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A new year for the W P I hegins 
with this i ssue. During the past year, 
under the able management of Editor 
Rice, the paper attained a standard in 
college journalism that might well be 
the envy of any simHar in titution in the 
country. It js our hope and tLim to at 
lens!' maintain thi standard, though we 
make hut one promise , and that i ~ lo 
print only such news as has a direct 
hearing on the Institute, its $ht<.lcuts 
and alumni. In regard to the scientific 
news about which we have beard more 
or less la.tely, we will state that we 
recognize t he fttct t hat a certain amount 
of scientific news, ded nced from invest i
gation at the Institute, would be a valu
able addition to the paper and to any 
contributions in that line from F aculty or 
students we will g ladly give a phlCe in 
our columns. 

Two well written articles appear in 
our columns this month, on practicalJy 
the same uhject; namely, on the class 
of German taught in the Institute. It 
is true that in every school and college 
in tbe country, where all the subjects 
arc not elective, there is sure to be 
more or less dis. atisfaction among the 
students in regard to some of them, 
and in some cases, more good solid 
work: is done in thjnking up schemes 
and <1rguments with which to assail the 
" seu. el ess stuff" than would htwe been 
required to rna ter it. As a rule though, 
this student bas very lit tle to eay 
agai nst tho subject wben once through 
with it. The reason is evident enough ; 
be simply wants to get out of a little 
work while at school, not being able 
then to see the cli rect benefit of this 
special branch, but he afterwards finds 
thttt the knowledge of which be can 
make absolutely no use, or the mentul 
<lr.ill fi·om which he cannot realize some 
benefit was 011ly a fancy with which to 
deceive himself. The present case, 
however, is quite the opposite. Eu.cb 
of the writers is on the side competent 
to juclge, anu is not advancing his views 
for his own benefit, hut for the good of 
other . One, an alumnus, shows us 
very plainly bow a chnnge wil l aid us 
material1y in after life, when following 
the profes ions for which the Institute 
fits us, and the other, stil l a member of 
the school, holds up the not- to-be-dis-
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puted t;l:ttewent, that for ome of us the record of those instructor who run 
the work in the senior yenr will be much a daily marking system), ought to be a 
inct·ea:scd, because the course iu German sufficien t test for any student. 
has hcen confined to such u. narrow pnth. 
The lack of the chance for elf interest 
alone, ought to be worthy of considera
tion nnd hould add weight to tho criti
cism .. which our contributors huve made. 
We realize that it would be no en y 
matt<'r to map out a course which would 
till tl.ll demands, but hope that our 
Faculty may see .fit to mnke at least 
:some change in this direction. 

The Middlers had, or thought they 
had, so much cau e to g rumble ahout 
the examination papers of the Junior 
year, that the paper~ of this year have 
generally been quite conspicuous for 
their fairness. It is not because the 
tests have been made abnormally easy, 
but because they have heen of a length 
approaching a measure of reason. 
Some of the long papers thut have been 
specially constructed for us to hutt our 
heads against, have mot·e than done 
their duty. At best their mo t promi
nent field of usefulness seems to he to 
give the "phenom," who knows it all , 
u chance to show how much spnce he 
can cover in a gi.ven time. 

To speak seriously, many stlulents 
(good ones, too,) have gone under be
cause of the discouragements attendant 
upon the semi-annual examinations , and 
not the least discouraging feature of 
them is the forty-horse power examina
tion paper. We cannot see the use of a 
dozen pt·oblems if half the number will 
test a student as well . A few questions 
carefully chosen, together with the in
structor's class-room mark ( we mean 

Whatever may be said of examina
tions, however , they cannot compare 
with class-room work. I t is the way a 
man grinds out his daily grist that 
ought to tell his story. No one will 
di pute that of two men, the better 
student is the one who does his averuge 
daily work well, rather than the man 
who loafs through the year and then 
succeeds in passing a brilliant examina
tion. Yet our sy. tem of marking , no 
more than that of any other college, 
perhaps, admits of just that thing. 
What is worse, it allows of the roast
ing of a student who has been doing 
admittedly good average work through
out the term. 

Time and time again men who have 
been doing good work in the class-room 
for five months have been conditioned 
on the work of fi ve short hours, when 
the circumstnnces attending the examin
ation were largely responsible for the 
failure. In orne colleges, students 
who attain a certain standard in the 
class-room are exempt from n final 
examination, and it seems quite possible 
that a like plan here would be an incen
tive to more systematic and fa ithful 
daily work. 

Can a system of marking that will 
allow the result of a five hours' test to 
nullify the satisfactory work of five 
months be considered perfect, and if 
not perfect, can a free expression of 
opinion on the subject by the students 
be considered out of place? 

In a recent final examination given 

f 
' 
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the Seniors, the marks were raised ten 
per cent. in order to pass the men. If 
this glorioua system of ours is all right, 
why was it not adheied to in thi s case 
and the men conditioned? If it is not 
nU right, why is it not made satjsfactory 
to a few of us , admitting that no sys
tem wou ld satisfy everybody? Agnin, 
if the marks c:.tn be mised ten per cent. 
at the will of the instructor, would it 
not be quite as fair to ask that they be 
raised twenty or fifty per cent. in order 
to boost the whole class above the mark? 
We do not ask these questions to fill the 
paper , but bemtu$e we believe they are 
worthy of an answer. I t is said that 
students get only one side of a school 
problem in tl college paper. If this he 
so, we wish to make an exception of 
this paper , and ask everyone who bas 
the cout·age of his convictions to assist 
us in tbe discussion of topics that are of 
such vital importance to the school. 

Any student of the W . P. I., who has 
a condition of more than s ix months 
standing in any of ltis studies, will have 
a s tar placed before his name in the cat
alogue. Such, in sum and substance, is 
the law whose fruits appeared fot· the 
first t ime in our catalogue for the pres
ent year. 

At the first distribution of the cata
logues it was to he plainly seen that 
most of the student:; were interested in 
noting just who the unfortunate ones 
were, and in commenting upon them to 
a greater or less extent. Here nnd 
there a student was to be seen gloating 
and chuckling in high g lee over some 
friend or u.cquaint:lOce who had received 
the distinction, but we remarked with 

pleasure that the majority of the boys 
took anything but pleasure in it. There 
is probably not a student in the Insti
tute who, after a little sober thought, 
would not g ladly extend the band of 
sympathy to his mate and feel truly 
sorry that such a system was in vogue . 
We do not wish to be considered fault
finders, but a few words against a sys
tem which, though some good may 
accrue to it, promises so much odium, 
we think ought to be said. In the first 
place, what is its object? Presumnhly 
to stimulate the student to muke up his 
conditions at the eal'liest possible oppor
tunity, and possibly to make him strive 
the harder to avoid the condition in the 
first place. 

A laudable object, without a doubt. 
But do the results :ltlnined r·epay the 
har·shness of the treatment ? We bnve 
only appeat·ances to judge from in this 
matter, but out of 78 names in the 
Senior and Middle classes 10 are 
stat;t·ed ; two of the e, at least, are t)O 

longer members of the school , and arc 
carrying oft' this little borwr· as their last 
one from the Institute . Hero was a 
chance for charity. If it docs not 
attain its object in a beneficial way, it 
s urely attains one in :motlJ er ; that of 
wounding a fellow-creahtre's feelings 
and personal pride hy procla iming to 
the public at large that he i · not pn an 
equul footing with his fellow-students; 
that, to an uninformed public, be lucks 
tbe intellectual power of the ttveruge 
young mao, or else is wi lfully neglect
ing the opportunities afforded him. 
These facts probably inte ret the public 
very little, unless they buppen to be 
acquainted with the indi vidual , and in 



6 THEW PI. 

that case they muy u.·e the little tigma 
in a way not at all in hm·mony with the 
good en<l it originally had in ,-iew. It 
is to be :,uppo ·c<l that e,·ery student 
enters the In ·titule with the purpo~e of 
doing the hes t work he i · capable of 
during the course. 1t is impossible for 
him to foresee the rc ult of hi:; endeav
ors, and if, Iuter on, he i found 
deficient in a certain ludy does it seem 
quite right to humi liate him hy publish
ing lhe ti1tt? The i'uhjccl may be one 
to whicl1 hi:{ mi nd i· not ~vlapted und, 
st ri ve ns he wi ll. he <:uuuot rnuke it 
comp:11·e with hi:-: work in other lines. 
ll <:an not he that t he Faculty would wish 
to <:au ·e a s tudent to hang hi bead a ' 
he pa.:ses tho ·c on the street whom he 
suppo:.e:-~ know of IIi:; case . It would 
be ah:<urd to think ·o, hut this is suTely 
one of the prime effects of the sy tern. 
I t is ahout as ah:nll'(l for the student to 
imagine that ,,·erynue know hi · fai l
ing , hut it is human nnture. and for a 
whi le every wbi ·per he hears, e\·ery 
glance directed toward him, be i:; confi
dent, is a direct t·c ·ult of iL H is rela
t ives, nhio, uro t•ohhed of l)Otne of Hteir 
p leasure hy it, fo r where t hey formerly 
looked with p t·idc upon his name ns 

.tl st udent in such a uohle institution, 
they mu:-;t <:el't1~inly feel a little d i ~

couraged when they note the distinction 
m:tde. hctwceu him and hi :S c las -
mates in the present cata logue. 
out· earuesl hope that these littl e 
darts ba,·e m:ulc thei r la: t appeamuce; 
that the ::;tanding of the tmlents will 
be such t hat they wi ll no longer be 
need ed, ot· that the Faculty will de,·ise 
some other means to attain thei r worthy 
end. 

Following will be found the new 
reg ulation governing future athletic 
conte:;ts nmong the tudents. tripped 
of the painful impres ion that the 
experience of last fnll war ranted us 
in assuming, that with the Faculty 
" regulation., mean~ " restriction," it 
must be <:onceded that tue new rules 
arc sens ible nnd just. The fee required 
for the physician's examination is merely 
nominal , und wi ll not he considered by 
anyone who cun tell a generous otle r 
when he sec. it. The <.~otmni ttec, nlso, 
is cspccin lly acccptahle, and we :u·e now 
sure of an in tell igent if not a lways fav
orable cous itlcration of t he suhject of 
ath letic:; from the s tudent's s tandpoint. 
It would be mthcr hard, to he sure, to 
t·econcil c with true politcoes'i the 
Faculty's abrupt action in the fttte of· the 
association's prior petition for a more 
general committee of athletic govem
ment, hut the ooner we leum to accept 
gracefully what we can't help, the bet
ter we wi ll feel and appear . 

THE NEW ATHLETIC RULES. 

The following rules, rcfen ed by tue Fac
ulty committee on t\thlctic government, have 
been ~ulopted :-

First- T hat tue standing commitlee , con
sisting of t hree members of the Faculty , be 
appointed, with whom the ~:~tudents may 
confer concerning sports and games, and 
whose duty it shall he to recomtneud to tile 
facu1ty any action that muy, in their judg
ment, be necessary in regard to such sports 
and games. 

Hecond-Tuat each nod e ,·ery student 
who propo es to engage in athletic contests 
must, at leust once in e~1ch yeur in which he 
may thus engag<.', be examined by, nod pre
sent to the athletic commillcl.' of the Faculty, 
before such contest, a certificate from either 
Dr. W . C. tevens or Dr. L. F. Woodward 
of this city, in which it s bn11 be stated that 
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in the judgment of the examiner the student 
is physically competent to engage in . ucb 
contest, the expense of s uch examination to 
be borne by the student. 

