and a half on record, 
An excuse be sought In vain, 

But be went to the" Lab" with never a sigh, 
A short, sweet rest to galn. 

He found a chair In the corner, 
'fhen enjoyed It as ne\•er before, 

Took up his lltti&-US(ld text-book, 
Aod looked Its ptlges o'er. 

For once In bill life, be Ia happy; 
Walt I happier still is be, 

For be's found a reason tor being late, 
•· 'Twas to serape up my cbemJatty fee!' 

Of a sudden hla pleli!lore leaves him, 
A. terrible roar he bean, 

H e starts, he shake , be tremble~, 
.At the racket which greet.s his ean. 

Down from Rockology'a domains, 
Comes a crowd of comical fellows, 

Bearing ropes, and bottles marked "Pure A.q!'; 
Each has a patent bellows. 

They seize the student and bind him, 
Hang him up by a huge magnet; 

He thinks If be lives forever, 
This moment he'll never forget. 

Now they set In motion the wlnd-machiDes, 
And 1111 them with ll2S; 

Empty upon him, their A.q. bottles, 
Thus they complete the mesa. 

Tbey fill bls pockets wltb lead ore 
From one of the richest of minea, 

But they load him down so heavily, 
That the adhesive force declines. 

Tbey give blm C4He02 
Until be can bold no more, 

And feeling a trifte spirited, 
He gravitates to the tloor. 

To be tree from tbla terrible torment, 
Tblll terrible deep-laid scheme, 

He struggled and tben,-be awoke, 
'Twas simply a midnight dream .• 

Hls lamp was still burni.ng feebly, 
He and his cbalr were upset; 

He rubbed his eyes and felt of hia head, 
He was a student yet. 
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An English steel, containing 12 per 
cent. of manganese and 8 per cent. of car
bon, exhibits somewhat remarkable prop
erties. Its magnetic permeability is 
scarcely greater than that of copper, 
brass or air. It will probably come into 
use as bed-plates for dynamos. 

The famous steamship, the Great 
Eastern has recently been sold for 
$100,000. The original co t of the ves
sel was $3,500,000, and tile gre:tt depre
ciation in value is a clear demonstration 
of the fact that there is a limit in steam
ships in the direction of size. 

The first number of the ''American 
Geologist," a publication devoted to 
geology in its broadest sense, bas just 
been issued. A glance at tbe names of 
th~ gentlemen interested in it is a suffi
cient assurance that the new papel' will 
creditably cover the va ·t tield of which 
it has taken possession. 

A process for makin!! charcoal iron 
and steel direct from tlw ore bas been 
patented in England. A plant is now in 
successful operation. The tinest charcoal 
iron is produced by simply smeltin~ the 
ore. The invention consists in n slight 
moflification of the blast-furnace. 

Engineering gives an excellent account 
of a. new type of steamship just com
pleted for the North German L loyd. It 
is named the Lahn and is intended to 
ply between Bremen and New York. 
The engines are of an entirely new type, 
and their action in the new vessel will be 
watched with interest. 

In iUustration of the immense foundry 
business carried on in this country it is 
stated that one firm alone, the Tredegar 
Company, of Richmond, V a., has put 
out from its four foundries for the past 
season over one hundred thousand 
pounds of castings per day. They em-

p loy between sixteen and eighteen hun
dred men in their various departments. 

The plans for the construction of 
two monster overhead travelling cranes 
for the new gunshops for the U . S. 
Navy, Washington, D. C., have been 
accepted, and work is to begin on them 
at once. The larger of the two is to 
have a span of about 62 feet nt a height 
of 40 feet above the floor line. It ·will 
have a li fting capacity of about 125 tons, 
and will be one of the largest cranes 
ever built in the world. The size of 
these two immense cranes may be imag
ined when it is considered that it will 
take from fifteen to twenty freight-cars 
to ship tbem. It is claimed that these 
cmnes will place the gun~hops of our 
Navy Department, in regarJ to handling 
work, equal to any such institutions in 
the world. 

A very ingenious solution of the puz
zling question us to how the ancient 
Egyptians ruanaged to set up the famous 
monoliths has recently been added to the 
already numerous theories on the sub
ject . According to this theory, the huse 
wa,;; huilt, the huge tone laid on the 
ground with one end resting upon the 
base, and then a wall was hui lt up 
around huse and stone to the height of 
the stono when in position. The obelisk 
was surrounded by wood in such a man
ner as to bring the centre of gravity at 
its lower end when immersed . Water 
was then let into the great tank, where
upon the obelisk, swinging about its 
lower edge as on a pi,·ot, rose into a 
perpendicular position. If the obelisks 
were not raised by the use of this 
method it was only because their build
ers were not bright enough to discover 
it. 

