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~be @lb <!Cttriosit!} ~bop. 

CHAPTER THE FORTY-FOURTH. 

T1rn throng of people hurried by, in two opposite streams, with no symptom 

of cessation or exhaustion; intent upon their own affairs; and undisturbed in 

their business speculations, by the roar of carts and waggons laden with clashing 

wares, the slipping of horses' feet upon the wet and greasy pavement, the 

rattling of the rain on windows and umbrella-tops, the jostling of the more 

impatient passengers, and all the noise and tumult of a crowded street in the 

high tide of its occupation: while the two poor strangers, stunned and 

bewildered by the hurry they beheld but had no part in, looked mournfully on; 

feeling amidst the crowd a solitude which has no parallel but in the thirst, of 

the shipwrecked mariner, who, tost to and fro upon the billows of a mighty 

ocean, his red eyes blinded by looking on the water which hems him in on every 

side, has not one drop to cool his burning tongue. 

They withdrew into a low archway for shelter from the rain, aDd watched 

the faces of those who passed, to find in one among them a ray of ~ncourage

ment or hope. Some frowned, some smiled, some muttered to themselves; 

some made slight gestures, as if anticipating the conversation in which they 

would shortly be engaged ; some wore the cunning look of bargaining and 

plotting, some were anxious and eager, some slow and dull; in some counten

ances were written gain ; in others loss. It was like being in the confidence of 

all these people to stand quietly there, looking into their faces as they flitted 

past. In busy places, where each man has an object of his own, and feels 

assured that every other man has his, his character and purpose are written 

broadly in his face. In the public walks and lounges of a town, people go to 

see and to be seen, and there the same expression, with little variety, is 

repeated a hundred times. The working-day faces come nearer to the truth, 

and let it out more plainly. 
Falling into that kind of abstraction which such a solitude awakens, the 

child continued to gaze upon the passing crowd with a wondering interest, 

amounting almost to a temporary forgetfulness of her own condition. But 

cold, wet, hunger, want of rest, and lack of any place in which to lay her 

aching head, soon brought her thoughts back to the point whence they had 

strayed. No one passed who seemed to notice them, or to whom she durst 

appeal. After some time, they left their place of refuge from the weather, and 

mingled with the concourse. 

Evening came on. They were still wandering up and down, with fewer 

people about them, but with the same sense of solitude in their own breasts, 

and the same indifference from all around. The lights in the streets and shops 

made them feel yet more desolate, for with their lu,lp, night and darkness 
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seemed to come on faster. Shivering with the cold and damp, ill in body, and 
sick to death at heart, the child needed her utmost firmness and resolution 
even to creep along. 

·why had they ever come to this noisy town, when there were peaceful 
country places, in which, at least, they might have hungered and thirsted, with 
less suffering than in its squalid strife ! They were but an atom, here, in a 
mountain heap of misery, the very sight of which increased their hopelessness 
and suffering. 

The child had not only to endure the accumulated hardships of their destitute 
condition, but to bear the reproaches of her grandfather, who began to murmur 
at having been led away from their late abode, and demand that they 
should return to it. Being now penniless, and no relief or prospect of r elief 
appearing, they retraced thei1· steps through the deser ted streets, and went 
back to the wharf, hoping to find the boat in which they had come, and to be 
allowed to sleep on board that night . But here again they were disappointed, 
for the gate was closed, and some fierce dogs, barking at their approach, 
obliged them to retreat. 

" W e must sleep in the open air to-night, dear," said the child in a weak 
voice, as they turned away from this last r epulse ; " and to-morrow we will 
beg our way to some quiet par t of the country, and try to earn our bread in 
very humble work." 

" \Vhy did you bring me here~ " returned the old man fi r rccly. "I cannot 
bear these close eternal streets. \ V c came from a quiet part . \Vhy did you 
force me to leave it ~" 

" Because I must have that dream I told you of, no more," said the child, 
with a momentary firmn ess that lost itself in tears; " and we must live among 
poor people, or it will come again. Dear grandfather, you are old and weak, I 
know; but look at me. I never will complain if you will not, but I have some 
suffering indeed." 

