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     We are students from Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Massachusetts working with the World Trails Network
Hub for the Americas to investigate the harm hikers cause to trails in the White Mountain National Forest. 
     We are conducting interviews with trail professionals and would be grateful for your participation. We believe this
research will help protect the alpine zone of the WMNF. 
     This interview should take approximately 45 minutes. Your participation is completely voluntary, and you may
withdraw at any time. If you agree, we would like to include some of your responses in our final report which is
published on the WPI library database. We will send you our report for approval before finalizing it. 
     If you have any questions, you may contact our faculty advisor (cdehner@WPI.EDU or stuler@WPI.EDU). If you
would like, we are happy to share a copy of our results at the conclusion of the study, by leaving your email address
with us. Additionally, you can find the final report at (https://digital.WPI.EDU/collections/iqp)
     Thank you for your participation!

mailto:cdehner@wpi.edu
mailto:stuler@wpi.edu
https://digital.wpi.edu/collections/iqp
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What experiences have led you to your current position with *interviewee’s organization*? 
Can you describe what your current position entails?
What methods have you seen work the best for protecting the alpine zone?
What are your opinions on current signage used to protect the alpine zone?

How could the current signs be improved upon? 
When speaking with people in the backcountry, what kinds of information were they most looking for?
What kinds of information would you like to see included in interpretive signage and/or digital repository in the
alpine zone? 
Would you recommend anybody to speak with for more information?
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     If you have any questions, you may contact us (gr-A23.AlpineZone@WPI.EDU) and our faculty advisors
(cdehner@WPI.EDU or stuler@WPI.EDU). If you would like, we are happy to share a copy of our results at the
conclusion of the study, by leaving your email address with us. Additionally, you can find the final report at
https://digital.WPI.EDU/collections/iqp). Thank you for your participation!

     We are students from Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Massachusetts, working with the World Trails Network
Hub for the Americas, to investigate the harm hikers cause to trails in the White Mountain National Forest (WMNF).
     We are conducting a survey of hikers in the area and would be grateful for your participation. We believe this
research will help protect the alpine zone of the WMNF.
     The survey should take approximately 5 minutes. Your participation is completely voluntary, and you may
withdraw at any time. Your answers will remain anonymous. No names or identifying information will appear in the
questionnaire, project report, or publications.

https://digital.wpi.edu/collections/iqp


Always Often Sometimes Rarely Never

I read signs presented at trailheads.

I read signs posted throughout the trail.

I step or walk off the trail.
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How frequently did you hike prior to IQP?
Weekly (or more than)
Monthly
Every few months
Yearly
Never
Other...

How frequently have you been hiking since IQP?
2-3 times total
1 or 0 times total
1-2 times per week
3+ times per week

When hiking...

This survey was created for individuals in the WPI cohort.
1.

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

2.
a.
b.
c.
d.

3.

4. Check any acceptable reasons to step or walk off the trail.
     a. To move out of another person’s way
     b. To look at a plant or animal
     c. To access an outlook/better view
     d. To find a place to rest
     e. To avoid elements (puddles, rocks, branches)
     f. Other...
5. Think back to your most recent hike. How many of the following did you see? Respond with a number (1, 2, 3, etc.)          
or a “0” if none.
     a. Guidance signs on the trail_____
     b. Signs providing reasons to not step off the trail_____
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     c. Trailblazers_____
     d. Creeks_____
     e. Signs about plants_____
     f. Unique plants______
     g. Signs about animals______
     h. Unique animals______
6. What kinds of information would you want to see or learn more about while hiking?
7. How could we make signs along trails more noticeable?
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What do you remember specifically about the signage while hiking to the Welch-Dickey outlook?
What kinds of information would you want to see or learn about at the outlook of Welch-Dickey?
How could we make signs at the Welch-Dickey outlook more noticeable?

This survey was created for members of the WPI cohort who hiked to the Welch-Dickey Outlook with our project
group.

1.
2.
3.
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This table is how we organized our findings. The first row is what we learned, while the first column is the
resource through which we found that.
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People Count: Number of people per group
Pet?: Does the group have a pet?
If Pet, Leash?: Does the pet within the group have a leash?
Read Sign?: Did the group read the present signage?
Linger?: How long did the group linger at the outlook?
Gender?: Are the visitors male or female?
Prepared?: Are the visitors prepared?
Off-trail?: Did the visitors step off trail (including their pets)?

D: Dog
Y: Yes
N: No
M: Male
F: Female

This table organized our visitor observation from Welch-Dickey outlook.

Symbol legend:
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This table summarized our findings through our interviews, where the first row is our interviewees, and the
first column is the topic we asked about.
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This table summarized the main takeaways from the content of the resources we analyzed. The first row is the
resource that we analyzed, while the first column are the takeaways.
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Appendix L-2: “Let’s Take Care of our
Mountains!” Panel

Appendix L-3: “Ecology” Panel
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Appendix L-4: “Safety First!” Panel Appendix L-5: “Signage System” Panel
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Appendix L-6: “Understanding the
Trail” Panel

Appendix L: Shining Rock Midi Sign
Content

Appendix L: Shining Rock Midi Sign
Content
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Appendix M-2: Stop Selection Page
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Appendix M-3: Little Haystack Mountain
Page

Appendix M-4: Little Ecosystem Page
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Appendix M-5: Mount Lincoln Page Appendix M-6: North Lincoln Page
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Appendix M-7: Alpine Meadow Page Appendix M-8: Mount Lafayette Page
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Appendix P-1: “Alpine Restoration”
Sign

Appendix P-2: Little Haystack Mountain
Sign
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Appendix P-4: Mount Lincoln SignAppendix P-3: Little Ecosystem Sign
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Appendix P-6: Alpine Meadow SignAppendix P-5: North Lincoln Sign
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Appendix P-7: Mount Lafayette Sign
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Appendix Q-1: Shining Rock Map Appendix Q-2: Little Haystack
Mountain Map

Appendix Q-3: Little Ecosystem Map Appendix Q-4: Mount Lincoln Map
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Appendix Q-5: N. Lincoln Map Appendix Q-6: Alpine Meadows Map

Appendix Q-7: Mount Lafayette Map Appendix Q-8: Proposed Greenleaf Hut
Map
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