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Abstract

My teaching practicum was completed from August 2019 to December 2019 at Worcester
Technical High School. | taught five freshman high school biology courses under the supervision
of my supervising practitioner, Kevin Lauritsen. Through this experience, | created lesson plans
which met the Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering Curriculum Framework
standards, created course materials, engaged with students, and graded assignments. | adjusted
my lessons and style according to my reflections, feedback from students, and feedback from my
supervising practitioner, program supervisor (Irene Plonczak), and program director (Shari
Weaver). | made progress to achieve growth and proficiency in each of the six CAP Element
categories which are required for aspiring educators in Massachusetts. Overall, | created an
engaging, supportive, and challenging learning environment for my students and developed my
skills as a passionate and dedicated educator.

E-Portfolio Link: https://jillianforauer.wixsite.com/eportfolio



https://jillianforauer.wixsite.com/eportfolio

Acknowledgements

Firstly, I would like to thank Kevin Lauritsen for his support and guidance as a mentor, in
addition to Jocelyn Coughlin for her support as a mentor teacher. 1 would also like to thank the
entire staff of Worcester Technical High School for contributing to the welcoming environment
for both myself and the students of Worcester Tech. | would also like to thank Shari Weaver,
Director of the Teacher Preparation Program at WPI, for her advising, her insightful thoughts,
and her support in developing me into a passionate and prepared teacher. | also want to thank Dr.
Irene Plonczak for her insight as an expert teacher and her feedback which transformed my
growth as a teacher. | also want to acknowledge and thank Kate Varterisian for her support as a
fellow teacher in training through every day of my teaching experience and beyond. Lastly, I
would like to thank my students for teaching me how to be a better mentor and individual.



E-Portfolio Table of Contents

.  Home
i.  Welcome
ii.  About me
iii.  Practicum Background
a.Education in Worcester, Massachusetts and Beyond
b.Standards
iv. My Teaching Practicum
Il.  CAP Element 1 — Well Structured Lessons
i.  Overview
ii.  Lesson Plan Template
iii.  Lesson Plan Sample
iv.  Lesson Plan Development
v.  Class Structure
vi.  Activators
vii.  Summary/Exit Slips
viii.  Cell Exploration Activity
ix. My Growth
X.  Interactive Coloring Activities
xi.  Technology in the Classroom
I1l.  CAP Element 2 — Adjustments to Practice
i.  Overview
ii.  Formative Assessment
iii.  Summative Assessment
iv.  Adjustments in my Class
a.Chemistry Test Adjustments
b.Molecule Building Activity Adjustments
IV. CAP Element 3 — Meeting Diverse Needs
i.  Overview
ii.  Various Formats of Information
iii.  Headband Vocabulary Guessing Game
iv.  Class Powerpoints
v.  Students with Special Situations
vi.  Structured Note Sheets
V. CAP Element 4 — Safe Learning Environment
i.  Overview
ii. My Classroom Rules
iii.  Difficulty Enforcing Rules
iv.  Mentor Experience as a Teacher

v. How I created a Safe Environment: Student Story
VI. CAP Element 5 — High Expectations
i.  Overview
ii.  Expectations of Student Growth
iii.  Student Feedback

iv.  Clear Outlines for Success



v.  Rewards for Mastery and Growth
vi.  Reference Cards

vii.  Test Corrections
VII. CAP Element 6 — Reflective Practice
i. Overview

ii.  Daily Reflections

iii.  Reflection on Lesson Effectiveness
Iv.  Weekly Reflections

v.  Redesign of Units

vi.  Fellow Student Teacher Support
VIIl. My WPI Experience

I. My WPI Coursework
ii.  Theory and Practice in the High School Classroom



References

Anthony, P.G., Rossman, G.B. (1994) The Massachusetts Education Reform Act: What Is It and
Will It Work? https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED377559.pdf

Chester, M.D. (2014) Building on 20 Years of Massachusetts Education Reform. Massachusetts
Department of Education. https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/BuildingOnReform.pdf

International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA). (2011) Trends
in International Mathematics and Science Study 2011. Retrieved December 2019 from
https://nces.ed.gov/timss/figurell 7.asp

Worcester Technical High School. (2019) School and District Profiles. Massachusetts
Department of Education. Retrieved December 2019 from
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/search/map.aspx?mode=g&county=Worcester&town=462



https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED377559.pdf
https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/BuildingOnReform.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/timss/figure11_7.asp
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/search/map.aspx?mode=g&county=Worcester&town=462