The uses of petroleum are many and 
varied. It is found to be an effectual 
preventive of boiler scale. The water 
used by one of the rai lroads in India is 
highly charged with sulphates. In ~pite 
of frequent blowing-out the locomotive 
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boilers were ruined by iocrust:1tion. A 
small qtumtity of petroleum was intro
duced with the feed wnter, and the s~tle 
vanished. Recent trials have proved its 
value in marine engineering. A very 
considerable advantage in the use of 
petroleum arises from the fact that its 
pre ' encc in the boi ler renders any fur
ther lubrication of cyl inders and valves 
unneces ary. A not bet· noteworthy event 
is the action of the Rus:::ian Admiralty 
in regard to the first of n projected series 
of moclet·n armored vessels. This iron
clad, a craft of 10,000 tons displacement, 
is to be fitted for the consumption of 
petroleum us u. fuel. Thjs is the first 
experiment on a large scale in this line, 
and the result will be watched with 
interest. 

The terrible lessons taught by the 
raih·oad honors of tbe past year 
have taken bold upon the public mind, 
as evinced by the safety heating devices 
now flooding the market, designed to 
prevent fire in case of accident. A 
novel method of hru1ting cars is reported 
from Frnnce. A dynamo is placed upon 
the locomotive, the current from which 
is conducted through a lattice work of 
lead in each car. The heat radiated 
from the lend is petfectly satisfactory, 
but the cost is not. The cars are nt 
pre ent heated hy pipes containing hot 
water. It bas been proposed to place 
metallic spirals in these pipes, fill them 
with acetate of soda and pass the current 
through the spimls . This plan promises 
better results than the first mentioned. 
Mestntime a Chicago mao has brought 
the proverbial Yankee ingenuity to bear 
upon the subject, and bas evolved a non
desh·uctible stove. He has subjected it to 
an eminently practical test. A hot fire 
was kind led in the stove, and it wns then 
allowed to drop from tbe roof of a seven
story building into the street. The 
symmetry of the contrivance was some
what marred but it was otherwise unin
jured. 

The Tuflonian desires the opinons of 
its contemporaries on tbe question, 
"What should an exchange department 
he?" The following rules for all ex
change editors are respectfully submit
ted:-

I. Glance over your exchanges occasion
ally. It is >ery embanassing to praise the 
local department of the Wayback Journal, 
and then find on examination that it is com
posed chiefly of advertisements of soap and 
stylographic pens. 

II. Make your department bright and 
sparkling. Use frequently such expressions 
as, "Come now, old boy, yon really don't 
think so, do you?" or, "Our dear little 
tootsey-wootsey contemporary," etc. 

ID. Criticise literary mo.ttet· freely. 
Nothing pleases us more than to have an 
exchange from Arizona, whose editor never 
sees any "literary matter" except an Ayer's 
almanac, say, "The 'WPI' is an excellent 
journal, but it lacks literary matter. Please 
give us something besides detective stories." 

IV. Remember that a paper is always 
glad to receive criticisms ou its typographi
cal appearance. It puts the editor in a de
lightful frame of mind to read in a two by 
four western exchange which looks as if 
printed from a foot of carpet tacks, that 
his paper " is up too the literrary standard, 
but is brinted from PatterEd type on cheep 
paper and is full of typergrafical errorS." 

V. Enliven yo or columns with wit and 
humor. Suppose you are criticising the 
Pacific Pharos. In such a case you would 
say: ·'The Pharos is a very fair exchanga. 
In fact, it is as Pha1·os ( fair as) they make 
them." 

VI. E:{hibit your knowledge of printers' 
lore by using such words as "proof," "gal
ley,'' etc. Remark at least once a month, 
"The pica type in last month's issue of the 
Breeze shifted, when the platen was locked, 
into the upper case and a.s a result the third 
folio has no imprint. You have our sym
pathy, brethren, we have been there." 

VII. Put plenty of spirit and animation 
into your column. You are likely to be too 
pedantic and stupid. ay, for instance, 
<~The baldheaded old ichthyosaurus who 
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runs the ex. column of the Gtt.ardian Angel 
had better be careful. We have stood the 
mud and billingsgate of this fire-breathing 
fiend as long as we propose." 

