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You are receiving this newsletter, AdvancePBL, based on your expressed interest in
sharing and promoting project-based learning ideas, practices, and findings. In this and
future editions, you’ll find a curated perspective from across higher education. Watch for
(and perhaps contribute to) examples of PBL implementation in courses and programs at
all types of institutions, stories of PBL successes, and tools to tackle PBL challenges. 

To date, we've worked with 150 colleges and universities across the country and around
the world to support a growing interest in PBL. We're hoping this newsletter will extend the
PBL conversation further. If you are interested to learn about our work, or wish to
connect, we'd love to hear from you.

Best wishes,
Kris Wobbe and Rick Vaz
Co-Directors, WPI Center for Project-Based Learning

|        PBL OUT IN THE WORLD       |

Online Students Don't Have to Work
Solo:

A pre-crisis perspective from Inside
Higher Ed on real-world benefits of online
group projects, despite real-world
challenges. This article offers interesting
contrasts to current day circumstances. 

|     SHARE YOUR PBL STORY     |

Web Version

https://wp.wpi.edu/projectbasedlearning/
https://wp.wpi.edu/projectbasedlearning/
https://wp.wpi.edu/projectbasedlearning/contact/
http://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2018/04/25/group-projects-online-classes-create-connections-and-challenge
http://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2018/04/25/group-projects-online-classes-create-connections-and-challenge
https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2018/04/25/group-projects-online-classes-create-connections-and-challenge
https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2018/04/25/group-projects-online-classes-create-connections-and-challenge
https://view.discover.wpi.edu/?qs=c79a90d8413eebdecc2e6239e9c9ef2d4f2c2dd05f21157578c1407e1ae32bea2c777ed259401a90bd0d8eb86cbd04639cf3d301816b85ec8c0477ddf7a1a814
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 Have you had an experience with project-based learning that was especially meaningful to you,
your students, or your colleagues? Did it involve a challenge? A lesson learned? A success? New

insights? To foster conversation and collaboration around PBL, consider sharing your PBL
experiences with peers across higher ed. 

 

SUBMIT YOUR STORY FOR CONSIDERATION

 

|     NEWS FROM PBL CHAMPIONS     |

From the online book Cluster Learning
at Plymouth State: A Community-
Based Approach to Pedagogy , a
professor of environmental studies

pushes personal and traditional
pedagogical boundaries to create growth

and learning opportunities.

|     STUDENT PERSPECTIVE      |

https://wpi.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bfG2SynDXsTI4Jv
https://cluster-learning-at-plymouth-state.press.plymouth.edu/chapter/amy-villamagna/
https://cluster-learning-at-plymouth-state.press.plymouth.edu/chapter/amy-villamagna/
https://cluster-learning-at-plymouth-state.press.plymouth.edu/chapter/amy-villamagna/
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Hear how first-year students at WPI say their project work in the Great Problems Seminar—a
course that asks students in teams to develop a solution to one of the world's big problems—

prepares them for the real world.

|     THE RESEARCH BEHIND THE PEDAGOGY     |

 This first in a series of WPI briefs synthesizes the research regarding the effectiveness of PBL
pedagogies and curricula for minority-serving institutions. Questions addressed:

How effective is PBL at increasing student learning with underrepresented minority students?
To what extent does PBL increase motivation, self-efficacy, and engagement among
underrepresented minority students?
How can PBL be used to help level the playing field at minority-serving institutions with open
enrollment policies?

DOWNLOAD HERE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixlib8zxG9g&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixlib8zxG9g&feature=emb_logo
https://cpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/wp.wpi.edu/dist/e/220/files/2019/12/CPBL_Briefs_2019_MinorityServingInstitutions.pdf
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|     TRY THIS     |

Do you want to help your students
collaborate better —either online or in
person? Can they simultaneously view
the work they are producing? The
Structured Pair Activity (SPA) helps
students work better together, and it
increases their engagement (Saltz &
Heckman, 2020).

The Center for Project-Based Learning
created guidelines for implementing
SPA. SPA appears adaptable for use with
teams that have more than two
members.

|     FEATURE PBL STORY      |

 
High-Impact Practices (HIPs) in Online Education: Research and Best Practices  will be of
interest to those looking for effective strategies for adapting HIPs to the online environment. This

edited volume includes a chapter dedicated to collaborative assignments and projects.

|     ANNOUNCEMENTS     |

https://olj.onlinelearningconsortium.org/index.php/olj/article/view/1632
https://olj.onlinelearningconsortium.org/index.php/olj/article/view/1632
https://cpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/wp.wpi.edu/dist/e/220/files/2020/04/Structured-Pair-Activity_Guidelines_WPI_CPBL.pdf
https://cpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/wp.wpi.edu/dist/e/220/files/2020/04/Structured-Pair-Activity_Guidelines_WPI_CPBL.pdf
http://styluspub.presswarehouse.com/browse/book/9781620368473/High-Impact%20Practices%20in%20Online%20Education
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The final in our three-part PBL webinar
series, Project-Based Learning as a

Vehicle for High-Impact Practices:
Reinventing Institutions, produces in

collaboration with the Chronicle of Higher
Ed, has been postponed from April 14 to

the Fall of 2020, date TBD. In this
webinar, higher education experts will

share insights into approaches and
practices that helped their institutions

build a culture of project-based learning—
strategies that can assist other in

advancing their PBL initiatives.

 
REGISTER to be notified when the

PBL webinar #3 is scheduled, and watch #1 and
#2.

 

 
Join the conversation

by sharing your PBL story today. Your stories, ideas, and approaches can help shape the
advancement of PBL across higher education.

Know someone who would love to hear
about PBL in Higher Ed?

Forward to a Friend

Do you want to receive this email hot off
the presses?

Subscribe

Center for Project-Based Learning
Worcester Polytechnic Institute

100 Institute Road   |   Worcester, MA 01609   |   +1-508-831-6956
 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

100 Institute Road, Worcester, MA, 01609 US

http://wp.wpi.edu/projectbasedlearning/proven-pedagogy/project-based-learning-webinar-series/
http://wp.wpi.edu/projectbasedlearning/proven-pedagogy/project-based-learning-webinar-series/
https://wp.wpi.edu/projectbasedlearning/proven-pedagogy/project-based-learning-webinar-series/
http://wpi.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bfG2SynDXsTI4Jv
https://view.discover.wpi.edu/ftaf.aspx?qs=c79a90d8413eebdecc2e6239e9c9ef2d4f2c2dd05f2115752ca0f9974ec132d36786a9dad01f7b09eba21369ac66313a
https://pub.s7.exacttarget.com/h21a0ogjea3
https://wp.wpi.edu/projectbasedlearning/
https://twitter.com/cpbl_wpi
https://twitter.com/cpbl_wpi