" Ah ! poor, houseless, wandering, motherless child ! " cried the old man, 
clasping his hands and gazing as if for the first time upon her anxious face, 
her travel-stained dress, and bruised and swollen feet ; " has all my agony of 
care brought her to this at last ! \Vas I a happy man once, and have I lost 
happiness and all I had, for t his ! " 

"If we were in the country now," said the child, wi th assumed cheerfulness, 
as they walked on looking about them for a shelter, " we should find some 
good old tree, stretching out his green arms as if ho lo,·ecl us, and nodding 
and rustling as if he would have us fall asleep, thinking of him while he watched. 
Please God, we shall be there soon-to-morrow or next clay at tho farth est 
-and in the meantime let us think, clear, that it was a good thing we c:ime 
here ; for we are lost in the crowd and hurry of this place, and if any cruel 
people should pursue us, they could surely never trace us further. There's 
comfort in that. And here's a deep old doorway-very dark, but quite dry, 
and warm too, for the wind don' t blow in here- \Vhat's that!" 

' Uttering a half-shriek, she recoiled from a black figure which came suddenly 
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out of the dark recess in which they were abont to iake refuge, and stood 

still looking at them. 
'' Speak again," it said; "do I know the voice?" 
" No," replied tho child timidly; "we are strangers, an<l having no money 

for a night's lodging, were going to rest hero." 
Thero ,ms a feeble lamp at no great distance; the only one in the place, 

which was a kirnl of square yar<l, but sufficient to show how poor and mean 

it was. To this, the figure beckoned them; at the same time drawing witl1in 

its rays, as if to show that it had no desire to conceal itself or take them at an 

advantage. 
The form was that of a man, miserably clad and begrimed with smoke, 

which, perhaps by its contrast with the natural colour of his skin, made him 

look paler than ho really was. That ho was naturally of a very wan and 

pallid aspect, however, his hollow cheeks, sharp features, and sunken eyes, no 

less than a certain look of patient endurance, sufficiently testified. His voice 

was harsh by nature, but not brutal; and though his face, besides possessing 

tho characteristics already mentioned, was overshadowed by a quantity of 

long dark hair, its expression was neither ferocious nor cruel. 

"How came you to think of resting there?" he said. "Or how," ho added, 

looking more attentively at the child, " do you come to want a place of rest 

at this time of night?" 
"Our misfortunes," the grandfather answered, '' arc the cause." 

"Do you know," said the man, looking still more earnestly at Nell, "how 

wet she is, and that the damp streets are not a place for her?" 

"I know it well, God help me," he replied. ",v11at can I do!" 

The man looked at Nell again, and gently touched her garments, from which 

the rain was running off in little streams. " I can give you warmth," he said, 

after a pause; "nothing else. Such lodging as I have is in that house," 

pointing to the doorway from which he had emerged, "but she is safer and 

better there than here. The fire is in a rough place, hut you can pass the 

night beside it safely, if you'll trust yourselves to me. You see that red light 

yonder?" 
They raised their eyes, and saw a lurid glare hanging in the dark sky ; the 

dull reflection of some distant fire. 
"It's not far," said the man. "Shall I take you there? You were going 

to sleep upon cold bricks; I can give you a bed of warm ashes-nothing 

better." 
vVithout waiting for any further reply than he saw in their looks, he took 

Nell in his arms, and bade tho old man follow. 

Carrying her as tenderly, and as easily too, as if she had been an infant, and 

showing himself both swift and sure of foot, he led the way through what 

appeared to be the poorest and most wretched quarter of the town; not turning 

aside to avoid the overflowing kennels or running water-spouts, but holding 

his course, regardless of such obstructio!1s, and making his way straight 

through them. They had proceeded thus in eilence for some quarter of an 
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hour, and had lost sight of the glare to which he had pointed, in the dark 
and narrow ways by which they had come, when it suddenly burst upon 
them again, streaming up from tho high chimney of a building close before 
them. 