Vill. Don't be afraid of the exchanges 
from the young ladies' seminaries. The 
girls like to read such things as these ; "The 
Girls' Own gave us a great puff in their 
December issue. We would like to squeeze 
the little beauty who edits the exchanges." 

IX. If you have only partial success 
after following these roles yon had better 
resign from the staff. 

The triangular discussion now going 
on between the Oollege Ramble,·, the 
Wi11iams Weekly, and Mr. Alfred E. 
Day, a correspondent of the R ambler, 
is interesting, involving as it docs the 
local department of a college paper. 
The Weekly thinks that the R ambler's 
locals are low and vulgar, and prints 
nearly every week several of these items 
in its own columns, to the great amuse
ment of ita renders. In the R amhler of 
Dec. 24, Mr. Day buries the local col
umn under a heap of scathing adjectives. 
In return, the editor buries Mr. Day. 
The whole trouble seems to he in the 
local editor's selecting only a few men 
for the butt of his jokes. The students 
who suffer most at his bands are named 
Day, Triplett, McElfresh, Tanner and 
Catlin. Tanner is Editor-in-Chlef of the 
paper, McElfresh is Business Manager, 
Catlin edits the ''Easy Chair," Day is u 
former editor, and we presume Triplett 
has charge of the mailing department, 
although his name doesn't appear in the 
publisher's notice. These individuals 
are " worked" to the extent of one or 
two columns every issue. If the local 
editor would only withhold his com
ments on these men his department 
would leave little to be desired. 

Eiaht of our exchan!!es, the Varsity, 
Tuft~nian, Pllrenix, .bfosaic, P olytech
nic, Student Life, Orescent and Oritic, 
issued obese Christmas numbers. The 
Varsity surpassed in the quantity and 
quality of its matter. The author of ''A 

Sanctum Dialogue of Modern Times " 
made some bad slips in his handling of 
the technical terms abounding in a news
paper office. His "Deputy Inspector
ship of Back Alleys," isn't a "dozen 
sticks-full " by a mujority of eight or 
nine " sticks," neither is it "fat matter" 
with "hanging indentation." If realism 
is our aim, let us be realistic. 

The OoUege index, discovering a 
seeming deviation from the truth on 
somebody's part, says : 

"Yale has n freshman class of 204."
Yankton Student. "The Yale freshmen 
number 311."-W P I. Query: Bow 
many freshmen bas Yale? 

On ref~rring to the Yale News of 
September 23, 1887, we see: 

" T he Academic Freshmen number 205 
and the ScientiHc School 106, making the 
Freshman class in both departments nom
bet· altogether 311 . " 

Lnssell L eaves, always bright, beads 
its "Colleae News" column "Boiled 0 , 

Roasted or Rmv, Tnke your Choice." 

The nine men suspended at Williams 
for hazing hn.ve been reinstated. 

President Bnrtlett, ofDartmouth, says 
that he never knew of a Dartmouth 
student wbo spentover $1,500perannum. 

The Univert;ity of P ennsylvania pro
poses to send nn expedition to Baby lon 
for the purpose of nrchreological and 
literary search. 

Miss Helen A. Shafer, for eleven years 
professor of mathematics at Wellesley, 
bns succeeded ~!iss Freeman as presi
dent. 

A book bas lately been published con
taining the history of Yale's class of '37, 
the most famouB one that ever graduated 
from that institution. 

The presidency of W esleyan, made 
vacant by the removal of Dr. John W. 
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Beach lust Spring, is still unfilled. 
Among the prominent candidates is Dr. 
George E. Reed, of New Haven. 

In all our contests, Hnrvnrd bus been 
a mobt. formidable rival. t:he bas had 
advantages in point ot c· .. n:hers, and it is 
only by virtue of Ol.!. greater enthusiasm 
and harder work thnt we have won.
Yale News. 

One of the Greek Letter Fraternities at 
the University of Penn. has ndopted the 
innovation of offering a prize to that 
member of the sophomore class who does 
the be t work in English composition 
throughout the yeftr. 

The now building at Cornell for the 
departments of Architecture and En
gineering will probably he completed by 
next tieptember·. It will be second in 
size of the U uiversity buildings, con
structed of brick, with stone trimmings . 
Its length will he 200 feet, and its heiaht 
fi 

. 0 
our stones. 