Third-That exce1>t tbe intercollegiate 
lield-day now held, onls two out-of-town 
athletic contests shall be engaged in an
nually, the t ime and place of such contt> ts 
to be approved by the atJtletic eommittee of 
the faculty. 

F ourth- It is hereby un<lcrstood that no 
permission is to be given the student or 
any organization among them to join any 
iutercoll t>giate 01' other athletic league or 
associntion except that of whi<:lt tLe :tthll•tic 
association is a lready a metnber. 

T he committee of n.thle lics a ppoiutctl by 
the Faculty under these l'egulatious consists 
of the president, Dr. Hotnl!l' T . Fuller, and 
Drs . Kinnicutt and Eaton. I t was volctl 
by tbe Facul ty that tbese regulations go iuto 
effect immediately. 

In connection witb tJ1e presentation of 
these rules, it was said tbat they would be 
s ubject to modifications , ns seemed nd,is
able, but that the rule concerning phy ical 
examinations would be s tt·ictly adhered to . 
It seems to us that the rule would hn•e the 
same effect if a student were exalllioerl by 
his family phys ician, as some would . per
haps, prefer. The rule is a good one, bow
ever, nod ought to be satisfactory. Modifi
cations will undoubtedly be suggested when 
we h:we had a chance to sec how the regu
lations effect our nlhletic in terests. 

THE MYSTERIOUS HAND. 

1 t ooolliel e••tY Ill til lbroue b Doy ool•.•n II all . 

Nothing but :t hand? That is all; an 
l' lnaciated right hand, pale and wrinkled, 
and of a very suggesth ·ely clammy appeal'· 
ance . If tbe1·e was anything more it might 
have the effect of spoil ing the fascinating 
little mystery which now enshrouds it, and 
of robbing a few s tudents of their fancied 
phantom of Boynton Hall. It is only 
within the last two years t hat the hand has 
been cultivating reguln.r habits in manifest
ina itself, but in this time those students 
who baYe seen it, tbougb they haxe said 
little nbout it. have been furnished with 
excellent food for day dreaming. 

I ts favorite baunt seems to be in the 
vicinity of Prof. Sinclair's room and was 

first noticed there by members of the pres
ent senior ria . l' nlikc most of the vi. it
ors from the other world, wbom we ban~ 
heeu told only appear iu tb • dead hour of 
tb<> n ight, it . eem to hn,·e no objection to 
ealliul'r around uuv brig bt afternoon that 
offers" one o1· two ~condition . These an·. 
first, that there is uo exercise in the free 
dru.wintr room, and &<>COnti. tha t a recibttion 
is to l.>c

0 

cond ncted in Prof. Sin<:lttil·'s roo111. 
These l-!imple conditions ha\'ing he<>n f:wor
able, the exercise would scarcely bave 
commencNl wht•u the doo1· l<>a1ling into the 
free drawing roo 111 would s lowly open ju-,t 
wide enoug h tu allow the entrance of four 
fin (rers IJctwC'cn it nud tLe jnmb, and here 
tb~ lill<'<'1'S would come ::u1~l rem:1iu until 
ncar tl~· (• losi.' of til t' t•xercist·, when th<> 
door would he s ilently reclo cd. As may 
be imaginc•d the eltect of lltcsc weird look
irw ou·ll'ds on tho e students who sat C' • 

within t':tsy reacll of them was far frout 
ple:1 ant, :Uid wa::. m:tny time:. the <:au e of 
their waking np to the statement. •· X ow 
sbow me the a nswer on a bit of p:1per ," 
when th<>y h:Hln't the lea t icle:l of what was 
being talked about. t;nfnir of the bnnd to 
be sure to thus ruin a s tudent's cbnnce · of 
scorioa a fe w poiuts, but such was probably . 
not i~ mis'ion. What, then, is its mis
s ion '! is it alone, or a.ccompanied by a 
body ? If so can it be thr spirit of o ne of 
U1e departed benefactors of the Institute 
which periodically takes on a mtwtle of 
shrh·ell•tl tlesh in order that it may wnlk 
once more tltr·ongh old Boyuton Hall a~:~ a 
humau l>eing to note the c lumges and take 
plensure in seeing tbe progress made in 
science at the I nstitute, or is it some earthly 
creature whom cur iosity Jeans to stoop to 
this method of satisfying his d esires? We 
say '' bis" because tilt> hnnd bears no resem
blance to those possessed by the gentle r 
sex , it albO bas ,·ery little in <'Omroon with 
t he one that tried to steal a lock of T aylor's 
bnir at one of the drawing exercise last 
year, in fact it is a band to be remembered 
wbeu once seen. I t prefers to be een 
tbrouah a crack in the door on all occa
s ions 

0

for no one tells of seeing it in any 
other pos ition. 

The Last appearance of nny note was dur
ina one of Prof. Sinclair's esaminations, 
held in the free drawing room, when for 
fully two hours it remained at the door 
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lending to the model room. A slow mo,·e- j better acquainted with one another,-heocc 
ment of the door was the first thing that the stroke is felt by eYery man in the class. 
C!lught the student's eye and then came the It is unfortunate, to say the least, that a 
fingers. It was bearable for tho first ten man should be allowed to drift along 
minutes but for the next hundred or so it through his senior year, even to the com
wn.s next to impossible to focus any plction of his thesis, and then be informed 
thoughts; projections, warped snrfac~s and without any waming, that be could not 
traces were almost meaningless terms. graduate. When :suelJ things occur, tlJe 
What docs that hand want? was the all- alumni can hardly be expected to be pro
absorbing thought, and the only plausible fuse in their praise of the Tech. 
an we a· was that it wanted to stay there, • • • 
and t~ere ~n be no doubt bot that it fnl- I cannot think of anything that bus a·c-
fiJied ats w1sh. Wben the two hours were cently befallen the school, that is so sin
up it suddenly. disappea~ed tho~gb not. a cercly to be deplored as the apparent loss of 
s?tmd was a.udabl.e to gave notace of ats interest in the Y. M. C. A. Possibly the 
Oag~t. Wh~thcr 1t shook off the Hes~ and interest is not lost, but if there is any it is 
a.g:un took ats place on the skeleton m the about as useful for pmctical work as the 
model room! or whether a longer journey latent beat stored up in ice. Anyone cao 
was ?efore tt, we do not know. At any give plenty of reasons why the Association 
mt.e at w~1s gone, and ~bose students who is not doing the work that is to be expected 
h~d seen tt felt mn~ rehcved and once more of an organization of that name. 
tned to collect thetr scattered thoughts and Possibly the lack of enthusiasm in other 
apply them to the work before them. interests at the school this winter has bad 

Since that time nothing bas been beaJ·d its effect on the Y. M. C. A. Whate,·er 
of it and we hope th~t if. it does reappear, may be said, it must be acknowledged that 
the stuc~ent w~o s~es.tt .wa~l act more ~dly the Faculty will in no wise be to blame if 
toward at and mvtte tt anstde. Once aotro- the Association does not prosper. They 
dnccd, no doubt we would all be glad to have made numerous efforts to assist in 
give it a hearty welcome. various ways, without wishing to intel'fere 

SKETCHES FROM MY NOTE
BOOK. 

·orne time ago I met an alumnus of this 
school, who said that gmduates from some 
of the more recent classes are inclined to 
be chary of their praises of the Tech, when 
they are asked for information about it. 
This wns no news to me because I haYe met 
a number of that class of gmduates. I 
asked him what the reason was, and be 
replied that, while the men were satisfied 
with the education they received, they were 
not satisfit!d with the treatment given their 
respective classes. This is not the case with 
eYery class, by any means, but it is the 
case with too large a number. He noted 
several instances where some popular indi
vidual in tbe class bad either been dropped 
just before graduation or else so badly 
"roasted," ns the boys e~rpress it, that the 
ire of every man in tLe class was aroused. 
Just such things undoubtedly occur in 
other schools, bot the classes here are so 
small, comparatively, that the students get 

with an organization that belongs to the 
boys. They have given us rooms and their 
own assistance in the meetings. What 
more can be expected of them ? On the 
other hand, the Athletic Association (com
posed of the same men), which can hardly 
claim the undivided support of the Faculty, 
is living with tremendous vigor. Who is 
at fault, then, for the lack of activity in the 
Y. 1\f. C. A. ? It seems to me that the 
explanation is found in the fact that the 
Association lacks an enthusiastic leadership. 
You can lead a horse to the well,-you 
don't need to make him drink because if he 
wants any water be will drink for himself. 
A competent leader in the Y. M. C. A. is 
necessary, not to do all the work, bot to 
bring the men to the point where 
they want to work for themselves. The 
Association cannot live long after it begins 
to hold meetings from a sense of duty. It 
ought to thrive, however, simply on its 
merits , without any outside assistance. 

• • • 
I heard Patti in Italian opera in Boston 

recently, in about the same unassuming 
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'.!'ay ~hat 1 lead my cla.ss,-by pro.ry. 
Spealimg of Patti reminds me that the 
Facu lty long ago p1·ohibited the liahtina 

f 
. 0 ~ 

o <:~garNL<•s 011 lhe J nstilUte urouuds. Yet 
Patti hns written a letter to ;{ mauufacturer 
permitting the use of hl'l' name ns a rrcom
mcmltltion f~r a certai n bmnd of his cigm·s, 
:lml l dou~t ~f m~y one of t he F aculty c:1n 
show as lll~>~tlllgmsbed a recommendation as 
that. ~l'his g~{'S to show. what C\'CI'Y candid 
man ,~·111 a~lm1L, that there is a signal ath:ul
tage 111 betng a thorough bred oicru r of the 
right brand, onr the humdrumt- <'xistenc<' 
that is a necessary adjunct of life :w a 
Facultj' man. ~El' I'J. 

SPRING ATHLETICS. 

Thl' April n1cation is 0\'<'1' aml with it 
?lo. c the season of spring athletics begins 
111 <'aroest. The class series in hase-lmiJ ; 
tbe cross-country runs; T ech liel<l day, :\h1v 
10; and finally the intercollegiate sports oil 
May 28, will constitute the athletic pro
gmmmc of the sp1·ing, and will l.le tltc 
evl'uts in which T ech athleLcs must win theit· 
athletic honors if they win any at :til. 

Field athletics s tart lhe season nuder the.> 
most f::worublc circumstances and the recent 
rules of the Fa culty buve been received very 
favorohly hy most of tb(> students. While 
the rules whicb put s uch a damper on the 
foot- hall eulltusiusm o f last fall arc still 
re~~1 iocd aud the attitude of the Faculty i~:> 
st1ll the same, the fact that the1·c is nu ath
letic committc~ made up of member:. of tht• 
l<~aculty, which is ready to confer with a like 
l'Ommittee from tbe athletic ns ociatiou of 
~be school, hns giveu athletics for· the spring 
JUSt the encouragement needed for a soc
ces ful season. The committee of the Fac
ulty ba,., introduced a very '·nluablc mlc in 
the ?nc necc.ssit~ting tlw taking of thl" 
physrcal exam maLton an<l passing it Huccess
fully before o.ne can become a UlPIIlber of auy 
school athletic team. The committee has 
made pro,·ision for the takin<T of lh<' exam
ination and every one who ca~ po~:;siuly find 
excuse for o doing bould t..'lke it. Tile 
chanc<.• is one not met with often aod 
t . ' s rnnge as 1t may seem, in this exami nation, 

tbe more there are conditioned the better it 
is for the ::Lthlctic interests of the seuool. 