"This is the place," he said, pausing at a door to put Nell down and take 
her hand. "Don't be afraid. There's nobody here will harm you." 

It needed a strong oonficlenco in this assurance to induce them to enter, and 
what they saw inside did not diminish their apprehension and alarm. In n. 
l:trge and lofty building, supported by pillars of iron, with great black apertures 
in the upper walls, open to the external air; echoing to the roof with tho 
beating of hammers and roar of furnaces, mingled with the hissing of red-hot 
metal plunged in water, and a hundred strange unearthly noises never heard 
elsewhere ; in this gloomy place, moving like demons among the flame and 
smoke, dimly and fitfully seen, flushed and tormented by the burning fires, and 
wielding great weapons, a faulty blow from any one of which must have 
crushed some workman's skull , a number of men laboured like giants. Others, 
reposing upon heaps of coals or ashes with their faces turned to the black 
vault above, slept or rested from their toil. Others again, opening the II hite
hot furnace-doors, cast fuel on the flames, which came rushing and roaring 
forth to meet it, and licked it up like oil. Others drew forth, with clashing 
noise upon the ground, great sheets of glowing steel, emitting an insupportable 
heat, and a, dull deep light like that which r eddens in the ey<::s of savage 
beasts. 

Through these bewildering sights and clen.fening sounds, their conductor led 
them to where, in a dark portion of the building, one furnace burnt by night 
and clay-so at least they gathered from the motion of his lips, for as yet they 
could only see him speak : not hear him. The man who had been watching 
this fire, anJ whose task was ended for the present, gladly withdrew, and left 
them with their friend; who, spreading Nell's little clmtk upon n. heap of ashes, 
and showing her where she could h:tng her outer-clothes to dry, signed to her 
and the old man to lie clown :md sleep. For himself, he took hii; station on a 
rugged mat before the furnace-door, and r esting his chin upon his h:.111ds, 
watched the flame as it shone through the iron chinks, and tho white ashes 
as they fell into their bright hot grn.ve below. 

The warmth of her bed, hard and humble as it was, combined with the 
great fatigue she had undergone, soon caused the tumult of tho pbco to fall 
with a gentler sound upon the child's tired ears, and was not long in lulling 
her to sleep. The old man was stretched beside her, and with her hand upon 
his neck she lay and dreamed. 

It was yet night when she awoke, nor did she know how long, or for how 
short a time, she had slept. But she found hc1·self protected, both from any 
cold air that might find its way into the building, and from the scorching heat, 
by some of the workmen's clothes ; and glancing at their friend s:::.w that he sat 
in exa.ctly the same attitude, looking with a fixed earnestness of attention 
towards the fire, and keeping so very still that he did not even seem to 



MASTER HUMPHREY'S CLOCK. 41 

breathe. She lay in the state between sleeping and waking, looking so long 
at his motionless figure that at length she almost feared he had died as he 
sat there ; and, softly rising and drawing close to him, ventured to whisper in 

his ear. 

He moved, and glancing from her to the place she had lately occupied, as 
if to n,ssure himself that it was really the child so near him, looked inquiringly 

into her fo,ce. 
" I feared you were ill," she said. 

you are so very quiet." 

"The other men arc all in motion, and 

'' They leave me to myself," he replied. 
They laugh n,t me, but don't harm me in it. 
friend." 

" The fire t' said the child. 

" They know my hum0ur. 
See yonder there-that's my 

" It has been alive as long as I have," the man made answer. "We talk 

and think together all night long." 
The child glanced quickly at him in her surprise, but he had turned his 

eyes in their former direction, and was musing as before. 
"It's like a book to mo," he said-" the only book I ever learned to read ; 

and many an old story it tells me. It's music, for I should know its voice 
among a thousand, and there are other voices in its roar. It has its pictures 
too. You don't know how many strange faces and different scenes I trace in 
the red-hot coals. It's my memory, that fire, and shows me all my life." 