Mr. J. ',White, Har vard, '70, and Mr. 
Walter Camp, Yule , '80. advocate a 
number of important changes iu foot-ball 
rules. Chief among these is a pro
po~ition to have the second half of the 
game t.nrt with the teams in the same 
re lativo positions as those in wh ich they 
were at tho close of the fii·st half. 

Cornell is prohibited by law from 
holding an endowment of more than 
$3,0uO,OOO. ' Vhen the wife of Prof. 
Fi~ke made her hequest of $1,500,000 
the Univo1sity hecamo richer· than tb; 
law provided, and the eutire bequest bas 
been lo t hy a recent dech;ion of the 
cour t:; . 

T ho American ProtectiveTuriit'Leaaue 
hns renewed. its offer to the senior cla;ses 
of the colleges ond universities of the 
United t-itates. It con i' ts of three 
prize , raukiog first, second and third, 
of $2f>O, $LOO and $50. Subject, " H ome 
Producl ion Indispensable to a Supply at 
Low Prices of the Manufactured Com
modities Required for tbe People of the 

United States, and Adequate Home Pro
duction of these Commodities Impossible 
without a Protective Tariff." A silver 
medal will be awarded for essays de
clared worthy of high merit. These 
essnys are not to exceerl 10,000 words, 
and are to be sent to the office of the 
League, No. 23 West Twenty-thjrd 
street, on or before April 1, 1888. 

The tallest man in the freshman class 
at Yale is 6 feet 21 inches in height, the 
shorte()t, 4 feet 10~ inches. There are 
seven men in the class over six feet tall. 
The heaviest man weighs 192! pounds, 
the lightest 87! pounds. The oldest is 
25 yrs. 8 months of age, the youngest 
15 yrs. 9 months. The greatest chest 
capacity is 368 cubic inches, the smallest, 
70 cubic inches. The News says there 
hns not been a caso of such wide diverg
ence in this moasuTement since the re
cords weTe commenced some years ago. 
The average height of the class is 5 feet 
7i inches, tho average age 18 yrs. 7 
months, and the average chest capacity 
240 cuhic inches. About 6 per cent. of 
the parents are foreign born, and 15 per 
cent. of the class use tobacco. 

Chas. L . A llen, ' 79, has heen elected 
a member of the common council for 
1888, at Holyoke, Mass. 

Chas. L . Newcomb, '80, bas risen to 
tho <.li~nity of alderman in the city coun
cil of Holyoke, Mass . 

Jo-epb Beals, '85, ofWe tfield, Mass. , 
spent his holidays in 'V orcester, his 
favorite city. 

Frank N. Sanderson, '85, recently 
SuperintE-ndent of the E lectric Liaht and 
Power Co., l\Hlford, bas assum~d the 
duties of a similar position at "\Valtham, 
Mass. 

M. B . Kavan, '85, who is in the em
ploy of the Simonds Rollina Machine 
Co. of Fitchburg, Mass. , htfs recently 
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been appointed to the charge of the com pa
ny's die department in London, Eng. 

On the last day of the year Miss Ella 
M. Whitney of West Upton, and a 
graduate of the Normal School, was 
married in this city to Mr. A. D. Ris
teen of New York, a graduate of '85 at 
the Polytechnic. Mr. Risteen, it will 
be remembered, is nssociate e<.litor of 
"Power," a mechanical paper published 
in New York. As a former editor of 
the "W P I " he especially receives our 
most hearty congratulations. After Jan
uary 15 i\fr. and Mrs. Risteen will re
ceive their friends at their home, No. 
312 West 14th Street, New York. 

W. H. Oakes, '86, recently draughts
man at the Washburn Shops, bas changed 
his headquarters to Boston, where he 
enters the employ of Rogers and King, 
manufactu1·ers of bot-water heating appa
ratus, their main office being in Montreal. 

Grimes, '87, was on from the West to 
spend his holidays. 

Lhoyd, '87, is studying at the U Diver
sity of California, Los Angeles. 

Harvey, '87, wus in town recently , 
and did not forget the Tech in his tour 
of sight-seeing. 

Fish, '87, with his hrother, took a 
glimpse at the shop during vacation. 

Walter Weston, '87, has joined the 
corps of instructors at the manual train
ing school at Washington, D. C. 

McNab, '87, was in town during the 
holidays. 

Lovell , '88, an<.l Holdsworth, of the 
same class, were both on the sick list 
during the vacation. 

White, '89, spent his vacation in a 
trip to Florida. 