• • • The cross-country runs will be a featu re 

of the spring sports which is almost new to 
?1ost men in the scbool. If the two prelim
mary runs are held O\'Cr a course of sonw
thiug like fifh•en wiles ns it is the intention 
of the dirC:'ctors to h~n·e Llwm nod it is 
made a condition that nllrunnc•r~:o 'to be eligi
ble to. ?tn1·~ in the linn! r11n or May :3, 
must hnt:.lt 111 the e two •·nus, th<'re will he 
Yery few competitors eligiiJie to the final 
run. Cro s-country running ha<; been ~i>en 
a good deal o~ booming this bpring :mel the 
111onster n1c•ctrng at. New York 011 the 1 iJtb 
oC ~larch would undoubtedly Uil\'e been the 
largest and most s uccessful e'·er held in 
thi ' countr)' bad the weather ueeo favor
able .. The meeting, bowcvcr, brought the 
s port mto popular favor aull the Senior and 
Junior team championships at l\lorris Park 
on. the :Wth of this mouth gin~ promise of 
bcmg the most ucces ful runs yet seen in 
cross-country ~eam chnrupionships. At its 
best the ~port IS very punishing work and is 
more n test of strength than skill in runuina 
and jumpin~. and to men who :ll'e unused 
to the work, two prelimiottry runs of about 
fifteen miles cacb noel tben a final one of 
eight miles, will be a task quite beyond the 
nbility of some of tbt• l'unnl'I'S. It seems as 
if one or two preliminary runs of about 
<'igbt miles encb , pcrbt\p · over the course on 
which the Chatham Club belcl tbcir run 
abut n year ago, antl then a final run of bix 
or se,·en miles would be work (•oough. Tbc 
course on which the chnmpionships will be 
h~l ~l is only c ig bt miles long ancl is wholly 
VIStble from th<' grand stand. Th<' directors 
u~i~bt make U.te runs more intere tiog hy 
hmng tlw park for tlw final run t\nd bavina 
th<' sturt and fioi It in fronL of t he arana 
stnod. The first half-mile could be a~ound 
the t rack ; then across the centre of th<" 
fie ld over ohstnclcs wbi<;h tl1e din•ctors coul1l 
pwvide; then out into llw country for ahouL 
~:;ix miles; tbeo back across the cPotrl" of 
Lhc park; with the final hnlf-mil c on the 
track. This would make a very pretty raC'e 
~nd 'voul<l he well worth sel'ing, especially 
1f the I'Uil w<'rc a lmndicap, for with tbc 
handicaps properly made out, the final 
three-quarters of a mile would he in siO'ht 
of the audience, and would bring the lead~rs 
well together at the cod of the race where 
the finisll could be S<'en from Lhe grand 
stand. • • • 

The mile walk seems to cause a 
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good deal of trouble among some of the 
members of the New England Intc,·colle
giate Association. It bas been contested 
but twice :mel at both meetings there bas 
been dissatisfaction expressed at its result. 
.At tbe first meeting of the association held 
in this city, two years ago, the event was 
contested for the first time. That year Am
herst made a mistake and got her two-mile 
runner into the walk nod after be bad gone 
around the park twice and been ruled off 
four or five times , some of the college boys 
seemed much disgusted with the referee 
for insisting on the disqnalificatiou of the 
" walker" wbo had ruu his whole race well, 
but about whose hop-trot gait there could 
be no doubt. Last year there was no 
trouble at the time the mcc took place, but 
for some unknown reason the Executive 
Committee hlwe voted to invite the oiTiciaJs 
of this year's meeting from the members 
of the Manhattan Athletic Club , with the 
expressed·coodition that ~1r. Al. Copeland , 
last year's judge of walking, shall not 
serve again . Mr. Copeland is undoubtedly 
qualified to fill the position as weU as it will 
be fi lled and performed his duty acceptably 
last year. Why the committee should thus 
blackball Mr. Copeland is u conundrum 
which cnu best be explained by the members 
of the committee who cast the vote. Such 
action without orne good reason is cert ainly 
discourteous to say the least. The objec
tion this year came from Brown and was 
based on the ruling of the referee with re
gard to an aJleged walker from that univer
sity. The fact that Mr. Copeland ruled a 
man off tbe track for unfair walking is not 
a sufficient reason for the action of the 
committee. 

THE PHYSICAL EXAMINATION. 

Examining Physician-(to tng-?f-war 
captain) . Do you whistle, pitch penmes, or 
light cigarettes on the grounds? 

Applicant for certificate,-No, sir. 
E. P. Well, you're an enterprising chap ! 

How is your great grandmother's liver? 
Ap. I don't know, sir. I wasn't ex

pecting the qoestioo ot· I would have had a 
crib on it. 

E. P. You are making some bad breaks, 
young man. I will give you one more 

chance. Does your aunt use Pydia 
Linkam's Sherry lla lsam? 

Ap. Yes, s ir. I think not . 
E. P. That's bt.'tte1· ; that will do. 
Ap. Shall l pass ? 
E. P. Yes,-ont. 

Ap. 1 htw c been chosen f or t he base
ball team. 

E. P. Any recent deaths in your famiJy? 
Ap. Tbe In t was my great grandfather's 

who died in '43 . 
E. P . Of what? 
Ap. Old age. 
E. P. Well you h:.H'e probably inherited 

the disease , but the case is so remote that 
I will sign a permit to phty three o' cat if 
you wish. 

Ap. Thank you, I don'-t believe I could 
stand the strain. I beg pardon fot' presum
ing to exist. 

Ap. Will you please see if I am strong 
enough to stir my stumps for the mile walk? 

E. P. Any contagious disease in your 
family ? 

Ap. My uncle bas boils. 
E. P. Where ? 
Ap. On his hired man. 
E. P. Debarred. 

1<~ . P. fto applicant.) (~o right out, 
little boy, we don' t keep picture cards . 

Ap. Beg pardon, donchcr know, but I 
want to be examined. I'm a Tech athlete 
and l 'm a hustler, too; I'm going in for 
everything. 

E. P. Oh, 1 see, I recognize you now. 
How do you like the wood-room? Won't 
you please stand up and usc tbe floor for a 
foot-rest ? A mahogany desk does not go 
with a fifty-cent examination. You are 
going to swipe everything, are you? fl ow 
are your folks? 

Ap. All sound. 
E. P. And you ? 
Ap. Oh, I'm sound, too . 
E. P. Well, tbis half-dollar isn't sound, 

it's plu.ggecll Bismarck, allow this Pl'ep to 
take a short walk out. 

A SUGGESTION. 

The Pol Econ Club was formed during 
the last half-year, but did not accomplish 
any work until after the mid-year e.x:a.mina-

, 
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tions. The subjects which have been taken 
up, while coming under Political Economy, 
are such as bear directly on the live ques
tions of the day . That the investigation 
of these quei.itions is inte•·esLing us well ns 
of the greatest value to the fnturc citizens 
of this country, is beyond donbt. Jn spite 
of the great good :uising from the study of 
these soujects, considerable comment has 
been hear<) on the method of mt'l.naging the 
club. As it is now carried ou, the work is 
given out the same as in the chss-room, 
and tbe lllcctings are conlluctctl the same 
as regular recitations . Would iL uot be 
more comlucive to interest in the subjects 
n.ml t he club, to let the members ha re some 
share in the m!l.nagement ? Would it not 
l>e more inviting to new men if not con
ducted iu just the same way as an every
dn.y recitation? 

01\"E WHO l S L~TERESTED. 

THE BERKELEY ATHLETIC CLUB 
HANDICAP MEETING. 

The ReL·keley Athletic Club of New York 
Uity is arranging a novel meeting for May 
17. The list of members of the club con
tains a large numbet· of celebrated ex-col
lege Mblet es, and several of the most prom
inent of these have conceived the idea of 
giving an opeu handicap meeting a week or 
two Lefore the regular championship meets 
of the I ntercollegiate Athletic Association 
~n order to bring as many of tbc college ath-
letes iuto the compet ition us possible . With 
this idea the Berkeley At hletic Club has ai'
rnnged the meeting of May 17, aud its suc
cess is alJ·eady assured. The chairman of 
the garues comn:Uttce is J\1 r. \Yeo dell Baker, 
wlwse experience in athletic wot·k and con
sequent knowledge of C\'erything necessal'Y 
to the success of snell a meeting, is too 
well known to need mention. The coto
mittee have arranged the following list of 
events for competition :-

1. l 00-yard run-scratch. 
2. 220-yard ron-handicap. 
3. 600-yard run-handicap. 
4. t -mile run-handicap. 
5. 2-mile run- handicap. 

6. 120-yard hurdle-scratch. 
7. 220-yat·d hurdle-handicap. 
8. 2-mile bicycle-handicap. 
9. 3-mile te!l.m hicycle race . Team o 

3 men. 
10. Running high-jnmp-!!cratcb. 
11. Running broad-jump-handicap. 
12. Putting 16-lb. shot-handicap. 
13. Tug-of-war. 650 lbs. limit. 

The prizes are to be three in number in 
each event and will be of unusual excel
lence. The club or college scoring the 
most poi nt s will t·eceive an elegant banner, 
points to count as follows: tl ret, five ; sec
ond, two ; und third, one. The members 
of the winning tug-of-war team and also 
the membe1·s of the winning bicycle team 
will aU receive prizes , and the club or col
lege entering these winning teams will re
ceive a banner. Two of the four handicap 
runs a1·e at odd distances, thus placing aU 
competitors on more equal terms than at 
standard events . It is the wish of the 
Berkeley Club to have the New England 
Intercollegiate Athletic Association •·epre
sented at this meeting. Although five of 
the eight members of the N. E. 1. A. A. 
are 10embers of the larger Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association they seldom send com
petitors to the championship meeting of the 
larger association, and outside of the New 
Eugland colleges our own association has 
comparatively very little reputn.tion from 
an nthletic point of view. Dartmouth, 
Amherst, Williams, Tl'inity and Brown 
ltave beeu members of the larger associa
tion for a number of years but outside of 
the great victot·y of Wells in the mile run 
at the Berkeley Oval last May, the victories 
of their representatives have been very few 
and fn.1· Letween. The meeting of May 17 
affords an excellent opportunity for the 
N. E. I. A.. A. to make a good showing. In 
tbe handicap events its representn.tivcs stand 
an excellent chance of winning and the 
games coming at the time they do would 
find all of its athletes in the best of condi
tion. Jt would also give them a chance to 
test themselves against tbe college cham
pions and at the same time have a chance to 
win. Harvard. Yale, l'l'inceton and Colum
bia will send their full teams to tbis meeting 
and there is no reason why the wbole eight 
members of tbe N. E. I. A. A. should not 
be represented by two ot· three of their best 
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men, if not by nll of theit· atbletcs . Of 
la::.t _year's men alone Dartmouth lu1::. llum
phn•y:., Rowe, \\Tilliams, Scruton, an1l Per
ldus; Amherst ha ' Raley, Lutlington, 
\\' t.o lls, Delabarrc, aut! Houghton; Williams 
ha~< C:tmpbell atlll Nichol::l ; Trinity has 
Bulkclcy and McCook; Wesleyan bas ~lo,y
hn<:k; while Worccst<'r has T!lylOI', All t•n, 
:lnd \\'bite. Any or tbcse mcu would stnud 
goml chauc<'s of wiuuing at such a meeting 
:\S i:. to be given the 17tu of ::\by at the 
BNh l<'y Oval and with the addition of the 
men in the clas of '93 all the ahovc men
tiouc<l colleges could make a good s howing. 
Til t• uweting is certninly worthy of the ap
pronll of the N. E. I. A. A. and it is to be 
hoped that the several colleges wbicb make 
up its membership will take bold of the mat
ter :wc.l send their representuti,·es to the 
meeti ng, thus doing their share toward mak
ing the meeting the success that is merited 
l>y the enterprise of the Berkeley Athletic 
(;tub. 