The child, bending down to listen to his words, could not help remarking 

with what brightened eyes he continued to speak and muse. 
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" Y es," he said, with a faint smile, " it was the same when I was quite a 
baby, and crawled about it, till I foll asleep. My father watched it then." 

" Had you no mother?" asked the child. 
"No, she was dead. 1Vomen work hard in these parts. She worked herself 

t o death they told me, and, as t hey said so then, tho fire has gone on 
say ing the same thing ever since. I suppose it was true. I have always 
believed it." 

"1V ere yon brought up here, then?" said the child. 
"Summer and winter," he replied. "Secret ly at first, but when they found 

it out, they lot him keep me hero. So tho fire nursed mo-the same fire. It 
has never gone out." 

" You are fond of it ?" said tho child. 
" Of course I am. Ile died before it. I saw him fall down-just there, 

wher e those ashes are burning now-an_d wondered, I remember, why it didn't 
help him." 

"Have you been here ever since?" asked the child. 
" Ever since I came to watch it ; but t here was a while between, and a very 

cold dreary while it was. It burnt all the time though, and roared and leaped 
when I came back, as it used to do in our pla.y days. You may guess from 
looking at mo what kind of child I was, but for all the difference between us 
I was a child , and when I saw you in the street to-night, you put me in mind 
of myself as I was after ho died, and made me wish to bring you to the 
old fi re. I thought of those old times again when I saw you sleeping by it. 
You should be sleeping now. Lie down again , poor child, lie down again." 

1Vith t hat he led her to her rude couch, and coYcring her wi th the 
clothes wi th which she had found herself cm-eloped when shu woke, returned 
t o his seat , whence he moved no more unless to feed the furnace, but remained 
motionless as a statue. The child continued to watch him for a little time, 
but soon yielded to the dro,Ysiness that came upon her, and, in t he dark 
strange place and on the heap of ashes, slept as peacefully, as if the room had 
been a palace chamber, and t he bod, a bed of down. 

1Vhen she awoke again , broad clay was shining through the lofty openings 
in the walls, and, stealing in slanting rays but midway down, seemed to make 
tho building darker than it had been a t night . Tho clang and tumult were 
still going on, and the remorseless fires were burning fi ercely as before ; for 
few changes of night and clay brought rest or quiet there. 

H er friend parted his breakfast-a scanty mess of coffee and some coarse 
bread-with the child and her grandfather, and inquired whi ther they wore 
going. She told him that they sought some distant country place, remote 
from towns or even other villages, and with a fault cring tongue inquired 
what road they would do best to take. 

" I know little of the country," he said, shaking his head, " for such as I 
pass all our lives before our furnace doors, and seldom go forth to bre:ithc. 
But there m·e such places yonder." 

'' And far from here?" said Nell. 
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'' Aye surely. How could they be near us, and be green and fresh? The 

road lies too, through miles and miles, all lighted up by fires like ours

a stra,nge black road, and one that would frighten you by night." 

" \Vo arc here and must go on," said the child boldly, for she saw that the 

old man listened with anxious ears to this account. 

" Rough people-paths never made for little feet like yours-a dismal, 

blighted way-is there no turning back, my child ?" 

'' There is none," cried Nell, pressing forward. "If you can direct us, do. 

If not, pray do not seek to turn us from our purpose. Indeed you do not 

know the clanger that we shun, and how right and true we arc in flying from 

it, or you would not try to stop us, I am sure you would not." 

"God forbid, if it is so ! " sa,icl their uncouth protector, glancing from 

the eager child to her grandfather, who hung his head and bent his eyes upon 

the ground. "I'll direct you from the door, the best I can. I wish I could 

do more." 
He showed them, then, by which road they must leave the town, and what 

course they should hold when they had gained it. Ile lingered so long on 

these instructions, that the child with a fervent blessing tore herself away, 

and staid to hear no more. 
But before they had reached the corner of the lane, the man came 

running after them, and pressing her hand, left something in it-two old, 

battered, smoke-encrusted penny pieces. "\Vho knows but they shone as 

brightly in the eyes of angels as golden gifts that have been chronicled on 

tombs? 
And thus they separated; the child to lead her sacred charge further 

from guilt and shame, and the labourer to attach a fresh interest to the spot 

where his guests ha,d slept ; and read new histories in his furnace fire. 