Armstrong, '89, just felt of a circular 
saw while practicing during the recess, 
and as a result his name is added to the 
list of maimed and muti1ated. 

Baylis and R. F. Gardner, '8g, put in 
their two weeks' vacation amidst the 
chilly pleasures of Montreal. 

What did you get in your sock? 
The Prep will soon be here. The 

soap assessment should be pressed to a 
climax about that time, too. 

"I love to steal awhile away" is the 
favorite song of several mechanics dur
ing practice hours. 

" This is caused by the missile toe," 
groaned the ~fiddler as the old man 
watched him glide down the front stoop. 

We can't all be chemists. A Senior 
civil wanted to know recently which was 
the more expensive metal, tellurium or 
"sellurium." 

There are those ln the acbool 
Whom the authorities ruled 
Were too earthy by 1ar for tbelr health; 
So tbey gave them a pointer 
About using water, 
And oow they aU have a clean pelt. 

There is one queer feature about the 
American game of footrball. During 
the game there is but one " full-back." 
After the game all the players are full. 

The population of New York City will 
receive important additions after Feb. 
1st. Several Juniors say they are going 
there if they are left on the approaching 
examinations. 

Our Prof. says that" this company isn't 
doing anything now, for they have gone 
out of the business." Queer, isn't it ? 

The photo of the foot-ball eleven prints 
remarkably well. The he~tvy men do 
not show up quite prominently enough, 
but still the picture hns a solid, "get 
there" look which is highly characteristic. 

It is understood that the title of K. C. 
B. has been conferred upon several 
gentlemen in this country. This title 
is a very honoruble one, and can be ob
tained only after passing very rigid men
tal and chemical examination. 
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Wben next you cut a •· Matb" 
Say you 've been to take a bath, 
And then excused you ' II be I'm very eure. 
But if you skip a·· Quiz" 
And state you 're oat on" biz," 
Your scalp will ornament the office t.loor. 

Prof. in Physics : '' This is the diam
eter of the bare wire." 

Student : "\\rhat kind of wire is that?" 
Prof. (solemnly and with a far away 

look in his eyes) : "Wire before it is 
dre . ed." 

Most of the boys who worked throuah 
the vacai.ion got thinas down to such a 
fine point that they ~ould stop work at 
fh·o minutes before tho hour, wa h up, 
and be h:Lif-way across the fie ld when 
the clock ounded. 

everal of the Juniors have been 
hetu·d to express their desire to " swap 
shells " with the .Midcllers. Sorry, dear 
boyl-1, hut you will have to wait till you 
are full-iledged" ~lids ." But you miaht 

~ 0 
take le sons . 

A Ft·eocb e~:perimenter claims to have 
discovered a process for rendet·ina "lass 
unbt·enlmhle. Tbe enior clas~ 0

will 
soon have their pictures taken. To the 
unthinking these two facts scorn to have 
no connection. 

An inventive Junior has oriainuteu a 
0 

great cbcrue fl' r hi innocent diversion. 
In the course of Ws Sunday-night call he 
looks languidly at the ceiling over her 
hetl<.l nnd remarks, "A bough of mistle
toe woul<.l look pretty up there, wouldn't 
H ? " \ r hen the lovely crenture uo
guurdc<.l ly :mswers "Yes," tbe cruel de
ceiver gets in his work. 

'fhcre ttril ;;o many reasons why 
A .. ~lid" ~hould w i:Oh to die, 
Tbut tbc bus-iness is conducted at low rotes; 
Defore pas:•iog in tbelr checks 
Let 1 hem mention that tbey ' re Teclls, 
And tbeir baggage will be forwarded on high. 

A complete hathina outfit may be oh
t.'\ioed at. the office. 

0

This outfit consists 
of, 

1 cake ncjdified \Velcome soup. 
1 pkg . .Excelsior P omade ( to clean 

brass) . 

1 swab towel. 
1 Ru8sian ditto (extra grip) . 
3 vols. advice. 
N. B. No water is used with th.is 

combination. 

What is being done by the different 
classes : 

'ts8 . - Wishing the trustees would 
"divy" the aid fund before graduation. 

'89.-Starving in preparation for <:lass 
supper. 

'90.-Preparing somethinu soft to falJ 
on in case they get dropped~ 

'91.-Con ulting the oracles to see if 
they will pass the entrance exams. 

Student ( to Prof. in English) : ''What 
is the difference between the words 
' bug 'nod ' em brace'?" 