A TECH 'S WHITE ELEPHANT. 

11.- Call • Oa Dl• (;b _...k &o D f'lp tu .. Out or a 
Dlle ... •a. 

"Oh! I knew none of the boys would 
get onto it. " 

This was the remark over which two of 
the ~eniors were seen shaking bauds in one 
of the corridors the other day. Bu t they 
forgot to shake with the grocer who bore 
the brunt of the racket, and he uncon
sciously used their little story in keeping 
customers good natured while trading with 
him. It n.ppears that one of these sage 
seniors received notice from two of his out
of-town female friends that they intended 
to accept the invitation he had extended 
them to visit the city and would arrive the 
following day. That evening be busied 
himself with a bonowed !lat-irou n.nd a wd 
cloth in eliminating the hn.gs from the knees 
of his best t rowsers, and in practicing 
tying a knot in his necktie like the one that 
Hyde used to wear. 

The pants looked pretty good when he 
had finished, but the necktie bu:<iuess was a 
failure. He tried to exterminate a pimple 
which bloomed quite conspicuously on his 
chin, but in the moruing the pimple was to 
all appearances nlivc tl.nd \vell and was later 
seen with him at the depot as he sailed 

along between his two friends. The otl.ler 
senior, who wn.s seen s haking hands with 
our fri end, now appenrc<l aud took charge 
of one of the fair da111sels. 

All places of intet·est were ' 'is ited, and 
of cou rt~e the T ech Ctl.mc io for a good 
share of tbeit· attention. How great they 
must h::wc appeared in the eyes of these 
country maidens ns they s talked p roudly 
through the different rooms. 

" Tbcsc are nothing but tuc ~fiddlers
free drawing-what's that ? W ell, J guess 
we did; las t year; eb , • Mick 'r' (mcc
ho.oic) S mell nuytbing ? Il~S, that's ooth
ing.-Tbat's Dr. Fuller's voice you hear , iu 
mineralogy.-Bb? Ob no, not since we 
were Middlers." These were n. few of the 
snatches caugut as they passed along. 

A very pleasant dny was th us speut and 
when train time arrived J\1ick saw his charge 
safely aboard , but the other fellow bad so 
interested both himself aud his compn.niou 
in one of his latest. " coast of Maine " 
yarns t hat they arrived at the depot jus t 
time enoogh to see tbe last train of the 
evening cruelly separate the two dear girls . 
Mick whis tled Hymn 44 with considerable 
energy and was requested to leave the 
ladies' room or discontinue the disturbance. 
The young lady and a few regrets were 
turned over to him by his friend, who, not 
";shing to intrude longer, bowed hims('lf 
out. 

Here was a nice dilemma for Mick ; 
short of time, short of money, and lacking 
in accommodations . But a larger part of 
the v(' t·dancy which he had bwnght with 
him on his entrance to the school bad been 
well woro off and be decided on action. 

Inside of hnlf an bout· be was at the 
house of tbe \V e t-side grocer, with wbose 
family be was on ' cry poor terms, aud, in
deed, only slightly acquainted. Mrs. 
Grocer and her husband were out riding, 
but Mick rmd his lady decided to awnit 
their •·cturn. H e made himself quite at 
home with the grocer's family, appearing 
utterly unconscious of the amount of cheek 
he was bring ing into play. He is not a 
talkative fellow naturally, and, after one 
or two unsuccessful attempts to introduce 
some uniuterestiug subjects he gave up, 
and " 1\lum was tbe word." It was near 
midnight wben the grocer's wife returned, 
bot it appeared about a week to the weary 
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waiters, none of whom had opened their 
mouths, except to yawn, fo1· the last two 
hours . What persuash·e force Mick brought 
to bear on tlle good woman to Llelp him out 
of his difficulty is not known ; sol1ice it to 
say that she finally took pity ou the git·1 
and consented to her remaining over night. 
At sb: o'clock tbe next morning Mick c:1Ued 
at tbc ltouse and the goozey pair shuffled 
oil' in the directiou of tbe Union Depot. 

A CHANGE RECOMMENDED. 

perhaps be taken tlp in the class-room and 
studied like any other class-hook, so that 
after leaving the lnsLiLutc, ~1. mau ou taking 
up a. foreign engineeting book, paper or 
mngazit1e and gla.ucing down a page might 
possibly see het·e ~md there a familiar word 
outside of a few conjunctions nod preposi
tions, and be able to grind 011 t at least tile 
gist of the article in <jues tiou if ootlling 
more. 

The 'Non·PraeU~abUlty or our 
Bwdne.... Ll£e. 

Geruaau 

To Til£ EorTon oF TnE W P 1. 
The article which appeared in the Scbool 

Journal several months ago, with refereo<;e 
to the importance of an acquaintance witll 
forPign technical literature, was of interest 
to me because I !lave h~td occasion fre
quently s ince gmduation to consult fo1·eign 
engineering works,-at the present time 
being obliged to do so daily- and it is in 
this con neetiou that I desire to say a word 
in regat·d to the manner in which the 
modem languages, Ft·ench and German, are 
taught-or rnther were taught several years 
ago-at the Institute. f am awo.re the 
course in modem languages is at best a 
short one, but it nevertheless seems to me 
that provision should be made in some way 
to enable the student to acquire o. vocabu
lary of mechanical or engineel'ing terrn.s 
tluring the course. 

I desire to nclll a wonl more to express 
my appt·eciation of the pointed allusions 
mude to tlle m~\rking system, a few months 

111 ago in the W P I ; fo r if anything can be 
chamcterized by the word execrable, the 
system of cooking up averages for the 
students of the W. P. 1. cet'taiuly cao. 

The mechanical engineers and the civils, 
and for that matter the chemists, as a rule, 
will not spend very m.ucb of their time 
after leaving the Institute, in reading tue 
pt·oductions of Schiller, Goethe, Heine and 
the other stand:wl writers. however mncb 
they may desire to do so, but will, if tlley 
wisb to keep up at all with the times, be 
compelled to have a tolerable acquaintance 
with the foreign engineel'ing works per
taining to their respective professions, and 
the point I wish to make is this: that the 
whole time should not be devoted to read
ing the works of the standard authors, but 
sholllcl be divided if possible, a part of the 
Lime being given to "Das Lied von cler 
Glocke," " F'an.~t" and the like, but ut 
Least an equal portion to some hand-hook 
on engineering in the original German or· 
French as the case might be, which might 

A ma.n who has taken no exarnim1tiou for 
any positiou undet· the U. H. Go,·ernmeot, 
be it high or low, if he thinks he lu:1.s been 
unfairly ranked, has thtl privilege of appear
ing before his "uconsers," statiug his 
grievance, going ovet· his papers, n.ncl cun 
ascer·tain wherein he is deficient; but there 
is no redress for a student a.t the Institute; 
he must take wbat he gets and be thankful 
that i.t is no worse. 

YotU's, 

Washington, D. C., 
March 27, 1890. 

E. H. F. 

ANOTHER USE FOR THE BIG 
VAULT. 

From almost every person who pusses 
throngb the basemeut corridor or the s~llis
bury Laboratories comes tbe question ; 
" Wbat is that large brick vault used for?" 

, ome ingenious people h:.we concei\'ed of 
its being a store-room for gunpowuP.t' ot· 
dynamite. But of what use tltese explo
sives cotLhl be to the lnstitutu we cannot 
sec; besides, the constructors wisely 
planned for all the " blow ups" to take 
place in the little room on tbe roof, instead 
of blowing up tlte whole bnilcling, doubt
less intending to gently remove tlle roof 
only. 

Others have intimated that it woulu be a 
good place for acids. But why cuclose 
thern witb bL·ick walls aml iron doors? They 
will not run a. way, oot· ex plodc, neither are 
they especially tempting to the thief. 

w (! learn that the real ouject of this 



14 THEW PI. 

vault is for the preservation of examination 
papers,-those things hy which we would 
least wish to be remembered, and also for 
the temporary storage of chemistry fees 
ami the like. 

This is certuinly a '' ery con,•enient dc
po::itory. and we are glad to know that it 
is rather a safe. than a cell for the nnlucky 
~tudent. 

------~-·-- ------
A L ABORATORY EPISODE. 

110" tiU~ ('hf'onllota ""djnooC ,\ traJno or Doner. 

l t was one of those enervat ing April dtl.ys 
which inscrutable fate had d ecreed ns the 
time fo r ch<'mists' pmctice. Within the 
precincts of Salisbury Laborato•·y, an 
almost deathly s ilence brooded . This un
usual phenomenou was not due to tbe fact 
tbnt the stalwart atom hustle1·s of '90 and 
'!) I were engrossed iu work. Ob oo ! But 
a base-ball game betweeu the '' P eltet·s" 
:111d '· Batsmasl.lers " was in progress on 
J)('wey's field, and to witness the eductive 
SJ)OI't, the chemists haft gleefully e ll l!COilCed 
themselves in the southwest windows while 
precipitation!!, filtrations and ebullitions 
wen~ left to pursue the even or uneven 
tenor of thei•· ways with all the felicity at 
their disposal. 

Tbe Batsm1lSbers bad just taken tbe field 
on the Last inning, and intense excitement 
reigned in every bosom ou tbe window 
silJs. 

At this intere. tiug point a<lire commotion 
from the direction of tb<' corridor nsnq>ed 
for an instant the attention of the specta
tors, and rul eyes were riveted upon tbc 
entrance. 
~ouods of scuttling and stamping mingled 

wiLb expressi,·e interjections and broken 
invectives fell upon our cn1-s, and soon n 
couotenan<:e, distorted with rage anu livid, 
m~tde its :l.ppeamnce nt the door. It was 
l<:ffervcsciog Lactone aml we judged it the 
part of wisdom to be chary with our quiz
zing till his fnrot· bad somewhat abated. 

But the P clters and their opponents were 
forthwith forgotten and we qunkiogly 
gatbet·ed aboot the wrutbful vetemn to 
await developments. 

\ Ve were not left long in suspense fot· 
soon some one volunteered the inquiry,
W hat is it Eflie, Old Hoy ? Then he ex
ploded. The infernal old slobberheels ! tbe 

squizzliug pimp! the nauseating bubble! 
I'll disintegrate his brainless pate in Aqua 
Fortis. I 'll lixivate, evaporate nod in
cinerate his miserable Ctl.tC.'\SS and scatter 
tile undecomposable residue to the multi
fal'ious wiuds on the clock tower. I'll ! 
I'll ! and us his \'ituperation became more 
rapid antl iueohercnt, he stalked excitedly 
back und forth througu the laboratory, 
making greut dents io the asphalt and 
endangering out· g lass ware and several 
commandments . 

\\' hcu his choler began to abate we plied 
him with CJ_uestions , "Who was it?" 
" What did be do?'' " Tell us ull about 
it," followed each other in rapid s uccession. 
It was " Polymeric 'fwyerpipe," Lie muttered 
:1nd he has accused me of cooking results. 
(This reply elicited no little surprise for 
Ettie's culina•·y operations had heretofore 
been couducted with grent success.) "This 
insult shall be revenged. The stain upon 
my chnracte1· shall be washed out in blood." 
" Here Bl us tie," turn i ug to Tl1io lllustl:unp, 
'· take this challenge to the base scnndulizer 
and tell him that 1 desire to meet him at 
once on any grounds with any weapo ns." 