CHAP'rER 'l'IIE FORTY-FIF'rH. 

IN all their journeying, they had nernr longed so ardently, they had never 

so pined and weariell, for the freedom of pure air and open country, as now. 

No, not even on that memorable morning, when, deserting their old home, 

they abandoned themselves to the mercies of a strange world, and left all 

tho dumb and senseless things they had known and loved, behind-not even 

then, had they so yearned for the fresh solitudes of wood, hill-side, and field, 

as now; when the noise and dirt and vapour, of the groat manufacturing 

town, reeking "·ith lean misery and hungry wretchedness, hemmed them in on 

every side, and seemed to shut out hope, and render escape impossible. 

" Two days and nights !" thought the child. " He said two days and 

nights we should have to spend among such scenes as these. Oh ! if ,re live 

to roach the country once again, if we get clear of these dreadful places 

though it is only to lie down and die, with what a grateful heart I shall thank 

God for so much morny ! " 
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With thoughts like this, and with some vague design of travelling to a 
great distance among streams and mountains, where only very poor and simple 
people lived, and where they might maintain themselves by very humble 
helping work in farms, free from such terrors as that from which they fled,
the child, with no resource but the poor man's gift, and no encouragement 
but that which flowed from her own heart, and its sense of the truth and 
right of what she did, nerved herself to this last journey and boldly pursued 
her task. 

"Yle shall be very slow to-day, dear," she said, as they toiled painfully 
through the streets ; "my feet are sore, and I have pains in all my limbs 
from the wet of yesterday. I saw that he looked at us and thought of that, 
when he said how long we should be upon the road." 

" It was a dreary way, he told us of," returned her grandfather, piteously. 
" Is there no other road? ,viii you not let me go some other way than 
this ?" 

" Places lie beyond these," said the child, firmly, '' where we may live 
in peace, and be tempted to do no harm. vV e will take the road that 
promises to have that encl, and we would not turn out of it, if it were a 
hundred times worse than our fears lead us to expect. We would not, clear, 
would we?" 

" No," re1,lied the old man, w:wering in his voice, no less than in his 
manner. " No. Let us go on. I am rearly. I am quite ready, Noll." 

The child walked with more difficulty than she had led her companion to 
expect, for the pains that racked her joints were of no common severity, and 
every exertion increased them. But they wrung from her no complaint, or 
look of suffering ; and though the two traYellers proceeded very slowly, they 
did proceed ; and clearing the town in course of time, began to feel that they 
were fairly on their way. 

A long suburb of red brick houses,-some with patches of garden-ground, 
where coal-dust and factory smoke darkened the shrinking leaves, and coarse 
rank flowers ; and where tho struggling vegetation sickened and sank under the 
hot breath of kiln and furnace, making them by its presence seem yet more 
blighting and unwholesome than in the town itself,-a long, flat, straggling 
suburb passed, they c:11ne by slow degrees upon a cheerless region, where 
not a blade of grass was seen to grow ; where not a bud put forth its 
promise in the spring; where nothing green could live but on the surface of 
the stagnant pools, which here and there lay idly sweltering by the black 
road sirle. 

