
Duane D. Pearsall of Colorado Named 
1976 National SBA Person of the Year 
Duane D. Pearsall , President of the 

Statitrol Corporati on in Lakewood, 
Colorado, was named the 1976 Na ti on al 
Small Business Person of the Year at an 
awa rds banquet which culminated the 
"National Small Business Week Sa lu te 
to Sm all Busi ness" activ ities at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel in Washington, D.C., 
recently. Pearsall , who was selected fo r 
the national honor from a fi eld of 51 
winners fro m all of the states and Puerto 
Rico by the U.S. Small Business Ad
mini stra ti on's Nati onal Adviso ry Coun
cil, was presented his award by SBA Ad
mini strator Mitchell P. Kobelinski. 

A dynamic and visionary thinker, 
Pea rsa ll has built a m ulti- milli on 
dollar co mp any in whi ch t here is 
a direct and indispu table co rrelation 
between happy, involved people and 
profits. Pea rsall's object ive has been to 
rn ake Statit rol, whi ch developed and 
rn anu fac tures the S mokeGard early
wa rning fire detectors fo r homes and 
businesses, "an above average company 
employing above averge peo ple making 
above ,1verage wages while buildi ng li fe 
saving products." His credo has been " to 
build a successfu l busi ness, one mu st 
build futures for the employees who are 
building th e busi ness." 

Keys to Pearsa ll 's success have been 
hi s ability to anticipate, understand, 
accep t, a nd adap t to change, a nd 
sometimes even ini ti ate it, and hi s keen 
a wa r e n ess o f th e i mp orta nt 
interrelati onshi p between a clean en
vironment and the future of th e free 
enterpri se system. He has sa id , ' 'I'm di s
tressed by the negat ive attitude of many 
busin ess ow ners regard ing any new 
reg ul a ti o n affec tin g o ur soc ie ty . 
Nega ti ve attitudes in vi te the media to 
place bu sinesses in opposition to the 
cit izens. Furthermore, we, America's 
small bu sin ess co mmunity, need to 
accept changes with a posi tive attitude 
and rn ake the best of them." 

Aft er eight years as a successful 
manu fac turer's rep resent ati ve in the 
heating and air di str ibution industry, 
Pea rsa ll start ed Statitro l in 1963 to 
rn anu fac ture stati c-cont ro l devices. The 
fac t that smoke blocks an electrica l 
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current Oowing across an air gap in static 
control devices led him to pioneer in the 
development of ionization smoke alarms 
for home and business use. 

S t atitrol ' s battery-operated 
SmokeGard fi re detector', which is no 
bigger than a large mug, attaches to the 
ceiling and sounds off at the first sign of 
fire. Introduction and acceptance of 
Pearsa ll 's in novative product created a 
new commercial and home smoke alarm 
industry and paved the way for other 
companies to enter the field . The com
pany, which has an excellent world-wide 
reputa tion, is continua lly receiving 
letters from persons who owe their lives 
to the SmokeGard device. 

Stat it ro l's total sales volume for 1975 
was over $ I 0 million. The company's 
only problem is that its production can
not keep up with the do mestic and inter-

national demand for its product. As a 
result of Pearsall 's brilliant leadership 
and enlightened view of capitalism, the 
company will nearly double in size this 
year and will no longer be considered a 
small business. 

In his letter of congratulations to 
Pearsall, President Gerald R. Ford said, 
"Yours is an honor which is equalled by 
few others in its representation of the 
peak of success in the most important 
part of our economy, small business . It is 
truly awe-inspiring to realize that of the 
9.8 million small business 
owner/ managers in this country, you 
have been designated as outstanding." 
President Ford personally congratulated 
Pearsall and the winners from the other 
49 states and Puerto Rico at a reception 
following his luncheon address to the 
group. 

Colorado 's Duane D . Pearsall has been named t he national Small Businessm an of t he Year. Presi 

dent Gerald R. Ford . featured speaker at a Salute to Small Bu siness luncheon in W ashington 

Thursday , congratulates the w inner. Pea rsa ll is p resi dent of Stat itrol Corporation in Lak ew ood. 
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