Prof. (embarassed) : " Wel1, reaJJy, 
now, I-I am hardly prepared at this 
moment to ~ive you the precise distinc
tion. I am not so sure but you may be 
the better prepar ed to answer your own 
question." 

The gi rls of a certain colleae not a 
hundred miles from Worcester ~re cred
ited with the followina unique speci
mens of the "cl:tss yell." How we 
, bould like to he around on field-day 
and bear the musical voices of '90 sino-: 

" Hurrah for eighty-ten ! 
0 

May she never Jack for men l" 
or, 

' ' Hurrah I Hurrah for '90 ! ! 
For sho spreadeth like a pine-tree." 

and the class-supper song, 
'' Hunab for goocl old '90 I 

~Jay ~he e'er be strong and mighty. 
Drmk her down, down, down." 

One of the Seniors avails himself of 
every opportunity to qnote the passage 
from the .Merchant of Venice he!rinninu e c• 
"Besbrew me but I Jove her heartily." 
The class are beginuina to believe that 
th 

. 0 
ere IS some method in his madness, 

and when be further quotes, "But love 
is blind," etc. , such a conclusion is irre
sistible. 
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The '88 class pins are out and the 
unique design calls forth much favorable 
comment. The design is a gear wheel, 
between the arms of which the letters 
W P I are cut, the whole being sur
mounted by a triangle with a chased 
edge, the character '88 appearing in the 
centre upon a background of black 
enamel. A more appropriate combina
tion of emblems could scarcely have 
been devised. 

Professor Eaton is arranging for a 
course of '• Emergency Lectures " to be 
delivered during the winter by some 
physician of the city. Several foot-ball 
men who have been interviewed have 
expressed themselves strongly in favor 
of the plan, and it is earnestly hoped that 
it will be carried into execution. In 
these days when shortened fingers, 
broken limbs and sprained ankles are 
liable to result at any moment it is 
sometimes very important to know 
"what to do." 

"I didn't have very good success with 
that last mash of mine," said a friend. 

''Didn't she treat you well ?" we 
asked, sympathizingly. 

"Ob, fairly well, but when I went on 
to tell her of my undying affection, my 
unrequited love, and my inability to 
Jive without her, she wasn't nflected 
very deeply." 

"What did she say?" 
''Rats I" 
Professor : "How would you test for 

fulminate of mercury?" 
Student : '' Pound it lightly with a 

hammer." 
Professor: "What would prove con

clusively that it was that substance?" 
Student: ''The instant death of the 

experimenter." 

Professor : " Name an oxide." 
Student: "Leather." 
[Professor, who has never heard the 

chestnut before, laughs, to the great 
amusement of the class .] 

Our biblical editor has hunted up the 
following quotations, which he thinks 
are timely, on account of the approach
ing examinations : 

''Thou shalt not pass ."-Numbers, 
xx., 18. 

"Suffer not a man to pass. "--Judges, 
iii., 28. 

"The wicked shall no more pass."
Nahum, i. , 15. 

"None shall ever pass."- Lsaiah, 
xxxiv . , 10. 

"This generation shall no more pass." 
-Mark, xi ii. , 20. 

''Though they roar they cannot pass." 
-Jer., v., 22.-Teclt. 

The story of the vacation practice at 
the shop is nn interesting one. Twenty
e:even men nuswered to their names on 
the 21 st, the majority of them being 
Seniors. aturday night, but four days 
later, eleven tired students wnshed up as 
the machinery stopped. The Juniors 
were all played out, and but one man 
was left to sustain their reputation. On 
the 27th ten men reported for duty, and 
from tbut date on the number steadily 
dwinlllcd to a mere handful at the close 
of the week. At the end the boys 
brnced up a little, und on the last day 
ten names were checked off. A Senior 
holds the record for the greatest number 
of hours mude up during tbe eleven 
days, Ill! hours standing to his credit. 
Next we bave a Senior and a courageous 
Junior, eu<:h with 110 hours as their 
record, and following closely upon them 
another 'enior with 108i hours. The 
SeniL rs, it wi ll be seen, make the best 
showing. There stnnds also to their 
credit the record of the man who made 
up the le:l'-t number of hours, he calling 
qtlits ::dlcr ten hours' toil. There were 
some two m· three who~>e names were on 
the li ·t "hu did not appear at all, the 
spirit indeed being willing while the 
flesh wa:o, weak. \Ve fear it will be 
weaker 1w x l June. 
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THE JUNIOR'S LA.M.ENT. 

