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“If there could be an innovative 
way to do this dismantling work, 

it would be good for me” 
-Mohammad Awal

1Oteng-Ababio, Martin & Grant, Richard. (2018). Ideological traces in Ghana's urban plans: How do traces get worked out in 
the Agbogbloshie, Accra?. Habitat International. 83. 10.1016/j.habitatint.2018.10.007.

The changing contours of Agbogbloshie1
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E-waste Processing Technologies
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Adanu, S., Gbedemah, S., & Attah, M. (2020). Challenges of adopting 
sustainable technologies in e-waste management at Agbogbloshie, 
Ghana. Heliyon, 6(8), e04548–e04548.
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Overarching Project Goals

Community 
engagement Address the 

issue of e-waste 
accumulation

Stimulate the 
local economy



Stimulating Innovation at 
Agbogbloshie E-waste Site through 
Cross-Cultural Co-Design 

Sawyer Fenlon 
Seamus Flanagan 
Emily Sansoucy 
Adrianna Staszewska 

Advisors: Berk Calli, Robert Krueger 
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“It was not what we thought, they did not trust us because what had happened in the 

past.”

- ACUC student visiting the site

“I want to know what the companies that buy the scraps use these coppers for 

because if I do, I will not sell it to them again, but keep it” 

- Abubakar Musa

“Colonial relationships may have dissolved, and yet the history of global dynamics of 

power, wealth, economic strength, and political influence shape contemporary cultural 

encounters.”  

- Vertesi Irani1

Historical Influence
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1Irani, Vertesi. “Postcolonial Computing: a Lens on Design and Development.” Proceedings of the SIGCHI Conference on 
Human Factors in Computing Systems, ACM, 2010, pp. 1311–20, doi:10.1145/1753326.1753522.



Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Co-Design
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Co-Designing at Agbogbloshie
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Photographs taken by ACUC students during their trip to Agbogbloshie.
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Agbogbloshie Collaboration
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KY9iTOxJFsUqpbgCu00y6wqgdE3cM4pm/preview
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Design Process
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Design Process
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Real Design Process
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Outcomes
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Incubators made out of old 
fridges

TEAM 1

Finding access to markets for 
aluminum smelters

TEAM 2

Dismantling workspace focused 
on alleviating back pain

TEAM 3

Pulley system for moving melted 
aluminum 

TEAM 4
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Poster Presentations
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Looking Forward
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Vestibulum congue 
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“Agbogbloshie reminds us that making is a 
cycle. It extends to remaking and 

unmaking, recovering the materials we 
need to make something anew. Let’s not 
call Agbogbloshie a dump. A dump is a 

place where you throw things away and 
leave them forever. A scrapyard is where 

you take things apart to remake something 
new.”

DK Osseo-Asare



Thank you!
Any Questions?

Sawyer Fenlon (sjfenlon@wpi.edu)
Seamus Flanagan (ssflanagan@wpi.edu)
Emily Sansoucy (elsansoucy@wpi.edu)

Adrianna Staszewska (azstaszewska@wpi.edu)

Special thanks to ACUC Professor 
Julian Bennett!