Bln.stie dubiously took the cballcugc and 
depa1ted to the balance room on bis 
mil;sion. 

\Vhilc he was gone we learned more par
ticularly of the affnir. "You see," said 
Effie, " 1 leut him my crucible nod after be 
had weighed it be lookt!il at my weight and 
found it nearly a graw tllld a quarter !Short. 
Upon my attributing this discrepancy to a 
borrowed fonntain pen, be sneered, and 
called me a member of the bar." 

Just then Blastlamp returned with an ac
ceptance of the challenge which named 
wash hottles as the weapons and ten feet as 
the distance. 

Polymeric soon came iu o.ud after taking 
n draught of distillerl w:1ter to reinforce tbeit· 
energies the comh~1tants took tbeir posi
tions. 

At a signal from the seconds the duel 
commenced. 

Eflle inflated his checks for a. destructive 
volley whcu his weapon hurst deluging him 
\Yitb water not a. d rop of which reached his 
antagonist. B e immediately grasped the 
s ituation and howled in a stentor·ian voice : 
"The execrable wretch ! the insidious vil
liau! He bas sealed my wash bottle ." 

• 
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In the meantime Polymeric was deluging 
Eflie from bead to foot with a stream of 
HN01u for bE' had in the excite ment !:l<'iZl'd 
tbe wrong wash bottle. Ellie howled wiLh 
pain as his c lothes began to smoke and fall 
from his body; his secouds quickly lifted 
him into the sink and turned on the wult• t·. 
Just then the steps of the Prof. wcr·e hear1l 
approaching. The hroken glas was whisked 
out of tbe way, a few o ld towels phlced 
over Ellie and e,•ery chemist bietl to his 
desk as if nothing bad occurred. 

GERMAN AGAIN. 

A•• AJ•IM'Jal tor the InCrodneUon of' ~C'It'nllllt• 
GerutAn .. 

In the J t\ouary number· of the W I' I a 
well written article nppet~.rcd, which WtlS 

signed by Mr. Goodell of '88. Its ohject 
was to impress upon the s tndents, especially 
the mechanics and ch·il , the importance of 
keeping in pace with foreign scientific works 
as tbey appeared, and to cultiv:\tc a habit 
for referTing to them iu the discussion of 
scientific problems . 

Now, in my estimation, 1\fr. (~ooclcll has 
the right idea, and his letter 1 hope bas 
received careful attention from tbe stu<l1·nts . 
.As a student in the Department of Chem
istry, it is my d esire to continue this theme 
a little further , and inquire just how the 
Tech student of to-day is being preptll'ed 
for the easy and intellig<.'nt pel'llsal of 
foreign periodicals. It is not my intention 
to cl'iticise tbe course in German ns it is 
now conducted, as far more capable minds 
than ours have pla.nn.ecl it as they deemed 
best. But who can more thoroughly realize 
the heuefits, o r· is better able to see wiJere 
impro vements could be m ade, than a 
s tudent who has purs ued t ue cours<.· in 
German and who is now applying it lo 
technical work? German is taught to hen
clit tue s tudent and not to gratify tbc in
structor ; nod if a s tudent can see that he 
would be more ~neatly benefited by a 
s lightly different n1e tbod o f instructiou, 
then I clnim he sbould at leas t be allowed 
to offer a s uggestion. 

The elementary work in the Junior yc::tt' 
is indispensable, and cannot be improved 
upon. The translations from the g r·eat 
German writers nrc both instrnctive and in
teresting; but why devote all ow· time iu 

tbe class-room to the readin~ of clas ical 
German. P erhaps nftcr we graduate our 
vocabulary o f c lnssical llflm<.'~ will grant liS 
hours of plcns nrc, as we peruse such works. 
" ' hnt we want is 1111 acq u:lintance "rith 
technical words, so when we nre to nwke 
abstracts of German books in chcmistrv. 
we rna v be ahle to rrad without constai1t 
use of ·the di1·tiounry. Tbe first time tl 1c:> 
stndent is ns igncd to trans late D ie Bet/in 
fJPdchle, or ZeitsrluU? plr .·I nnlyti.'f''"" 
Q/i1 mie. Or Zl'i[!lf'/Lt'l)l .Jii 1' ~111[/Pil'U tlf1fl' 
ChemiP, etc. , he is a ppallecl hy tbe new 
words which he cn('ounters; and in or<l<'l' to 
mt<lcrstan!l what he is rending he nnt~>t 
commence all over ngnin a.u<l muster :111 

ent irely new Yocalmltu·y. Is this time 
p1·ofitably spent ? 'Vould it not be hettl.•t· 
to d el'ote more t ime in the 1:\ttel" half of 
the J nnior year nnli the Middle year to in
s truction in this line? A unnnimons YOiN• 
from the chemists answers, yes ! 

'With ·och ex('ellent sources of reference 
as we now btwe access to, ::tnd our efUcicnt 
corps of ins trnctors, it docs seem that at 
least two hour~:~ a week might l•e pr·ofilnhly 
devoted to the rending of T ec..:hnical C: cr
man, and T am sure that in the cod the 
student will feel thnt llis knowledge of 
German is snch that it is doi ng him a gre:1L 
deal of good. 

- ·-
OUR IMPROVEMENTS. 

The.' ln• U tott' t;ron•fl• co Nnrpa!>!l an,Y In lhfl 
Stat~. 

Once more the T ech bas thro wn off iLs 
old mantle and taken on a new <lloak . 'l'hl' 
improvements made lust summer bud but 
just presented themsel vcs iu their full glory 1 

when now we see stiU others. These latter 
are, perl.Japs, not as important and expen
sive as the first, but t hey arc more super
ficial 311d consequently recog nized ruon· 
<JUickly and by more people. 

The grouncls surround ing tht' school h:t\'(' 

alwuys been fairl y kept op, but thl· south 
end was rather rough and in a comp:lra
tively primitive state nntil thi r; t.priog when 
the city took bold of its part of the mnch 
needed work. The olcl J o Bill Roud has 
assumed its more dignified title of lnstitnt<' 
Road and has b een extended ueyood Boyn
ton treet around the knoll at the south of 
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Boynton Hall. This alldition cons ists of a 
n•ry g rn<·cful cun•e Ot' rather series of 
ctlr\"<' oround to \Ve~t trE'et. The hill lln 
been smoothed O\'Ct' aud ll•n• IINl off. the 
stone wall taken down, the tr('CS tritllm(>d, 
:1ml prcscnls a very plensing picltu·e wltich 
the Preps ought to skctcl.t wl.teu they nrc set 
free this :opring. 

I n ~titut" Road is not th t:> only scene of 
iwprO\'('ment, howe>er. ·w est Stret•t has 
a lso rCCl'i n:~cl considerable ntlt•ntion nod the 
~->ehool grounds on this s ide b:wc also been 
cleared up and greatly impro,·ed. 

With thf'se improvements it seems tlS if 
the good work begun a year ago was accom
plished. There ·is one place, b(JWl' \'1'1', wbit·h 
ought to recch·e attention ; it is not u great 
thing hut yet is somew bat impt·cssh·e. W e 
refct· t<Y the space immediately h<'hiud the 
s hop, which seems to be a trap for a lmost 
every kind of ruhbish. Almost all shops 
ba,·e similar depos itories, and, perhnp , they 
nrc occ<'s ary to a thri\·ing bnsiness con
cern, lmt Lhts h:udly seems possible. If 
this place were kept clean nud free from 
refuse there would be no s pot ou the Ins ti
tute g rounds to disturb the eye . 

OVER THE HILLS. 

At thcit· lnst meeting the athletic direc
t.ors voted t.o hold two bare niHl hound nms 
aml oue c•·oss-country run this spring: The 
firs t two will be held ou the two nturdays 
following Yncntion and the cross-country 
run oo May third, just a y('nr from the 
eight-mil<· run which the Cbathams held las t 
spring, nnct in whicu two of the T ech team 
won first and t hird prizes . This last run 
will be.> a ltnn<licap, open to all the classes . 
Sevrrnl dark uorses are expected to s how up 
then , who witb their five Ot' s ix minute 
hnn<licaps will cany off thl' prizes. Four 
prizes are otTer(>(\ a.nd the fi~t will probably 
b<' a pair of running shoes, a most appro
priate prize just before Fi<'lrl Day. Jt is 
whispered thnt the shoes woo that day will 
be '·mascotizerl" and the winner will never 
lose a m cc wbih: wearing them. 

F or the llene fi t of any timid ones, who 
may think it injurious to their ht>altb to 
e nter these runs, he it said thut t he Athletic 
Committee of the Faculty ba,•e been con
sulted and they sanction t ltese runs as a 
me:ms of trnioiug for the F ield On.y. No 
" certificate " will be necessary for the prac-

tice runs . The d istance will he between 8 
and J 0 miles, n<',·er over 10, and the pace 
will be s low in tbc first two . l n the lnst 
somebody will have to'' hump himself. " 

During the mns ln.st year t he monotony 
was often broken by a yell from HOm e one 
ahead who had cl i co,·e rcd l\1 other E n r th of 
about the cous is tenr·y n f molasse::>, or when 
some ambitious hound tried a water lea p 
nnd mis Nl councctious. 

By the way , p ractice barldog before runs 
and e,·cry time you ee a little piece or 
paper set up a genuine ltowl. Eve rybOtly 
get no old pair of punts :md tell your lanu
larly you 'll shovel hf'r s idewalk the rest o f 
the year if she will amputate them at the 
knee. The Preps will be permitted to wear 
ovcmUs. 

NINETY-THREE'S BASE BALL. 

T be Preps are "''idently very modest and 
retiring. especially when asked about their 
ability and wiUingoess to engage in ath
letics and hase h:tll, hut encb one is very 
willing to give a fu ll and Uatteriug account 
of the quruificntioos of his neighbor. 

Base ball see ms to be in high favor with 
the c lass and some o f its members have 
played upon nin es in the schools whence 
they cam<' and luwc good records. F or 
pitcber and catcher· tbe "paralyzers" nrc not 
yet in good for·m, hut som!' may he brought 
out if tbe meu are carefully groo med. K (•!
Icy appears to he the one to wltom all look 
as a good man in thl' box, hut he ha not 
been pmcticing for some time. Fl <' tChPt' 
used to puzY.lc tbe batters out o n tltc 
prairies and nltboug h his recollections of 
W entworth's nrcs tu·e fresber than his 
"drop" and ·' inshoot," if the fnt('S cun 
consider lbal tb"Y ha,·c flone s ullicient 
drenching and <·ontlescen<l to sene\ a Iilli<' 
good weather, cart• in practice may find 
that th l~ pitchers of '!):J ";11 do tbPir work 
inn manner tbnt will s urprise some of the 
most respected of the higher classes. 