CURSE yel blast ye l long haired Fates! 
Go hang ye on Perdition's gates! 

And rot and reek In gba.~tly dlth, 
Unran!!Omed e'en by Crresus' wealth I 
:My soul is 11plit- my br~&ln's awhirl; 
Rage runs riot-wUd fancies burl 
A thousand shafts aguinst yon churl
The de\-ilish Soph that's got my girl. 

-Ez. 

"I have a girl,'' su.ys a Jerseyman, 
" that's so modest she wouldn't even 
learn improper fractions in school." 

"My girl is more modest than that," 
replied another. "She always goes into 
the next room to change her mind."
Booton Budget. 

mHE knot iB tied. 
1 The groom and bride, 

Without. an earthly care 
Sail up the lake 
Where there tbey take 

.A. little sun and air. 

A year goes by, 
Again July 

Comes wltb Its beat and glare; 
They seek the lake, 
.And now they take 

A little son and beir. -Ez. 

"Boy, can 1 go through this gate to 
the river?" politely inquired a fashiona
bly dressed lady. 

'' Y es'm ; a load of hay went through 
this morning:' waa the urchin's horrid 
reply .-Atlanta Oonstittttion. 

'miS now tbe festive skater 
1 Doth cut tllc fll(urc 2, 

.And Jimpetll homeward later, 
Sti:lf-limbed and blnck and blue. 

Omaha Medium : "The spirit who is 
now here tells me you are not an Ameri
can by birth." 

Omaha Man: "He vas right." 
" He says you were born in another 

country." 
" Dot is drue." 

" He says the name of that country is 
Germany." 

'' Dot vas so ; it vas Shermany." 
" I am tired now. Two dollars."

Omaha World. 

A POSSffiiLITY. 

WE were standing ln grandma's old ldtchen, 
I was seeking for something to aay; 

For grandma, who'd just introduced us, 
Had left us, and hurrled away. 

" That's an old-fashioned chalr there I I wonder 
What they made it so big for, don't you?" 

"Perbaps"-and she blushed just a Uttle
"Perhaps It was meant to hold two." 

-Yale Record. 

Niagara boy (twentieth century) : 
"Ma, can I swim the whirlpool and 
rapids this afternoon?" 

Mother: ''No, my dear, not this after
noon. But the first time we go to New 
York perhaps I will let you jump offthe 
Brooklyn Bridge. "-Ex. 

Miss Newbury (of Boston): "Do 
you know a Mr. Trainer at Yale?" 

Young Chubbs : '' Know him ! I 
rather think I do. Why he is the 
funniest man in the class I " 

Miss Newbury : "I never knew that 
he was especially brilliant." 

Young Chubbs (absent-mindedly) : 
" You ought to get him full once and 
hear him tell stories. "-Ex. 

H. ALBRECHT & SON, 

Mathematical and DrawinU: Instruments, 
No. 61 Fulton St., New York. 

ESTABUirni:D 1M7. 

SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES SUPPLU&D. 
No Instrumenta Sold to tbe General Trade. 

The Btenna' Institute Bet a Specialty. 

Repairing Done at Short Notice. 



L. J. ZAHONYI, 

348 MAIN STREliT, 

CONFECTIONER 

AND CATERER. 

Open after the Theatre. 

J_ a_ 

Richmond Strdight GntNo.l 
----===CIGAB.E'rn:& 

CacAJUtTTB SMoanuts wbo are w!Oinc to pay a 
little more than the price char~~:ed fort he oniiAary 
trade Cigarettes, will6nd THlS BRAND auperiOC' 
to all others. 

The Rtcnmorut Straight Cnt No. 1 Clgarettea 
are made from the brightest, most delicately fta. 
vored and highest cost Gold Leaf grown lo 
Virginia. This is the Old and Orlll(lnal 
brand oC 8tralll(bt Cut Cigarettes, all'" 
was brouJtht out by us in the year 1S;s. 

BEWARE OF IMITATIONS, and observe that 
tbe ftrm name u below b on every package. 
AI.TJm & GINTER, Ma.nufacturera, 

RICBJIOND, VIROIRIA. 

--DEALJI:R IN--

ARTIST MATERIALS 
MaU..eaatloa1. Saet~••••t•• 

12 Pearl Street, . - Worcester. 

BIGELOW & LONGLEY, 
CORNER MAIN AND ELM STREETS. 

