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Goal

The goal of this project was to assist Glacier National Park in 

achieving full International Dark Sky Park status by evaluating the 

park’s night sky quality, lighting compliance, and educational 

programs to identify ways to ensure achievement of full IDSP status 

in the timeframe given by the International Dark Sky Association.
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International Dark Sky Association (IDA)

“The International Dark Sky Association (IDA) is the recognized 

authority on light pollution and is the leading organization combating 

light pollution worldwide.”

3darksky.org



International Dark Sky Parks
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darksky.org



Lighting Compliance
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Wayfair.com

Not Compliant Compliant



Lighting Compliance (cont.)
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brownlee.com



Results
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IDA Annual Report
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Flickr.com/glaciernps



Lighting Compliance Timeline
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2020

61%
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Current
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29%
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Application

2021

67%
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On Track
For 74%
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Sky Quality Measurements
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youtube.com/glaciernps

optcorp.com



Sky Quality Measurements (cont.)
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IDA Gold Tier



Glacier’s Night Skies Website
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nps.gov

❖ Hard to locate

❖ Little about IDA designation

❖ No activity descriptions

❖ No observatory



Glacier’s Night Skies Website
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Contact

Link To Website

wp.wpi.edu/darksky2020/



Activities Webpage
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Activities Webpage
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Dusty Star Observatory
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Ben Allan Smith (2019) GNP Conservancy



Telescope Requests Webpage
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Telescope Requests Webpage
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❖ Celestial Events Calendar



Telescope Requests Webpage
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❖ Celestial Events Calendar

❖ 2 Astronomy Simulators



Telescope Requests Webpage
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❖ Celestial Events Calendar

❖ 2 Astronomy Simulators

❖ Request Form



Telescope Media Gallery
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Telescope Media Gallery
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How Telescopes Work
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Education and Awareness Webpage
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Education and Awareness Webpage
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❖ What are dark skies?

❖ Light Pollution

❖ Interactive Slider

❖ Types of Light Pollution

❖ Why is it harmful?

❖ What you can do

❖ At-home activitiesUnderLuckyStars.com (2020)



"How to Become an IDSP" Infographic
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"How to Become an IDSP" Infographic
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"How to Become an IDSP" Infographic
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"How to Become an IDSP" Infographic



Recommendations
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Create a Dark Sky Consortium
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darksky.org

❖ Subgroup of IDA 

Annual Conference

❖ Facilitated by our 

webpage, infographic



Increase SQM measurement frequency
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optcorp.com
lettherebenight.com
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Increase SQM measurement frequency

ikarusimaging.comunihedron.com



Grand Canyon
National Park

600,000 Followers

Livestream Dark Sky Activities
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nps.gov



Grand Canyon
National Park

600,000 Followers

Glacier
National Park

800,000 Followers

Livestream Dark Sky Activities
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nps.gov

Virtual Logan Pass Star Party 2021
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Thank You
Questions or Comments?

38Link To Website

wp.wpi.edu/darksky2020/
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SQM Data Analysis (cont.)
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