If Kelley nn<l Fh•tchcr saw their lingc·rs 
olf or contmct lock-jnw by toot'tis iog out Lht> 
inside of their han<ls , Jots mort' can twi rl 
the horsP-bidt• if tH'Nl be. They nrc Stone, 
Hammond, T ntmun t1 ncl Phillips. t\ \'('ry 
promis ing cn.tcbct· is l\1. F. Goodrich . Judg
ing f rom the manner that he stood up be
fore one of '92's mzzl e-dazzlers, it i safe 
to say that the pitcher, whoever he is to be, 
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will find good support; and no f ear Med be 
felt nJJout thnt part of the nine . BP.sidPs 
Goodrich, Strong n.ud Rawson seem to be 
the only ones tbat will let it be knowu Ut:tt 
they were e\'Cr inside of a mask n.ucl pni•· of 
gloves. Thf' outlielders {tr<' car('fnJ players 
ttnd c:m easily t::tke care of their pn.rt of 
the game. They are Hammond, Phillips, 
Coughlin n.nd Uawson. So f:l.r lbe buz;r, 
planer has Llatl quite a deal to do with the 
effectiYeues of the fir t baseman, bnt if n. 
railing is put around that machine so th:1t 
Derby cannot stick his fingers into it when it 
is going. the first base will be well covered. 
With Tatmau for third base, Btrong fol' 
second base Gr·eeowood keeping guard of 
tbe ground between second and third, and 
Starbuck as a good all around substitute, a 
team ought to be pulled together thut. will 
make a good showing in the class game . 
No assumptions whatever of an exalting n:t
ture n.re made; on the contrary, most of 
the men seem to be afraid of the migltty 
ones of the oldel' classes who walk around 
talking of '· descl'ipt" and '' calc." That 
is all wrong, pitch right in aud don't be 
afraid. 'What if you are defeated? Othe1· 
Prep classes have failed from no fault or 
theirs, as runny more will fail . P ossibly 
you will Yaoq u ish ne~'t year's aml tile two 
following years' classes. Try at any rate; 
·• nothing Yenture, uotb_ing gain." 

[No·n ; r.Y Ko. Unlimited space in the 
W P J is giYen every year to the P rep class 
for the prcsenbttion or its base ball 
"colossi ." Experience bas shown that llie 
crushing defeats given the upper cJassJuen 
at that t ime on paper help much to heal 
their so:rrows whC'n the time is r ipe for no 
actun.l encounter later in the season.] 

SPOILING THEJR APPEARANCE. 

Boolol Made (]naUra«!Un• b y l"n•IJrhUy ()•n'e n 
nod J,abeiJt. 

System is a good thing in th<• 1•ight plncc, 
ancl there is hanlly a place wb.icb does not 
need it; but we believe there is such a 
thing as cal'rying it too f1u·, as, fo1 instance, 
in cataloguing the library books. It is a 
grand , goou thing to have a. complete cata
logue and to have a place for every book 
~IJld to have eYery book in its place ; yet is 

it the wise thing to cover the books with 
black paper ~nd pas te a white tag on their 
backs? Books arc, or oug ht lo be, for use, 
and we hclievc that a book iu ils natural 
lJi lliliog will he far more attra.ctiv~ to tbe 
tudC'ut than onE• dressed in mouming. The 

Institute is not mere! v nn ins titution for 
leaming , but tl. place to ~createt in the young 
p(•ople thc•·e, a desire for leamiug and re
searciJ, a likiog for the stntly of those 
things which are before them ; nod in no 
way can this be better :lt'COmplished than 
by the aid of well-filled, attractive libmry 
shelvC's. 

The additions in books arc ,·cry accept
able and bave been much needed. We 
have now a good start in tbe line of a 
library, hut only a. st.'l.rt; we shall need 
very many additions from tirnt' to time, and 
buodr('ds of books might well be placed 
upon our shelves now. 

W e were sorry to see the long and narrow 
pieces of white paper pasted on to tbe 
backs of so many books. l t seems to dis
figure them terribly and appears not to be 
needed. W e call to mind the instance of 
the High Sclwol where probably ten times 
tl.s many books arc usC'd d:tily, and there is 
not a book labelecl Ot' covered to our know
ledge, and there is scarcely any trouble in 
finding the required book. E:1.eh hook 
should have a place and if it does it will, 
as a general tiling, he put bnck where it was 
found, aftel' reading. To be sore a book 
may stray a few inches from its accustomed 
place, but if it is in its naturn.l binding it 
is easily found, wherca if cove•·ed with 
dark paper it i very hard to get sigbt of. 
W e are g lad to notice iu this connection 
that the encyclopredias n.nd a few of the 
lentbcr-bound volumes have escaped the 
white hlbcls. 

Anotbcr very good illcn. is thnt of pasting 
tbe uames of the ' 'arious magazines oppo
site their respective places upon the table. 
Valunble additions have heeu made in this 
line, especially in the departments of 
Chemistry and Physics. 

A new set of German books bas been 
placed npon the shelves of the Physical 
library recently. 

As they take me higher and higher, 
Results lead me to say, 

How much I might n.;quirc 
If they 'd shove me less each day ! 
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THE PREPS. 

w.a& &laey laaYe laeea • • ••• - • w laai th•y .... ....... ..... 
All the "stick" wo1·k bas been completed 

for some time and now most of the Preps 
are busy at work upon the pattern course. 
Some have finished nearly all the patterns, 
but Mr. Badger intends to add at least one 
more piece to the list. After these are 
finished each student is to make a door for 
his tool cupboard . Two drawing cases are 
to be made for C. H. Morgan, and this job 
bas been assigned to tbe Preps. Mr. Bndgea· 
bad a number of boys plane off a lot of 
black walnut just bt!fore vacation . This is 
to be used for book-sbel ves, as one is to be 
made by each member . If time is left the 
class will build several roller-top desks. Oak 
bas been chosen as the material. 

Now, '93, don't let the previous classes 
outdo you. Some very creditable woa·k bas 
been done in the past, but you can do as 
well if you only try. Another thing that 
ought to please some of the members of the 
class, is that most of you will be pet·mittecl 
to work for yourselves, provided you pay 
for the use of the machines and tools and 
the cost price of tbe lumber used. Wl1at 
better time is there than now to makt! some 
l~ting and useful souvenir of your T ech 
la f~? How about a desk on which you can 
grmd out your geometry next year and write 
your class poem during the winter of '92 
~nd '93. If the picture of your class is sat
Isfactory, bow appropriate it would be to 
make a neat frame for it, so it will not be 
lost in a year or two, and in later days you 
will be around kicking yourselves for not 
bavin~ more ambition in your infancy. 
Now IS the time. Don't miss it, for it has 
no reversing gear, and once run through it 
is gone for good. 

THE SHOP. 

L1Ye(7 &l - e a &h ere w laUe t1ae _ _ , e r • -• wel't'l 

·~•71 ... ••r v_.uoa. 

While spiders were spinning their webs 
in the corridors and recitation rooms of 
Boynton and in a large portion of the Lab
oratories, tbe shop had the rush of a aun 
shop in war time. Yes, business is b~m
ing, with lots of orders to be filled. As a 

rule orders come in just as fast as the goods 
arc shipped. 

The number of twist drill gl'inders that 
are orden•d and the way tbe orders come in 
s how that thnt mach ine is in areat favor 
with the machinists of the country, and at 
present the orders n,re f:u· in advnoce of tbe 
facilities of production. 

The emery wheel trner for the Norton 
Emery 'Vheel Co. ht~S been furuisbed, much 
t() the satisfaction of those concerned. 

Prof. Alden is having built an exhaust 
valve for his engine at the Laboratories. 
Tbe work upon the two lathes t hat the 'en
iors at·e building is progressing somewhat 
slowly, but Mr. Walls has no doubt that 
they will be finished before commencement. 

Up stairs in t he wood room, wOL·k is by 
no means lacking. A full set of Willis 
~pp~ratu~ for e_xperiments iu weights and 
hfts IS bemg bualt for Cornell University. 

Elevator cars appear as quickly as mush
rooms and disappear almost as suddenly. 
One of the largest elevators ever built at 
tlle Washburn Shops is IJeing constructed 
foa· Sawyer & Chase, caiTiage makers, of 
Lynn, l\lnss. The car is to be 18 feet 6 
inches long by 9 feet 6 inches wide. An
other large freight elevator is for Charles 
Kimball, of Providence, R . I. This will be 
16 feet long. Besides these, cars for Tit us 
& Buckly, Lynn, 1\rnss., 1>. Wilcox, Prov
idence, R. I., o.nd one for the Hope Build
ing, Providence, arc being built. 

The demand for drawing-tabl<'S is a lively 
as ever; eight or ten unfilled orders are on 
the spindle. 

Many of the students profited by the 
chance this vacation gives them to make up 
their extn1. practice. The majol'ity of the 
workers are Jnnioa·s, and they seemed su
premely happy as they sat beside an indus
trious lathe, eating an apple ot· whistling, 
and did not appear even to notice the boys 
that were out playing ball in the field across 
the road. 

-----------------CAMERA CLUB NOTES. 

It was suggested at a recent meeting of 
the Tech Camera Club that it would not be 
a bad idea to have a lantern slide exhibit at 
the Laboratories in the c,·ening before the 
intercollegiate sports. If some arrt~.nge
ment could be made with the Tech Banjo 
Club, a pleasant evening's entertainment 

•• 
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would doubtless be the result. This would 
be a fine opportunity to light up the entire 
building and ask the professors to assist in 
a general reception. 

As the last exhibition of photographs 
proved so success ful , it hns been thought 
best to have a similar exhibition in June. 
Prizes will be offered, and a much larger 
and more interesting exhibit is expected. 

TIJe members of tbe club have been at 
work with their cameras a,nd some soul
stining pictuTes are the result. Rawson, 
'93 , has a picture of the Preps, aud Tmcy 
bas one of the Junior mechanics. Besides 
these there are numerous tlasb light. pic
tures noel a score or more new views of the 
T ech, which, by the way, has had to crawl 
tlll·ough the muzzle of a camera a good 
many times since the completion of the 
new buildings. 

A STUDENT'S VI EW S. 

JJfr. E di;to1·: 
For the past few mouths the conduct of 

stLHlcnts in the Free Draw ing room bas been 
almost ~wything but wbat it should be. 
Tbere are a few men in evet·y division who 
go th~re simply to have u good time at the 
expense of every one else wbo has any 
desire to do good work. These meu cany 
tbiugs to such extremes thttt the Professor 
is abl e to do but little instructing. Ile bas 
to staml and watch cootionnlly to see who 
it is that causes these disttlrbances, and he 
says himself that he can do uollling under 
such circumstances, that the boys might 
just as well stay n.t home so fat· as material 
beuefit is concemed. 'When it comes to 
such a pass that a man, on raising his hand, 
is told tbut l•e must wait till some other 
time, tbtlt the Professor woolcl be glad to 
help him if he could relax his vigilance 
loug enou.gh, then I think it ia time for the 
diligent men to deuu.tutl tbat the distlll bing 
element be sn1Jpressed. We all knO\V that 
the P1·ofessor's nerves are sometimes easily 
jarred, but boys, he is older tban you are 
and may be laboring under difficulties which 
you do not understand ot· realize. At least 
bis intentions are worthy the respect of 
every student. 

Where will you find o. P1·ofessor more 
obliging or willing to give any assistance 
that is required? 

You ma.y say-well free drawing amounts 
to nothing, time thrown away, etc., but I 
haven't the space here to at·gue the pros 
and cons ; of one tbiog I am sure, an«i I 
think you will agree with me, the man who 
spends bis time drawing with the intention 
of making somelltiog tllat be will prize in 
tbe fottue, never, i.n years to come, will 
begrudge the time thus spent. 

BALLAD OF " Y E TATTOOED 
DORG." 

'Twas on the 26th of March, just spent , 
A well fed , well l>rt:d dorg did visit school; 

He W <\:1 <\ gamey beast, with self content; 
His tail alone would bring teo cents the spool. 

His glossy coat, his ragged jaw's extent 
Besp•1ke a canine reureo..l In luxury's couch. 

He would not give his name nor his descent, 
But only said " you see, I am no slouch." 

The office first he sought, as If his eyes 
Were bent on tuk.ing In our finest sight. 

He made his bow, excla1mell, " Ah there, my 
s ize?" 