Advancing more and more into the shadow of this mournful place, its dark 
dep1·cssing influence stole upon their spirits, and filled them with a dismal 
gloom. On every side, and far as the eye could see into the heavy distance, 
tall chimneys, crowding on each other, and presenting that endless repetition 
of the same dull, ugly, form, which is tho horror of oppressive dreams, poured 
out their plague of smoke, obscured the light, and made foul the melancholy 
air. On mounds of ashes by the way side, sheltered only by a few rough 
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boards, or rotten pent-house roofs, strange engines spun and writhed like 
tortured creatures ; clanking their iron chains, shrieking in their rapid whirl 
from time to time as though in torment unendurable, and making the ground 
tremble with thzir agonies. Dismantled houses here and there appeared, 
tottering to the earth, propped up by fragments of others that had fallen 
down, unroofed, windowless, blackened, desolate, but yet inhabited. Men, 
women, children, wan in their looks and ragged in attire, tended the engines, 
fed their tributary fires, begged upon the road, or scowled half-naked from 
the doorless houses. Then came more of the wrathful monsters, whose like 
they almost seemed to be in their wildness and their untamed air, screeching 
and turning round and round again; and still, before, behind, and to the right 
and left, was the same interminable perspective of brick towers, never ceasing 
in their black vomit, blasting all things living or inanimate, shutting out the 
face of day, and closing in on all these horrors with a den&e dark cloud. 

But night-time in this dreadful spot !-night, when the smoke was changed 
to fire ; when every chimney spirted up its flame ; and plMes, that had been 
dark vaults all day, now ~hone red-hot, with figures moving to and fro 

within their blazing jaws, and calling to one another with hoarse cries-· 
night, when the noise of every strange machine was aggravated by the 
darkness ; when the people near them looked wilder and more savage; when 
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bands of unemployed labourers paraded in the roads, or clustered by torch
light round their leaders, who told them in stern language of their wrongs, 
and urged them on to frightful cries and threats; when maddened men, 
armed with sword and firebrand, spurning the t ears and prayers of women 
who would res train them, rushed forth on errands of terror and destruction, 
to work no ruin half so surely as their own-night, when carts came 
rumbling by, fill ed with rude coffins (for contagious disease and death had 
been busy with the living crops) ; when orphans cried, and distracted women 
shrieked and foll owed in their wake-night, when some called for bread, and 
some for drink to drown their cares ; and some with t ears, and some with 
staggering feet, and some with bloodshot eyes, went brooding home-night, 
,rhich, unlike tho night that H eaven sends on earth, brought with it no peace, 
nor quiet, nor signs of blessed sleep-who shall tell the terrors of the night 
to that young wandering child ! 

And yet she lay down, with nothing between her and the sky; and, with no 
fear for herself, for she was past it now, put up a prayer for the poo1· old 
man. So very weak and spent, she felt, so very calm and unresisting, that she 
had no thought of any wants of her own, but prayed that God would raise up 
some fri end for him. She tried to r ocal the way they had come, and to look 
in tho di rection where the fire by which they lrn,d slept last night was burning. 
She had forgotten to ask the name of the poor man, their fri end , and when she 
had remembered him in her prayers, it seemed ungrateful not to turn one look 
towards the spot where he was watching. 

A penny loaf was all they had had that clay. It ,vas very little, but even 
hunger was forgotten in t ho strange t ranquilli ty that crept over her senses. 
She lay down very gently, and, wi th a quiet smile upon her face, fell into a 
slumber. It was not like sleep-and yet it must have been, or why those 
pleasant dreams of the li ttle scholar all night long ! 

Morning came. J\Inch weaker, diminished powers even of sight and hearing, 
and yet tho child made no complaint - perhaps would have made none, 
even if she had not that inducement to be silent, travelling by her side. She 
felt a hopelessness of their ever being extricated together from that forlorn 
place, a dull conviction that she was very ill, perhaps dying; but no fear or 
anxiety. 

A loathing of food , that she was not conscious of until they expended theii· 
last penny in the purchase of another loaf, prevented her partaking even 
of this poor repast. H er grandfather ato greedily, which she was glad 
to see. 

Their way lay through the same scenes as yesterday, with no variety or 
improvement. There was the same thick air, difficult to breathe ; tho same 
Llightod ground, the same hopeless prospect, the same misery a,nd distress. 
Objects appeared more dim, the noise loss, tho path more rugged and uneven, 
for sometimes she stumbled, and became roused, as it were, in the effort to 
prevent horsolf from fallin;:;. Poor child ! the cause was iP her tottering 
feet. 
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Towards tho afternoon, her grandfather complained bitterly of hunger. She 

npproached one of the wretched hovels by the way-side, and knocked with her 

hand upon the door. 
" ,vhat would you have here?" said a gaunt miserable man, opening it. 