FALL OF 1887. 
Each season shows a marked advance In the quality and style or 

Young Men's Ready-Made Garments. 
A few years ago the best eft'orts of tbe manotacturerll were devoted to )leo's Garments, 

but to-day Young Men and Boys llre receiving equally exacting care. We have to-day 

For Young Gentlemen to be found anywhere. 
These goods are made to our special order anrt canou~ be told trom custom made. z• 008 CO'S'I'OM l>Z.ABTMS·~ 

Young Genllem~n can Ond elegant cloths of all kinds to select f rom, and 
SKILFUL ARTISTS to Ot In the most stylish manner. 

All Work in tbls department gua-ranteed. PKICE!IJ i\LWA.Y8 LOW. 

EIGEL0\1\T & LONGLEY, 
Corner Main and Elm titreets. 



EARN'" ARD, SU:M:NER & CO., 

DRY GOODS AND CARPETS 
CC.ALL T~ 'YE.A.:B. RO~-'' 

Departments Full, Fresh and Attractive. Popular Low Prices Maintained on all Goods. No Soore Under
sells us in this City or Boston. No store shows a Finer Selection. Samples sent with Prices, and Parcel• 
Forwaroed by Ma11 at Trifting Cost. MADAME DEMOREST'S PATTERNS. We have greatly Improved 
our Store by Now Departments. Bettor Room. and Lif~bt, and more Popular and Quick Selling B~alna 
every Season. r:ir To facilitate afternoon shopp10g, our Store l11 Lighted by Electric Lights . ..P 

BARNARD, SUMNER & CO. 

VV . .A. EN'"GLA.N'"D, 

WnoLEBALB AND RETAIL DEALER IN 

WATCHES, CLOCKS, SILVERWARE AND JEWELRY 
OF' ALL K INOS . 

A large line of Optical Goods, Spectacles, Eye Glasses, etc. 

FINE REPAIRING IN ALL BRANCHES A SPECIALTY. 
Clreulatiaa Ll•rary CoaaeetN wltb tbe !!ltore. 

W. A. ENGLAND, 894 MAIN STREET, WORCESTER. 

FRED. W. WEIJJNGTON & 00. HENRY WALKER, 
Wholesale and Retail Dealers in I>.&ALKR m 

COAL_ I'V:RN I'l'VBB, 
Oarpets, Stoves, Ranges, GttNBR.U. 0Jnl'lCE, 

416 MAIN ST.,- WORCESTER, MASS. 
COAL POCKETS, 

NORWICH, CONN. House Furnishing Goods of all kinds. 
RETAIL YARD, !26 AND !17 I..UN STREET, 

Sonthbrid[c, c. Hammond St., Worcester, lass. woRcESTER, MASs. 

SANFORD & COMPANY, 
No. 364 MAIN STREET, WOBCBSTEB, MASS., 

- - .J>JULBR8 IN--

DRAWING MATERIALS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
Superior Swiss Drawlna ln8ti'WIDeatl. 

Wbatman•s Drawing Papen1, aU sizes, bot and cold preased. Roll Drawing Papera, both plain, and mounted 
on mualln; all widths and qualities. 

Prices as Low a1 eoasi1tent with 

STRICTLY FIRST-CLASS GOODS-



CALL ATTENTION TO 

Fall & ~inter Suits 
In tbe Greatest Variety ever sbown In tbe City. 

$10~ $12~ $1~ $15~ $18, $20, $2lS, & $28-

Many of these garments are made to our order. All are cut and made lo the most correct 
manner. Be sore and see l.bese goods. 

'GV. .A.. db OC>., 
409 Main Street, Walker Building, Worcester. 

BU"Y 

Tift. trNES, :BAGS, 
= DRESSING CASES, i 

POCKET BOOKB, i 

PATEIT ADJUSTABLE STAID, 

.. 
COIJ.A R & CUFF BOXES, i 

U~BRELLAS~ ; 
-AT- a 

BARNARD 
.. BROS' . .! • 484 Jl~lll NTBEET. II 

------------------------ . CLARK, SAWYER & 00., 
Jruportua and Dealers in i 

• 
CROCKERY AND CHINA,! 

• 
HOUSE FURNISHINGS, GLASS WARE, ~ iiiiili 

Paper Bugmgs, SUter Ware and Gas P1ltues. ~ 

478 to 484 Main Street, 

WORCESTER, )[ASS. 

WASHBURN •ACHINE SHOP, 
WOBOB8'1'BB, IA88. K, P, BIGGIO, 8wpulcl MaL 
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