But at the kind "Good mornl.ng " turned in 
fiight. 

'Twixt you and me he showed that be was wl~e. 
Thus to escape a "chin" on " rocks," pcr

cblmce-
All out of breath, in " Gl11ddy's " room be :sighs 

'' The cont. dou' tmo.kc the dog- It Is the pants/" 

A.lus, be jumlled from stew-pan Into tire, 
When he did seek no office call to cot-

A den of fiends with uo ambition higher-
Of a most cruel joke he was the butt. 

Soon was the purp surrounded by a mob, 
Who heeded not the instructor's warning cry, 

But tattooed ou his back wltb lnky swab, 
This most artistic legend " W. P. I." 

Ob, vicious boys, to fresco thus a thing, 
That erstwhile sought a "doctoring" to evade. 

And then to take b1m into choir to slog I 
Methlnks that boys fo)r better things were 

1nade. 
BuL rcscne came,-the dog, too fat. to ron, 

Was so completely stunned by singing tough, 
'rhey dragged him out to bleach beoeatb the soo , 

And nt last accounts he was seen ambling 
sadly borne in the soughing night by the 
hack way to avoid the crowd and ot tbe 
Tech be says he's bad enough. 
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TECHNICALITIES. 

'91 bat the bat. 
'!JO lltlS settled her account with the pttper 

and i 011 ~\ but. 
The Preps bad on their class colors 

1\lan;h 17. 
Lh-ely games o f scrub CYI.'r_y noon. No 

certificates required for pmcticc games. 
H is said that. the "8. B." in the new 

catalogue refers to n degree of the order of 
Smith Bros. 

Tuformation. " W e uou't generally want 
to get all the c:wboo out of this iron because 
we-er- we-er-can't.." 

A notice recently left on a door nt the 
Laboratories :-"Set up the Eden meyer bath 
uod put on my whiskey.'' 

The Preps think it would be a pious 
scheme if they were taken every afternoon 
to see how a fou ndry looks. 

TIJcre was no room for the Junior chem
ists this vacation ; they must wait for sum
mer to mt\ke up their practice. 

There is great activity jo t now at the 
Laboratory, collecting cotns-chielly of the 
one cent variety. 

The Junior mechanics are now in the 
Chemical Laboratory realizing what they 
paid their fees for last tcrrn . 

J>I1Y8 1CAL EXAMI NATlONS. 

Boys' s ize, uO cts. 
1\Ien's s ize, $3.00 ::mel upwards. 

'Ve arc glt.Ld to see t.!Jat Pierce, '90, bas 
so r~u· recovered from Llis sevea·e illuess as 
to be able to continue his work. 

Oue would think tll ~Lt the wood-room bad 
resolved itself into a n o•·gan aliop if o ne 
~:~houkl enter it suddeuly wltcu the foreman 
is out of the room. 

Div ision C of the Juniors, after a varied 
course in mathematics, ba \ 'C now rPtu•·neLI 
to algebra and geometry, while the Me
chuojcs are stmggliog with analyt. 

Practice for the Juniors in the Physical 
Labomtory has been resumed after a long 
time, one-half of t he division going into the 
Laboratory while tbe other ha a ·'quiz." 

Prep wants to know if pitching peonies 
is gambling. W e should say decidedly so, 
and is very naughty unless you koow bow 
to pitch a winning game. 

What was tbe cause o f .J. C.'s biccougbs 
in the German recit..'l.tion the other day, 
cider or what? lt may htwe been a little 
"what." 

Base ball is booUiing. '92 has bought 
supplies and had a game set for 1\Iarcb 29, 
which would bavc been pl:lycd but for the 
weather. 

The Preps are doiug lots of s inging lately . 
Perhaps they intend to gi v<' a concert tbe 
night of the field sports. 

Tl.te Seniors b::n'e notioc<l in tbei•· electri
cal practice that "sparking" is a loss of 
energy. W ell, we thought it wasn't t he 
lenten season that caused one or two of 
them to give their b('st girls t he " rnzzle." 

Bruce np, some of you athletes. It is 
time to put on the ho.rness in earnest, and 
keep it there until a(ter May. We may not 
win the pennant, hut we can get up the 
livlicst kind of a hustle for a place. 

When you enter the Salis bury Laborato
ries and bear ~L weird uoistl like that o f de
parted souls in pnio, do not think it is 
haunted ; it is only the electric motor in the 
workshop. 

With base-ball assessments nod the like, 
the boys are now wishing that the class 
treasurer were in the cooperative catalogue j 
a. discount o f ten per cent. would be quite 
an item. 

The spring migmtion o f birds bus begun 
and all varieties of ducks , huzzurds, crows, 
cuckoos, ~tnd "cb i ppies" are warned to pnss 
qu ietly by Boynton Hall while the tnonito•·s 
are getting tbei •· Sunday-school lessons. 

The chem ists ought to be excluded from 
the phys icul cxamitn\ tions . Anyhotly Cftpa.
ble o f carrying bis bocly fro m Boynton 
Street to the top Uoor of the Laborntories, 
is strong enoug !J to enter a half-hour tug. 

'\Ve are very much n.frai<l that cPrt:\in of 
t he professors will get into serious scraps 
with certain othca· p rofessors if they are not 
more careful to dismiss tbe divisions o n 
time, instead of making them five or ten 
minutes late to their next recitation. 

Senior chemists were lately seen with the 
most beautifully frescoed hands, shading 
from pale yellow in the palm to dark ~cru 
on the edg~ and outlined on the fingers with 
a deep fringe of red , giving a. very tasty 
display of color . 
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Llttstings, formerly of '91, was seen on 
the st•·eets of W orcestcr during vacation by 
a W PI reporter. Ile was not a loue,-the 
reporter was bashful, nuu COOI:iequently 
notlliug was lettrned except that the ex
president s till lives a happy life. 

\Vhnt is there on the lower floor of the 
Sali bury Laboratories that produces ucb a 
vile odor ? Yivisection going on, or h:tve 
the chemists all of lnet yen.r's sewnge for 
analysis? If it is the latter, let them hun·y 
up about it. lf tile former-look out fo•· 
the T <.leg1'<un mao. 

What a pity tlw.t the handsome clock pre
sented by 0 . l\1 . Dye•· could uot •·cmain in 
the Library where it wns first set up. It 
was probably thought that the "Lo ud Con
versation" mentioned iu the inscl'iptiou 
nhove toe place woultl tl•·own its cathedral 
chime. 

Two consecuth·e hoUJ·s of mathematics 
would he dull work under any in tructor. 
no matter how agreeable . Divis ion C, 
,Juuiors, through the kindness of Prof. 
E aton, now bave an informal d iscussion of 
tiJe subject during one hour, thus passing 
the time most pleasantly. 

Tbe Junior ci,·ils had out-doo•· practice 
for the first time on the 24th of 1\lnrcb. 1t 
was ttmos ing, to say the least, to bear one 
of them instructing J>1·of. White io the 
m<'thod of setting up n. tran it, te lling him 
to " L et go o f thu.t , you' ll knock it ~Li l off," 
witlloul even looking up to see to whom he 
was t~tlking. 

A Mi<l<lle r recently told bis laudludy that 
he thought the chicken which was sen •ed 
for dinner wn.s old enougll to know bE-tter 
than to appear on the table. The good 
lady was inclined to be ,·icious, but remem
lle•·ed lbt- !Jill thn.t wn.s owing her, a nd so 
forc<'d n. smile, along wi th tbe neck of the 
uiru upon the young mao. 

The remo,·ul of Prof. \\' Lite's family to 
his new bouse at Adams Square lias t;kcu 
n.wn,y the te mptation to th row Ganot's Phys
ics ut bis hens . lf his chnoge o f residence 
had taken place a year ago, the pr~ocious 
1\1 iddler, who spanked llis small hoy under 
the impression that he was only an ordinnry 
youth, migllt s till be in school. 

The last snow s torm of the season offered 
a fine opportunity to do the meteor act down 
the perpendicular paths nboot the school. 

The tre<'S still bear the mn.rks of the ::wa.
Jancbe of boys, dogs . chumps and professo•·s 
that hu rled itself over the urink uud wouod 
itself ahout the trees ut the bottom, a the 
mighty oak eutwiucs itself about the tentle•· 
vi ue. 

That li ttle piec.e of oap in the basement 
has dep:utNl. Jt will be sadly missed, for 
bs dint of rolliug on the floor and pounding 
on the wall , it bad become so eh:trged with 
sand aml other extmneou mutter that it, 
111:tde itsel f felt. Home philanthropic iudi
vidu:otl plc~Lse bring another; Wl' will swipe 
n Prep towel and ngnin bnve n fuU equip
ment. 

A T ech coming up llighl:md t. the otiH! J' 
day after the ice storm " ·a.,q :1ccost.ed by ~\ 
~:nmlll boy with the questiOn, " \n1y don't 
yon set that c lock going?" 

Now the fact is, the old c lock has been 
goiug pretty well fur scvet·al Jnonlhs, hut 
like some of the other rt-guJator~ of the In
s titute it gets " done up" once in a while. 
\Vc C!lll only say, as we h:wc often s::ti1l 
before, "C:ive it a rest." 

There has been sou1c tflH.'btion nmoog the 
Senior Chemists as to which o f tbrir unm
ber is the best analytical c l•emist. To 
S{•ttle the question among thcm t>clves, tlwy 
deciJctl :l few (,)nys since to l:tke :t \'Ott' on 
tlw matte•·· Tbe · re ni L of the ballot wa:J 
Lbat H. E. Austin i!:! tlw ma n, lw rcct>i\'ing 
s ix of <'igJ. L ,·otcs ctu~t. W1• coug r:ltul:l.tl' 
Mr. Austin ou thus h <• ing the choice of lib 
clussmntca. 

H was funny to !!t'C the P reps come 
marching into chapel 0 11 the 1 Hb of last 
month wit.h such ludicrous expressions o u 
their faces, for wbicl• there was uo a.pparc.'nt. 
J'('USun. Jt WU"> :lftt•nV~Lrd lt>arncd that they 
cxpcct<>d to uring tlown the lloust• with 
some little pieces of g reen dhl1ou to which 
Nl<'h OLH' h:tcl t ied hilnself. Bu t. it was nil 
lol>L; the gcueml v<•rcl:tnl :tppc:unuc<• \\us 
uol to be :tdtled to in this trilling manut-r. 