" Charity. A morsel of bread." 

" Do you see that?" returned the man hoarsely, pointing to a kind of bundle 

on the ground. " That's a dead child. I and firn hundred other men were 

thrown out of work three months ago. That is my third dead child, and 

last. Do you think I have charity to bestow, or a morsel of broad to 

spare?" 
The child recoiled from the door, and it closed upon her. Impelled by 

strong necessity, she knocked at another, a neighbouring one, which, yielding 

to tho slight pressure of her hand, flew open. 

It seemed that a couple of poor families lived in this hovel, for two women, 

each among children of her own, occupied different portions of the room. In 

the centre stood a grave gentleman in black who appeared to have just 

entered, and who held by the arm a boy. 

'' Here woman," he said, "here's your deaf and dumb son. You may thank 

me for restoring him to you. I-IA was brought before me this morning 

charged with theft; and with any other boy it would have gone hard, I assure 

you. But as I had compassion on his infirmities, and thought he might have 

learnt no hotter, I have managed to bring him back to you. Take more care 

of him for tho future.'' 
" And won't you give me back my son!" said the other woman, hastily 

rising and confronting him. " vV on't you give me back my son, sir, who was 

transported for the same offence ! " 

" vVas he deaf and dumb, woman?" asked the gentleman sternly. 

" ,v as he not, sir?" 

" You know he was not." 

" He was," cried the woman. " He was deaf, dumb, and blind, to all that 

was good and right, from his cradle. Her boy may have learnt no better! 

where did mine learn better? where could he? who was there to teach him 

better, or where was it to be learnt?" 

" Peace, woman," mid the gentleman, "your boy was in possession of alJ 

his senses.'' 
"He was," cried the mother; " and he was the more easy to be led astray 

because he had them. If you save this boy because he may not know right 

from wrong, why did you not save mine who was never taught the differ

ence? You gentlemen have as good a right to punish her boy, that Goel has 

kept in ignorance of sound and speech, as you ham to punish mine, that you 

kept in ignorance yourselYcs. How many of the girls and boys-ah, men and 

women too-that are brought before you, and you don't pity, are deaf and 

dumb in their minds, and go ,,-rong in that state, and are punished in that 

state, body and soul, \Yhilo you gentlemen arc quarrelling among yourselves 
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whether they ought to learn this or that ~-Be a just man, sir, and give me 
back my son." 

·• You are desperate," said the gentleman, taking out his snuff-box, "and 
I am sorry for you." 

" I am desperate," returned the woman, '' and you have made mo so. Give 
mo back my son, to work for these helpless children. Bo a just man, sir, 
and for God's sake, as you have had mercy upon this boy, give me back my 
son!" 

The child had seen and heard enough to know that this was not a place at 
which to ask for alms. She led the old man softly from the door, and they 
pursued their journey. 

·with less and less of hope or strength, as they went on, but with an undi
minished resolution not to betray by any word or sign her sinking state, so 
long as she had energy to move, the child throughout the remainder of that 
hard day compelled herself to proceed; not ever stopping to rest as frequently 
as usual, to compensate in some measure for the tardy pace at which shfl 
was obliged to walk. Evening was drawing on, but had not closed in, 
when-still travelling among the same dismal objects-they came to a busy 
town. 

Faint and spiritless as they were, its streets were insupportable. After 
humbly asking for relief at some few doors and being repulsed, they 
agreed to make their way out of it as speedily as they could, and try if the 
inmates of any lone house beyond, would have more pity on their exhausted 
state. 

They were dragging themselves along through the last street, and the child 
felt that the time was close at hand when her enfeebled powers would bear no 
more. There appeared before them, at this juncture, going in the same direc
tion as themselves, a traveller on foot, who, with a portmanteau strapped to 
his back, leant upon a stout stick, as he walked, and read from a book which 
he held in his other hand. 

