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Project Goals 
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● Plan, host, and evaluate a Go Green Week 
program in Worcester, UK

● Engage the community to attend GGW and 
learn about sustainability

● Promote the Unlocking the Severn Project 
and World Fish Migration Day  

● Strengthen the relationship between the 
University of Worcester, the Worcester 
City Council, and the Worcester 
community



Introduction

● Climate change and environmental issues have pushed organizations to take action
● “Green” behavior and practices of individuals
● Attitude-behavior gap: Discord between knowledge and action
● University’s goals towards sustainability
● Go Green Week 2018
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Sustainability 

● Three pillars of sustainability
○ Social
○ Environmental
○ Economic

● Experts disagree on whether or not 
countries have achieved all three

○ Social + Economic = Equitable is the 
most common

● Need to know: what to focus on in 
Worcester?
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Environmentalism in the United Kingdom

● Climate Change Act (2008)
○ Reducing emissions 

● “Future Brief: Green 
Behaviour”

○ Pamphlet promoting 
sustainability

● We targeted issues of 
sustainability through similarly 
designed promotional material

○ Go Green Week flyers distributed
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Worcester’s Efforts
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● Worcester City Council plans to adapt to 
climate change

○ Energy/water reduction advice for businesses 

● Transition Worcester



Worcester’s Efforts
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● Unlocking the River Severn
○ Severn Rivers Trust, Canal & 

River Trust, Environment 
Agency, and Natural 
England

● University of Worcester
○ Involvement with Go Green 

Week



● Created by the University, adapted for 
the community

○ Intended to promote living sustainably

● Examples: Drink tap water, minimize 
use of personal vehicles, turn off lights 
when not in use

● 10 Golden Rules influenced Go Green 
Week activities 
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10 Golden Rules for Living Sustainably



Go Green Week Topics

Limiting Food Waste 
(Feed the 1,000)
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Litter Pick and 
Recycling

World Fish Migration Day



Engaging the Community, University, and Local Gov

● Sponsors include local 
government and university

● Holistic relationship is beneficial 
to each party

○ “CommUniverCity” model

● Miscommunications & differences 
in project objectives are potential 
limitations
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Methods
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Preparing for Go Green Week
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● Listed all resources, activities, and tasks 
needed for organization

● Researched community initiatives in 
place

● Obtained resources and donations
● Engaged local organizations to 

participate



Preparing for Go Green Week

● Advertised via social media
○ Event Facebook page: fb.me/GGW2018

● Permissions, licensing, venue booking, risk assessments
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Implementing Go Green Week

● Activity locations:
○ Guildhall (Feed the 1,000)
○ South Quay (Electric bike demos & litter pick)
○ Crowngate Shopping Centre (Shop for tables, 

artwork, informational discussions)

● Local organization involvement
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Following Go Green Week

● Evaluate survey results 
● Compare to previous university survey 

results
● Make future recommendations
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Results
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Results of Go Green Week

● Evaluate the demographic responses of our data 
○ Gender: Our sample was primarily women
○ Age: Over half of our sample was either under 25 or over 55
○ Education: Variety of education levels
○ Location: Respondents were concentrated around the city center 

(WR2 and WR1)
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Results of Go Green Week

● Transportation Results
○ 80/121 respondents opted for more 

sustainable work transport than 
driving alone 

○ General trend: over half of 
participants knew of carpooling or 
bike sharing schemes, but less than 
1/10 of the sample used either

○ Recommendation: increased 
education on schemes like uberPOOL
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Participants’ Knowledge of Car-Share Schemes and Bike-Share Schemes



Results of Go Green Week

● Understanding Green Behavior
○ ¾ of people surveyed knew either “a lot” or 

a “fair amount” of recycling glass, plastic, 
and paper

○ Only half of the sample knew a lot or a fair 
amount about disposing of food waste

○ Recommendation:  For organizations like 
Worcester City Council and Transition 
Worcester to focus on education about 
composting and properly reducing, reusing, 
or disposing of food waste
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Results of Go Green Week

● Sustainable Basis
○ Majority had recycling bins, 

programmable thermostats, and LED 
bulbs

○ Very few had light motion sensors or 
renewable energy systems
■ Concerns over cost of installation

○ Recommendation: Assure residents of the 
importance of using these items and 
promote campaigns which defray the cost 
of installing energy efficient systems
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Results of Go Green Week

● Demonstrating Green Behavior
○ General Trends: majority responded 

they always switch off lights or 
appliances, but fewer limit time in 
the shower or shop for items with 
minimal packaging

○ Recommendations: Promote 
businesses/products which use 
sustainable packaging and include 
more educational material about 
conserving water in the house
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Results of Go Green Week 
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● Comparing our data to the University of Worcester survey data
○ University sample was more informed about car and bike schemes
○ Both samples were fairly knowledgeable about recycling/donating
○ Consistent results regarding recycling bins and other sustainable necessities
○ University staff had a slightly higher response rate for “always” practicing green behaviors

GGW Participant Responses: 
Knowledge about Recycling Glass, Plastic & Paper

Staff & Student Responses: 
Knowledge about Recycling Glass, Plastic & Paper



Following Go Green Week
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● Sustainable Business 
Trail

○ 8 businesses that 
donated material 
items

○ 4 businesses that 
donated food to 
Feed the 1,000

○ To be provided to 
the tourism office



Recommendations

● Limit GGW to two locations
● Speak to more businesses sooner
● Complete important logistical 

communications early
○ Easter break posed challenges -

communication difficulties

● Do not have artwork/origami 
outside

● Recruit more organizations for 
tabling
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Conclusion
Our accomplishments:

● Educated Worcester’s citizens on 
sustainability

● Encouraged cooperation between 
the community, the University, the 
City Council, and other 
organizations

● Raised awareness for the Unlocking 
the Severn project

● Evaluated survey results to give 
recommendations for the city of 
Worcester and future teams
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Questions?
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