Tbe th<'o•·y that it tak<>s as long to put on 
the "finishing t.onch" a.s to make the entire 
structm e has l>eeo well illustrateu io the n •
p:ti ring of t he sbop cbimucy. It certai nly 
ooul<l not buve taken much longer to l.mil<l 
the whole shop than it did lo ndtl about two 
feet of new c llimney. \Vould it not be tL 

better example for s tmleot::. to follow if 
such " odd jobs" were done promptly nntl 
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without delay as would be required by any Barnes was to Mt only during the Juniors' 
enterprising business firm ? pructice week, when Prof. White would be 

W e notic<'d one of our ingeniou :\lid- left again to attend to every little detail 
tilers busily at work insi1le the clcYntor at concerning each of his comparatively large 
the top of the 'alisbut·y Laboratories classes. 
recently and on iuYestigation fountl that be A certain Midtlicr wllo thinks be knows a 
·was fastening one end of n tape meusnre little something about Sanitary Engineer
tbet·e. He wns pm<:ticing Physics null )lad ing. suggests that it would be a wise idea to 
the problem b<'fore him to fi nd by means of h:we the su pply of watet· iu Lbe extreme 
an Aneroid Barometer, the distance the west end of the sbop considerably increased. 
clc \·ator goes. ll <' evidently tl.Jought that P erllaps those high in authority nt the shop 
l'lll ordinary tape was a much better instm- are not fu lly u ware of the fact that a few 
mcnt to ttse iu such a <.:nsc, and it appar- more gallons of water per day from our 
ently was, for he got excellent results. ltigh pressure service, would, if properly 

At last a nsc hns he eo found for the pic- cli.stributed , well re pa.y the Institute for the 
turesque little cle<.:trienl house at the foot additional dollar or two per year which the 
of the bill. As the s ummer days approach, water commissioners of \Vorcest<' t' would 
tbose taking free ltaml dmwing begin to probably deem it their duty to demao<l. 
wonder how long it will he before the out- I s it not about t illle that we bec·otne bet
of-door sket<:I.Jiug lessons will begin so they ter aequaintetl with our neigbbot·s up nt the 
can take n little mid-day unp while Prof. Cadet School ? To be s ut·c we don't appear 
Glauwin is teaching tlte rest of the class so well when ou dt·esl:l parade and we can't 
bow to recognize the fine points in a stone look so all-fired stuck on om·seh·es but we 
wall or a stump. Until now wooden blocks would like to be friends nod be im·ited up 
have tnken the place of houses ami trees, to see you shoot you r toy " peepers., In 
but henceforth all students are advised to return we agree to sltow you John Hm ley, 
look with ~L critical eye at the electrical Charlie tonccutter and tl.te rest of the 
building, as that is said to be one of the Faculty, to say notbiog of t he lively bouts 
first of our out-door attempts. that we could t\rrange between you and the 

Much l.Jas already been said in regard to Pt·epl:l,-tbree "sojers'' to one Prep. Seri
Prof. Wbi t<''h ut·cluous labors an1l his press- ously l\Ir. Cadet, we would like to make 
iog need of un ussistt\llt. One of our your :J.Cquaintnnce. W e acknowledge that 
scribe thought tbc hill was filled one mom- you can cut us out on Main Street but we 
iug during the ,·acation as he saw a fot·mer think we can s wipe you at hnsc-ball on 
Tech student instructing t hree half-frozen Dewey's field. ·we await an invitation to 
civils in their practice. Tho li ttle delusion I tackle you at anylb iog from pitching pen
was dispelled on inquiry, however, for Mr. nics ton geneml athletic contest. 

PINKHAM & WILLIS, 

355 M ain, corner F oster Street, 

-w-ORCESTER, ~ASS. 
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p_ L. RIDER, BICYCLES AND TRICYCLES. 
336 Main Street, ODDOsite Burnside Building. 

(COATS, 
B oots and Shoes, 
::EiATS:J 
G L O V E S , 
Mechanical Goods, 
Everythi ng. 

MACKINTOSHES. 
FRED. W. WELLINGTON & CO., 

W holesale and Ht•1nil Dealers in 

COAL 
GE11o"ERAI. O~'FICE. 

416 MAIN ST., • WORCESTER, MASS. 
Branch om.ce I 600 MAIN STREET. 

CoAL POOKJCTS, 

N"OR V\TIC:E:,. 
JlF.TAIL YARD, 

CO..N"N"_ 

GENTS' LADIES' 
~e .. llall. . r.,.c-ho. 

t • .. yrh o . . Bantb~er. 
Nlna.- r . ~ .. ln. 

s .. tn. Rhal . 
Bambh•r. Ko•· .. r . 

RIO'n l . a .... c ..... 
Rn,·e r . . l'ltlntr~r. 

lluo•ton. l.allle-: \ow lt! tbe tiluc 111 
'J'I'(•nuuat. l.c:lrn Ill llhle. 

.BotUon , Tr('nto nt nnd LIUh • Ulant for 
Uoy" a.nd Girl ... 

.\ Lrulr l'()II•Uuatl) In :tLlen.!ance. II'"'"" UJ~Il 1!\enln:.h. 

L. M. ALEXANDER, 
IIlii ,t: Tolru:UJ" flltl 'iL:tnol, 

H all 's Block, 195 Front Street. 

J . C. ' VHITE, 
DEALER lN 

M)TH EM)TICAL I NSTRUME~TS 
And Artist Materials. 

Also, Full Linu or 

Paints, Oils, Glass and Varnishes. 
SontbbridR;e, c. Hammond St.: Worcester: Mass. t2 ·Pearl Street, Opp. Po t omce. 

BIGELOW & LONGLlt Y, 
384 and 388 Main, cor. Elm S t. 

CUSTOM AND READY-MADE CLOTHING 
OF HIGH QUALITY AND PERFECT STYLE. 

These arc tbe duys when one Ullht makr n chmll{e lu his cloLbin~, h~ylug otr the heavy wu·ment~ or Winter·, 
and putting in their place tho li~rhter weighL und lighter colort>d ).(llrmcnts liUiluble tor tlw milut•r· l'<'a~on now 
upon us. ltighl here, where you have !onnu the BENT GOODS yc:n· In :md year out, you will find now 
a mngniticent line of 

SFRIN""G OVERCOATS, 
That w~ reully belle\·~ to llc unequttlled in Wor·c.~et.er. They come in • cotch Cheviot.~. ~f••lton~, Wide Watr , 

L1gllt and Med•um Colort-tl Wor.,ted,, and J\I'M!Cys, all :trc thorou~hly ~lttue and an• NOBBV, 
ATTRAt:'riVE, and 8TVLINU, lht>y Me bcuutie~ ami may lie hud 

F R O:M $5-00 TO $25-00. 
Wt' bll\'0 to-dar tile NOBBf EST . U T'rS fo1· Young )len to be found unywuer·c. The good :u·e mallr to 

• our. pcciul Orllor nnd e:nmot be lmprovt-c.l UJ>OU . 

Young Men can find Clt>~nut cloths of all kind' to select from , tmc.l SKILLED AHTI TS to fit in the 
mo~t t-tylish munner. A II work in thi departmen t g uaranteed. J•RtCE8 ALW A Yllj LOW. 

EIGELO"'W" & LONGLEY, 
Corner Main and Elm Streets. 
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EDVT ARD E. CLAPP, 
,__-~---. F ashionable H at, 

Fine Furnishing 
-AND-

Athletic fiouse. 
Agent for, and representing the Leading £louses of this counlry in Sporting 

:111d A thletic Goods. Novelties of the foreign and domestic markets. 

WEDDING AND PARTY OUTFITS A SPECIALTY, 
365 M a in Street, W orcester. 

TIFFANY & CO., 
UNION SQUARE NEW YORK. 
HaTe •·ecelTe d the f"ollowing awards 
a t the ExposUiou U u iYerselle, at 
Paris, 1 1!1S9, 

FOR SILVER WARE. 
THE GRAND PRIZE 
and to tbe Manal(inc Direc torofthelr 
Manufac tures of SiiTer, 

Tbe Decoration or the Legion or Honor. 

FOR JEWELRY 
of Preciou s Metals , chased. carved, 
enameled, inlaid, mounted and filla
creed , set with diamonds, p earls and 
precioas !itoac•, aad for DiDJBond 
CuUing, 

GOLD MED.lL. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES, 

Cameras, Lenses, Plates, Lanterns, &c. 
CbJo. Gold, Tungstate Soda, 

Car b. Po tass., Sulpbute Soda, 
Hydrochinoul, Carb. Soda, 

Pyrogalllc Acid, 

Oxalate Potass., Sulphocyanlde Ammonia, &c., 
all Chemically Pure for Photographic Use. 

C • .A. BOYDEN";, AGT. 

4 '1 Pa'rk Street. 

JO:H:N" .A. SN"OV7, 
l s PrepAred to du all kJods o! 

BOOT AND SHOE REPAIRING, 
326 MAIN STREET, 

For Precious and orname ntal s tones Opposite Mecbunics Hall, up one tllghL of Stairs, 
of North America ht the ir natural Room 2. 
s tate and cut, s howtnw Tnrions forms 
of cutth•l't 

GOLD MED.&L. Ladle~' and Gent:>' Sewed Work n Specialty. 
For collec tion of P e arls with the Back tmtl Front Stnyli aud T oo Tlp.s. 
s ateeies of s h e lls iu wbJela they are 
found in the brooks, rlYe r s and on the 
coa sts of North A •erlca, 

ASSISTED BY HENRY EIDT. 

GOLD lftEDAL. 
For Fiae Leathe r goods, Pocket Hire your Hacks, 
Books, Note Books, Card , Cigar aad 
Cigaretle Cases, Porte-Folios, Blot
ters, Pads and ..-arious articles for 
the library table ric hly mouate d with 
gold a ad siiTe r ; Jyory articles for the 
toile t and library table, richly carTed 
and Mounted in Gold aad SiiYer, 
c hased, e tched, e namele d and inlaid, 

GOLD .IDEDAL. 
For Copper-plate Engra..-iatr aad 
Prlndac, 

GOLD I!IEDAL. 
Alld Fl..-e 811..-er a•• Fi..-e Broase 
Belal• f"or Colla .. raten. 

Board your Horses, 

Get your L ivery Teams, 
-AT-

HARRINGTON & B~OS., 
81, 88 & 85 Central Street, 

WORCESTER, MASS. 



O.    B.    ESATON    c*5    OO-, 
* STJ^TIOILSriEIRyS,   #   IFIR/IILSrTIEIE^S 

And Blank Book Manufacturers.    Fine Office Work a Specialty. 
Cards, Fancy Goods add Novelties. 

No.   505   MAIN   STREET, WORCESTER,    MASS. TELEPHONE 278-4. 

Itittiil m«.i 

U 

ADVICE GRATIS!" 
DRUGS : AND : "MEDICINES, 

Perfumes, Cigars, Cigarettes, 
HOT -A-aSTD COJJID  SODA., 

And anything else you may want, of 

IDRTJQ-O-IST, 

No. 10 Front Street, - WORCESTER, MASS. 
m»»» m»»» 'tt»mmi 

Estate of 

J-J..LBURBANK, 
Successor to 

M. B. Green & Co., 

APOTHECABY 
And Dealer in Brags, Patent Medicines, Perfumery, Etc, 

The Only Place ia Torn (or Whippet Cream Sole. 
876 Vain Street, Corner of Elm, Worcester, Mass. 

a. L. FISK, manager. 
' Physicians' Prescriptions a Specialty. 

ZR/EBIBOLJ:, 

CONFECTIONER 
-AND- 

6 AND 8 PLEASANT STKEET, 

Worcester, Mass. 

A.  E.  DAVIS, 

PHOTOGRAPHER. 
The LATEST and MOST NOVEL THINGS in 

Photographic Work. 

Special Inducements to Graduating Classes. 

CORNER OF MAIN AND PARK STREETS. 

PATENT ADJUSTABLE STAND. 

WASHBURN MACHINE SHOP, 
WORCESTER, MASS.        M. P. HIGQIN3, Superintendent. 

Ladles and Gentlemen Looking Tor Fun and a Good Healthful Exercise, 
CAN  FIND   IT  AT 

TS« P3K* BIUIM^ * WOt BOOM, 
37 Pearl Street, Worcester, Mass. Hours for Ladies:   9 A. M. to 4 P. M. 



,. ( .. - ., , 

· FINE CLOTHIERS ~ AND CUSTOM -\l'AlLORS, . 
- .. ~ -~ "409 MAIN STREET, ~:· . . . 

. . . 

.. .... , rl 

t .... "' """' ... : 

Doss StliTS FoR THE MAcHINE. SHoP: . .. 

.... . 
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