It was not an easy matter to come up with him, and beseech his aid, for he 
walked fast, and was a little distance in advance. At length he stopped to 
look more attentively at some passage in his book. Animated with a ray 
of hope, the child shot on before her grandfather, and, going close to the 
stranger without rousing him by the sound of her footsteps, began in a few 
faint words to implore his help. 

He turned his head, the child clapped her hands together, uttered a wild 
shriek, and fell senseless at his feet. 
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5 6 
I 2 
3 0 
1 g 
I 3 
5 6 
I 0 
0 8 
5 6 
3 6 
7 6 
s 6 
g 6 
7 O 
0 6 
5 6 
l 6 
6 0 
0 6 
6 6 

, 30 0 
8 • 
l 0 
0 8 
0 6 I Prpper Uox . . . . 

1 Wicker Plate Basket,lincd with tin 
3 Block Tin Saucepans 6 

0 
12 3 

4 6 
JO fi 
g 0 
I 0 
5 6 
I 6 
3 0 

1 Tea Kettle 

£3 10 0 

6 I(ni\'es and Forks 
6 Jron Spoons . 
1 Tea Pot nnd I Tea Tray 
I Toastini{ Fork 
1 Tea Kettle 

£5 7 6 

4 Iron Saucepans . 
I Sancepnn nnd Steamer 
J Large Boiling Pot, Iron 
4 Stewpan~, Iron 
2 Sets of Skewers 
6 Kaivcs and Forks 
6 J ran Spoons 
I Tea Pot. 
1 Tea Trav • 
1 Toasting' Fork 
1 EggWliisk 
1 Tea Kettle 

•.• One or more articles may be seleetcd from either of the above sets at the prices quoted. 

0 

£S lg 3 

FASHIONABLE FENDERS, FIRE-IRONS, SHOWER BATHS, &c. 
_Black Iron Fenders, from gs.; Bronzed ditto, from 10s.; Brass ditto, from Bs. -Polished Steel Fire.Irons, from ,Js. 6d.-Dlock Tin 

Dish Covers, the Set, Os. 6d.; improved shaped ditto, I 6s.; Patent ditto, the very best quality and newest shape that is mad(', 35s. 
Japanned Bott!e Jacks, warranted to carry 2& lb~., 7s. 6d.; Brass ditto, gs. 6d.-Brass Stair Rods, ss. per dozen.-Hrass Cornice or 
,vmdow Curtam Poles, ls. 3d, per foot.-CopperTea Kettle, to hold l gallon, j:s.-Copper Coal Scoops, from 10s. 6d.-Tea Urns, from 2is, 

SHOWER DATHS, WITH BRASS FORCE PU)!PS, AND WITH CURTAINS COMPLETE, 1008. 

SUPERIOR TABLE CUTLERY, WARRANTED. 
Octagon Ivory.handled Table Knh·es, per dozen, 14s. ; Dessert Knives, I ls.; Can·ers, per pair, 4s. 6d.; the Long Set of 50 Pieces 

-&Os. i the same to Balance Table Koives, 16s.; Desserts, Hs.; Can·ers, 5s. 6d.; Larger size Table Knil·es, ! S.S.; Desserts, 15s. per 
i~~t~/s~.~r~~~e~~/2:'~~~ep:ro::j::~fl!~:;:~~:d~nives and Forks, !)s. per dozeni Black Horn ditto, lls.; Dessert Koires aud 

Every description of Fr~.rnishing Ironmongery at prices 20 per cent. lower than any other respectable House. Families arc recom. 
:idev~~~::~. apply, post paid, for a pamphlet of prices; it will be sent free for a single postage, and will be found of the greatest 

RIPPON AND BURTON, IRONMO NGERS, 12, WELLS STREET, OXFORD STREET. Established 1820. 

BRADDUnY AND EV.ANS, PRINTY.RS, WHJTEFRIAr1s, LONDON. 
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