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History 

• Clean up of the Boston Harbor 

• Gentrification of waterfront 

• Chapter 91, The Massachusetts Public 
Waterfront Act 







Project Missions 

• Create an inventory that will aid The Boston 
Harbor Association 

• Understand the correlation between: 

– Land use and development 

– Demographics and development 

• Evaluate the impact of having a mandated 
public walkway on private land  

 

 

 



First Goal 

 

 

Provide The Boston Harbor Association 
information that will help expedite the 
completion of the Boston Harborwalk 

 



First Goal’s Objective 

• Develop an organized Excel inventory and 
Geographic Information Systems map of the 
entire Boston Harborwalk  

• Determine any correlation between: 

– Land use and development 

– Demographics and development 

 



First Goal’s Methodology 

• Separate Harborwalk into parcels 

- Observe the state of maintenance 

- Observe the existence of amenities 

• Research and analyze information on land use 
and demographics: 

- Population density  - Income  

- Ethnicity 

 

 



Property Information 



Amenities 



State and Ranking 



Geographic Information Systems 





Second Goal 

 

 

Evaluate the impact of having a mandated public 
walkway on private land  

 



Second Goal’s Objectives 

• Determine the benefits and drawbacks from 
property managers  

• Determine the opinions of The Boston Harbor 
Association’s board members 



Second Goal’s Methodology 

• Survey waterfront property managers  

- Hotels   - Institutions 

- Restaurants  - Agencies 

• Interview The Boston Harbor Association’s 
board members 

 



Findings 

• Percent Complete actually 60.64% 

• Uncertainty of some sections completion 
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Population Density 
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Income 
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Ethnicity 

East Boston 35.27% Complete Downtown 97.27% Complete 

White, 
37.20% 

African 
American, 

3.20% 

Hispanic/La
tino, 

52.90% 

Asian, 
3.50% 

Other, 
3.20% 

White, 
69.10% 

African 
America
n, 8.50% 

Hispanic
/Latino, 

7% 

Asian, 
13.30% 

Other, 
2.10% 



Survey Findings 

• Difficulties in contacting property managers 

• Positive feedback  

– Increased foot traffic 

– Increased public exposure 

 



Interview Findings 

• Interviews suggest successful implementation 
of policy 

– Underlying interest in the Harbor 

– Less expensive for the public 

– Less maintenance for the city 



Conclusions 

• Cannot directly expedite the completion of 
the Boston Harborwalk 

– Collected data can improve current Harborwalk 

• Chapter 91 is a successful, though hints 
towards environmental injustice 



Recommendation 

• Further research environmental injustice by 
demographic and developmental trends 

– Allocate more funds 
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Questions? 


